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INTRODUCTION- 

Writers and public speakers in all ages and 
countries, have been accustomed to use what are 
called figures of speech, that is' " expressing 
abstract or material ideas by words su^^esting 
pictures or images from the physical world." 

These figures are derived from so many objects 
and events, that it would be' almost impossible 
to name all of them, while many are so well 
understood, as to require no explanation, and 
others are so peculiar as to awaken surprise 

Every person makes use of figures in speaking 
or writing, and no language would be complete 
without them, since they add so much force 
and elegance to speech, and often lend to poetry 
its charm. 

The sacred writings abound in figures derived 
from almost every object in nature, induding 
the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms, 
and from nearly every condition ctf the human 
mind, and of man's relation |^to his Creator, 
from heaven, earth, and hades, and the beings 
inhabiting these places. The ancient poets and 
prophets afford a vast store-house of interesting 
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and sublime figures, for subsequent writers and 
orators. Some modem writings, contain beauti- 
ful, graceful, elegant, and sublime figures of 
speech, while others are lacking in these quali- 
ties. 

The following are some of the objects that 
have afforded metaphorical emblems for speakers 
and fln-iters, as recorded by rhetoricians : 

Natural agents, as light, darkness, heat, cold, 
thunder, lightening, the rainbow, ect. 

Celestial agents, as the sun, moon, planets, 
stars, and others. 

Terrestial agents, as wind, storms, clouds, 
air, rain, snow, etc. 

The mineral kindom, as precious stones, iron, 
steel, stones, flint. 

The vegetable kingdom, as trees, plants, flowers, 
leaves, roots. 

The animal kindom as the ox, sheep, horse, 
dog, lion, tiger, serpent, eagl^ lark, dove, ant' 
worm, etc. 

Human industry, as a shepherd with his flocks 
the operations of the farmer, as ploughing, sow- 
ing, reaping, the work of the architect, as 
buildings, houses, temples, walls, etc. 

Naval affairs, as ship, vessel, sails, compass, 
wreck. 
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From war. Figures derived ^from this source, 
are numerous and expressive, and comprise the 
sword, arrow, bow, march, battle, defeat, victory 
captain, commander, soldier, and in govern- 
ment, king, prince, court, law, minister, judg^ 
and social relations, as father, mother, child, 
brother, sister, friend. 

In public communications, as road, path, high- 
way, post, letter, harbor, port, etc. 

Teachings, as master, pupil, lesson, sum, 
fraction, addition, counting, subtracting, multiply- 
ing. For the fine arts, as musics melody, harmony 
rythm, painting, colors, engraving, sculpture, etc, 
and of the mechanic art, buildings of different 
styles, with their varied departments. 

Religious, as God, angels, idols, prayer, sacra- 
ments, bible, priest, sacrifice, etc 

Recreations, as games, sports, dancing, gladia- 
tors, and other amusements. 

Human sensations, as sweet, strft, charm, 
smile, frown, anger, hatred, love, pity, ect. 

Many others could be mentioned, but these 
are sufficient to show the predominance of figur- 
ative language in all departments of literature and 
business, both in ancient and modem times. 

Illustrations have been selected generally 
from ancient authors, especially the sacred writ- 
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ers, and many of their figures are used at the 
present dayr'^The figures of speech are so numer- 
ous, that it would require volumes to mention 
and describe them, while some of them are 
beautiful, appropriate, and sublime, others are puer- 
ile, amusing, obscure and repulsive, but language 
deprived of them, would be wanting in beauty, 
power, and grandeur, and especially in the charm 
of poetical character. 
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Figures of Speech* 



Ulustraticxis. 



CHAPTER I. 
Illustrations. 

A rhetorical figure has been defined as " a mode 
of expressing abstract or immaterial ideas which 
suggest pictures or images, from the material 
world. It is a deviation from the plain and 
ordinary mode of speaking, with a view to greater 
efEect" 

These figures are arranged under a variety of 
names and have been classed as the Simile, 
Metaphor, Allegory, Antithesis, Synechdoche, 
Epigram, Hyperbole, Interrogation.. Exclamation 
Apostrophe, Climax, Irony, Personification, and 
others. 

Simile. A sense of agreement is the chief 
inventise power of the mind, and there is noavoca- 
"tion of the human intellect, perhaps, so broad. 
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12 FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

as the study of agreement among the objects 
and events of the world. Every person is frequently 
dependent upon the similarity or identity of differ- 
ent things, and in narration, description, or exposi- 
tion similitude renders the subject more intelligible. 

Metaphor. This is a figure by which one 
thing is used for another that it resembles. An 
appropriate metaphor is highly graphic and strik- 
ing, and has been a favorite figure with oratorsi 
poets, and other writers, in all countries and 
ages. The sacred writers are eminent for 
their use of rhetorical figures, especially the 
metaphor and they have been used in ordinary 
conversation from early times to the present, 
while the English language is constantly expand- 
ing by the use of metaphorical expressions ; as 
examples, we speak of " killing time, " the " march 
of events," "flash of thought," "lost his wits," 
"a narrow circle," " a fiery temper," and numer- 
ous other figures. 

Metaphor is frequently used to express Jiier^-^ 
the silent operations of the mind. These were 
formerly denoted by some material object, but 
more recently, they are designated by secret 
emotions. As illustrations of the metaphor, one 
writer has given the following expressive exam- 
ples ; "Knowledge is light," "Passion is fire," 
" Depression of spirits is gloom," " A ray of hopo 
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"A shade of doubt," "A flight of fancy," A flash 
of wit." If too frequently used, the metaphor 
may lose its figmative character. 

What is called the mixed metaphor is of this 
kind. For example : " To take arms against a sea 
of trouble," yet some distinguished writers employ 
the mixed metaphor with agreeable effect. 

The number and variety of objects used as 
metaphors or other figurative expressions arc 
almost unlimited. When an excess of figures is 
used, the style is considered florid or figurativa 

Personification is a figure that ascribes life 
and mind to inanimate objects; as an illustra- 
tion, "The mountains sing together; the hills 
rejoice and clapp their hands." The highest 
degree ascribes human feelings and sex to inan- 
imate objects, to intellectual powers, and to 
nearly all natural phenomena. Time, life, death, 
virtue, truth, love, nature, sin, hope, wisdom, genius, 
friendship, pleasure etc, are personified. Abstract 
ideas may be represented as real things : for 
example, "Time is a river, a shore, a wave on the 
ocean of eternity." Personifications are found 
in the poems of all languages. In ancient 
mythology, the heavenly bodies, the earth In all 
her varied aspects, the seasons, day and night, 
light and darkness, clouds, floods, thunder, hail. 
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14 FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

and some of the important productions of the 
earth, were personified. 

Sometimes the qualities of living beings were 
attributed to inanimate things; as "the thirsty 
ground," "a dying lamp," "the angry sea," 
"the smiling year," "a cruel disaster." The 
English language, by giving gender only to living' 
beings, is preeminent in personification. The 
special value of this figure arises from the inter- 
est it awakens for living creatures, especially 
those used as representing some symbol. 

"The writings that deal with persons, as 
poetry, romance, and history," it is said, "touch 
the deepest chords <A the mind," 

Allegory. When subjects very different from 
one another are compared in all their details, 
with the view of some moral or instructive pur- 
pose it is an allegory. As examples of this 
kind of writing, are " Pilgrim's Progress, " "The 
Vision of Mirza," "Luxury and Avarice," "The 
Paradise of Fools," Chaucer's " House of Fame," 
Spencer's " Fairy Queen," Swift's " Tale of the 
Tub," "Travels of Gulliver," and other works. 
There is a double meaning in an allegory — the 
obvious and the implied. 

A Fable is a short allegory, and contains a 
moral, in a special case, related as a story. The 
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Iliad and the Odessy were used by the 
ancients to enforce moral instruction, and many 
parables of the Scriptures are of this class. 

Some fables refer to certain animals repre- 
senting special qualities ; as the lamb for meekness, 
the fox for cunning, the lion for strength, the 
dove for gentleness, etc. 

Synechdochr. This figure is applied to differ- 
ent forms or methods ; using the species for 
the genus, as bread for food ; or the genus for 
the species, as creature for man, an individual 
person the species for example. Not every man 
is a Solomon. It is used to name an object by 
some part of it; as "Fifty sail," "All hands on 
board," "The Red Coats;" "The Greenbacks," 
"The smiling year" for spring. The Glittering 
steel," for sword, " Marble speaks," " Canvas 
glows," etc, are illustrations. The name of a 
passion is sometimes used for the object that 
inspires it, as love, delight, aversion, etc., for the 
causes of these emotions, as: "The Lord is a 
Terror of the oppressor, and the Refuge of the 
oppressed; My Song and my Salvation," 

"Stopping payment" is a figure to denote 
Bankruptcy. " Hence to his idle bed," " He 
plods his weary way," " A criminal court," 
"The condemned cell," are examples of trans- 
ferred epithet The mind is affected by change 
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of impressions ; as for example^ passing from 
heat to cold ; from sound to silence from dark- 
ness to light. These belong to figures of contrast. 

Euphemism is a figure by which some unpleas- 
ant idea may be expressed without awakening 
fear or repulsion ; as death is represented by the 
expressions, "Falling asleep," "Gone to rest," 
"Departed," and others. Sometimes the concrete 
is used for the abstract, as fool for folly, father 
for parental affection, and occasionally numbers 
are employed as figures of speech, " One for hia 
country. Two for himself" is an illustration. 

Metoncmy is a figure by which one word is 
used for another, as a " Crown or Sceptre " for 
royalty, "Red tape" for the routine- of office. 
"Reading Shakespeare," that is, his works. The 
instrument is sometimes used for the agent ; for 
example, "Smote the city," "Drank a cup." 

A Trvpe is the use of a word, an expression, 
a feeling different from that which properly 
belongs to them, as when a period of time is 
used for its events. "A good season," is an 
example. "Whole year" to denote the product- 
ions of the year. 

Effect is frequently used for the cause, as a 
"Shade of trees," "Gray hairs" for age. 

The name of an author is frequently used for 
his works ; as " Moses and the Prophets," for their 
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writings, " Acopyof MOton," " Studying Virgil," 
etc. In ancient mythology, Ceres represented 
the fruits of the earth, Bacchus wine, and Mars, 
war. The human mind is affected by a change 
causing different impressions, as passing from 
heat to cold, from sound to silence, from dark- 
ness to light, etc. These changes are classed 
as Figures of Contrast. 

Antithesis is the explicit statement of Contrast, 
as for example. Motion and Rest, Fain and Pleas- 
ure, Industry and Idleness. 

Epigram. In this figure there is a contra- 
diction between the form of language and the 
meaning conveyed. The following are illustra- 
tions; "When you have nothing to say, say it," 
"The child is father of the man," "Beauty when 
unadorned, is most adorned," "Conspicuous 
for its absence," "A past that never was pres- 
ent," "The half is geater than the whole." 
"The favorite has no friend," "Language is 
the art of concealing thought." Some epigrams 
express what seem absurdities, as "Fact is fact," 
"Bread is bread," What I have written, I have 
written." The surprise is that one should make 
such apparently meaningless assertions. 

Paronomasia or Pun is frequently used in 
conversation, and comic writing, but rarely in 
i composition. It is a variety of the epi- 
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gram and derives its wit from the various 
meanings of the same word. The Conundrum 
is the most exaggerated form of the Pun. 

Hyperbole, magnifies objects to make them 
more impressive and miexpected, as "Swift as 
the wind," "Rivers of blood," "Hills of slain." 
The tendency of hyperbole may be referred 
mainly to the following causes : First, Every 
strong passion magnifies whatever affects it ; as 
love, fear, hatred, envy, etc "Their Chief, 
tall as a rack of ice; his spear a blasted fir; 
his shield the rising moon ; he sat on the shore 
like a cloud of mist on a hill." " Crimson leaves 
flaming in splendor," " Crimson vine," "A 
bearded pine," "Thin as a thread," "The morn- 
ing blue, Sparkles the frosty dew," "The 
partridge pipes to his scattered fiock " are examples. 

Oratory or Persuasion is the art of influencing 
the minds and conduct of men, by speaking and 
writing. Human beings, as is well understood, 
are disposed to pursue the course that pleases 
them, whether for better or worse. "The object 
of oratory," it has been said, "is to gain the 
co-operation of those impulses for some particular 
purpose." The persons addressed are supposed 
not to see the subject as it is regarded by the 
speaker. 
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Oratory has been classed in the following 
manner; That of the Law Courts, Political Ora- 
tory, Pulpit Oratory, and Moral Suasion. It 
requires some knowledge of the persons addressed, 
and depends for its power, on Argument and 
Exhortation. When the audience seem indifferent 
to the subject, if addressed to their understanding, 
the speaker must appeal to their feelings. There 
must be some common ground for work. The 
chief aim of Pulpit Oratory, is to awaken 
religious emotions and a sense of duty. 

Motal Suasion is an exhortation to good con- 
duct, and is more especially addressed to the 
young. Moral instruction may be given by various 
methods, as by apologues, parables, apothegms, 
and stories, usually expressed in poetry. The 
young do not understand the mind and feelings 
of their superiors in age, and one sex is at 
fault in judging of the other. The rich and the 
poor, the noble and the plebian, the educated 
and the unlearned, the professional man and the 
laborer, do not fully comprehend one another. 
To logical minds, an orator should address logi- 
cal arguments, and to persons of cultivated tastes, 
attention should be given to the arts of reBned 
composition. One should not appeal to the fears 
of men of courage and spirit, nor to the pride 
and vanity of the self-seeker. A protessional 
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acquaintance with the law is essential for one 
addressing a judge, and in official applications 
to the government, it is necessary to conform 
to the rules of the office. 

The figures of speech used by the sacred writers, 
are so numerous, varied, and striking, that 
they aroute the attention and inspire the reader 
with surprise, wonder and admiration. A large 
number of figures selected for explanation have 
been taken from the Scriptiires, but to examine 
all of them, would require almost unlimited space 
in an article upon the subject. The practical 
and prophetic writings of the Bible are emphati- 
cally figurative. Almost every object in the 
material world, men's physical, intellectual, and 
moral qualities, and even the attributes of the 
Creator are personified, or are used for some 
variety of the figures of speech. This method of 
speaking and writing has been used in all ages, 
and never, perhaps, so frequently as at the present 
day, though many of the later figures lack the dignity 
and impressive character of those of earlier times. 

In the Scriptures, the Supreme Being is very 
frequently called "The Lord of hosts." It seemed 
to be a favorite expression of the sacred writers, 
and suggests the idea of a commander of a vast 
army. AH beings, human, angelic or satanic are 
subject to Him. "The Lord arises and shakes 
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terribly the earth." This figure is fearfully 
sublime. Jehovah is represented as leaving his 
throne, and seizing the earth, as if it was a help- 
less being or object, when he shakes it terribly, 
as one might an obstinate child. This would, 
of course throw everything into confusitm, 
turning them "upside down," and making a 
fearful havoc. 

The Lord is again represented as bringing up 
and nourishing chUdren. In this figure He ap- 
pears as a tender and loving Father, a contrast to 
His attitude as One who punishes the guilty. 

"The Lord standing up to please and judge" 
represents Him as an Advocate and a Judge, who 
appears in court to plead for the prisoner, and 
then pass sentence. 

" Entering into judgment " may signify opening 
the law court to try cases for adjudication. 

"Branch of the Lord," Objects of the vege- 
table kingdom were frequently employed as figures 
of speech, especially trees, the vine, grass, flowers, 
etc., since they afforded a large number of beauti- 
ful specimens for such a purpose. In the above 
expression the Creator is represented as a tree, 
and His people the branches. The Saviour said 
to his disciples, " I am the true vine, and ye are 
the branches." 
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" House of Jacob," By a figure called Meton- 
omy, house is used for family or descendants. It 
is very generally used in this sense, at the present 
day, and is perfectly understood, 

"The faithful city becomes a harlot," The city 
referred to probably means Jerusalem, represented 
as leaving her husband and following the course of 
aa abandoned woman. 

" Hide in the rock," At first thought this seems 
an impossibility, but the sacred writer who uses 
this figure was, doubtless, familiar with some of 
the geological features of his country and under- 
stood that rocks of great magnitude, or a region 
more or less rocky, sometimes afforded caverns 
frequently of immense size, in which not only 
individuals, but a company of soldiers could hide, 
as for example, David and his followers, when his 
life was sought by Saul. 

" Hide in the dust," This figure may have been 
suggested by the "clouds of dust," using another 
figure, which the winds raised in the deserts of 
Arabia, crossed by caravans, and so dense as to 
conceal surrounding objects. 

"Cedars of Lebanon and Oaks of Bashon, lifted 
up," referring, perhaps, to their growth. These 
trees were considered of great value. 

" Fenced city brought low," This was a walled 
^nd fortified city, and the expression "brought 
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low," meant it was captured and destroyed, per- 
haps, or greatly injured, a fate that many cities 
from remote ages to the present time have suf- 
fered. 

" Destroy the way of the paths," The human 
race is represented as following or walking in a 
path. There is a path of life, and a path of sin. 
The one to be destroyed is the latter. 

"Eaten up the vineyard" is a figure in which 
the vine is used for what it yields, namely grapes. 

" Spoiling the poor," is robbing them of their 
right and possessions, a condition that has always 
existed to a greater or less extent in all ages and 
countries. 

" Beating the people to pieces," is an emphatic 
figure to denote the condition of a nation when 
brought under the dominion of cruel and powerful 
rulers or conquerors. 

" Smiting the crown of the head with a scab," 
This was a revolting punishment rendering the 
victim very repulsive. 

"Tinkling ornaments " or such as gave a sound 
to attract notice. 

" Cauls and tires like the moon" are figures. 
Cauls were nets or coverings for the head, and 
tires or tiaras were also head-coverings. They 
were like the moon, perhaps, meant they were 
shaped like a new moon to signify that planet was 
worshipped as a divinity. 
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" Gates lament and mourn," By this figure, one 
thing is put for another, as gates for the people, 
who in ancient times were accustomed to assemble 
at the gates of a city on public occasions. In this 
instance, a great calamity threatened the nation, 
and the inhabitants collected at these public 
places to express their grief in loud lamentations. 

" Zion sitting on the groimd," Zion was a moun- 
tain on which Jerusalem was buOt and was fre- 
quently, on that account, called the Holy Hill. 
Here it is used as a figure for the people who in 
times of distress were accustomed to sit on the 
ground and weep. 

"Washing away the filth" denoted cleansing 
the heart from secret sins and reforming the life 
from outward transgression. 

"Purge the blood of Jerusalem," The sacred 
city is represented as an invalid suffering from 
impure blood, and needing some medicine to 
restore it to its natural state. The blood is the 
source or fountain of life, therefore it should be 
kept pure. 

"Spirit of judgment and burning," This figure 
is somewhat obscure. Does it mean that a sen- 
tence was pronounced upon the people of Judah 
equivalent to burning, in severity, 

" A cloud of smoke by day, and a flaming fire by 
night in every dwelling-house" Here we are pre- 
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sented with an appalling spectade, a city on fire, 
and those who have witnessed such a scene, can 
easily understajid its significance. 

"A shadow from the heat, a covert from the 
storm," A traveller in Arabia while suffering from 
intense heat, in crossing the barren desert, could 
fully appreciate the advantage of a shady rock or 
possibly a solitary tree under which he could rest 
from the fatigue of a perilous journey, 

"The vineyard song of the beloved," It is said 
that whtn gathering the ripe grapes, and especi- 
ally when "treading the wine-press," the laborers 
divect the mind by singing. 

"Fniitful hill" means that it is covered with 
trees bearing fruit, "To lay waste" presents a 
lavid scene of desolation from whatever cause, 
whether war, famine, pestilence, or floods. Every 
object in the vegetable kingdom, every living 
creature, whether man or the lower animals, are 
swept off the earth. 

" Commanding the clouds to rain," as if they 
were intelligent agents, and commanded by the 
Creator to send no more rain upon the earth, 
hence there follows a drouth. 

"The house of Israel a vineyard, the men of 
Judah a pleasant plant," This is a complex figure 
including four distinct ideas. First; house for 
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people ; Second, Vineyard for occupation ; Third, 
Men o£ Judah for the nation ; Fourth, The people 
of Judah designated a pleasant plant. 

"Address the heavens and the earth," In'this 
figure, the heavenly bodies including the earth, are 
represented as living, intelligent beings, capable 
of understanding the communications addressed 
to them. 

"People going backwards," This is a striking 
figure to denote a retrogade movement, signifying 
that one reformed, has returned to his former 
course of life. The figure is expressive and in 
some respects ludicrous. It may he illustrated by 
a person climbing a hill or mountain, sliding back- 
ward, having lost his foothold. 

"Sick head, faint heart," This signifies that the 
head the reason or understanding, and the heart, 
the feelings, or sensibilities, are discouraged and 
ready to yield to adverse cu-cumstances. 

"Man's breath in his nostrils," This figure 
shows how uncertain is life, consequently but 
little dependence can be placed on earthly things. 

"The Stay and Staff," This figure suggests two 
ideas, namely, stay meaning support, by nourish- 
ment, and staff a support to a weary traveller 
when walking. 

" Stay of bread " signifies food generally, indis- 
pensible to life. 
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" Children their princes, babes their rulers," In 
this figure a nation is represented as governed by 
incompetent rulers, a perilous condition of public 
affairs. What can be expected when babies rule 
even a household? How much more disastrous 
when a nation is controlled by them? 

" Using the tongue against the Lord," is a sad 
illustration of the license of that unruly member 
which no one can tame, and which has been the 
source of inconceivable injury. It has been used 
not only in slandering and denouncing human 
beings, but even the Creator, the Author of all 
our blessings. 

"Silver becomes dross," that is, worthless on 
account of the unfavorable financial state of the 
country. 

"Princes the companions of thieves," This 
proves the sad demoralization of the higher 
classes, in the prophets time. " Purge away Ae 
dross, and remove the tin " was a figure used 
as an exhortation for the people to reform their 
habits, then the favored capital would become a 
city of cightiousness, and Zion would be redeemed. 
It is probable that the baser metals had been 
substituted for the precious metals. "The oaks 
of Bashan." These trees were highly appreciated 
but they are represented in a figure, as objects 
of contempt of which one should be ashamed. 
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"A garden without water" is a figure to 
represent the desolation of the land. The absence 
of wells or springs of water would, naturally, 
cause all the plants to wither and die. "The 
strong wall be as tow," the word yow denotes 
weakness consequently worthlessness, and when 
strong men become as tow, they have lost their 
physical, mental, and moral power, and present a 
melancholy spectacle. 

"A spark of fire" which is seen for a 
moment and then is extinguished, is a figure 
which may appropriately represent various earthly 
scenes and events. 

" Wounded, bruised, and left uncured." This 
represents a scene invariably witnessed on a battle 
field. There are always soldiers left unavoidably, 
after the conflict, to suffer from wounds and 
perhaps to die, with no friend to administer to 
their comfort and encouragement. 

"Land devoured by strangers," This is a 
melancholy picture, implying that a conquering 
foe has invaded a country and laid it waste. 
History affords innumerable scenes of this 
description. Indeed they are always incident, at 
least to some extent, in every war, 

" Daughter of Zion and Daughter of Jerusalem," 
are epithets applied to the Jewesh nation, or in 
a limited sense, to the inhabitants of their 
capital city. 
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"Iwodge in a garden of cucumbers," refers to 
the practice of building small bouses in these 
gardens, for the use of .the keepers. They 
denote a solitary abode, an idea intended to be 
conveyed. 

"A besieged city." Those who have passed 
through the terrors and dangers of a siege, can 
understand the force of this figure of speech. 
The students of history to whom the description 
of seiges are familiar have some adequate idea 
of their character. " Like Sodom and Goraorah." 
To be compared to these cities, so fearfiil was 
their punishment for their crimes, implies a con- 
dition of the people in the prophet's day, 
dreadfully corrupt. 

" Eyes run down with tears, and eyelids gush 
with water" are forcible expressions of grief, 
especially when accompanied by lamentations. 

" Fed with wormwood and water of gall," 
Both the food and drink are of bitter substances 
repulsive to the taste, and to be compelled to 
use them woidd be a severe punishment " Send 
a sword after them." Here the sword represents 
the army or military power, sent after a retreating 
enemy that has, perhaps, invaded the country, 
but after a defeat are escaping. 
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"Till I have consumed them," The Lord is 
represented as executing criminals by burning 
them, the most fearful mode of punishment 

"Downcast and covered with infamy," is a 
figure that expresses degredation and deep sorrow 
for personal or national calamities. 

" Under the shadow of doubt," In this figure^ 
the mind is represented as unsettled what course 
to pursue. It may be some vital question is to 
be settled ; something that effects the present 
and future welfare of the doubter who is under 
a cloud. 

" Show of countenance," This figure of uni- 
versal application, denotes that the countenance, 
like the printed page, reveals the feelings, 
thoughts and purposes, whether good or evil, 
unless concealed by hypocracy. 

" Land full of burnt offerings," This express- 
ion Implies that the people of the country 
were remarkably devout. Burnt offerings were 
commanded by the Lord, but the prophet implies 
that the motive of the worshippers was to appear 
devout, while at heart they were hypocritical. 

"Sins scarlet and red like crimson." This is 
a very expressive figure. Scarlet and crimson 
are brilliant colors, and may be seen at a great 
distance, and so it was with the national sins of 
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his people in the time of the prophet, which 
were very widely known, and no effort was made 
to conceal them. 

"They shall be as wool or as white as snow," 
Here are two figures wool and snow, to present 
the willingness of God to forgive the greatest 
sins and save the most guilty sinners if they 
will accept His mercy. 

" Eating the good of the land." This is a 
figure by which one thing is used for another. 
Good of the land means the most valuable 
productions, as fruits and grains of all kinds, 
and eating them implies they were appropriated 
by the possessors or conquerors of the land, 
probably to the neglect of the poor. 

"Devoured by the sword." This of course, 
refers to wars which may be very appropriately 
represented as devouring both the inhabitants 
and their possessions. 

"The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," is 
an expression frequently used by the sacred 
writers, to denote that He revealed His will and 
purposes to the human race. 

" Righteousness as filthly rags." In this 
expression, there is a seeming contradiction, but 
the righteousness spoken of was a false pretaice 
or hyprocracy. 
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" Iniquities like the wind," This emphatic ex- 
pression, suggests to the mind, the power and 
operations of one o£ nature's agents, represented 
by strong gales, whirlwinds, cyclones, etc. No 
one can stay them or avoid them. Floods may be 
checked, fires may be extinguished, but the winds 
who can control ? When sin is compared to the 
wind, a terrible figure is afforded, 

" We the day, Thou the potter," The Lord is 
represented as a worker in clay, producing various 
articles termed pottery. These are made of clay, 
an earthy substance of which the first human 
being is figuratively represented as being formed. 
In this expressive figure, Jehovah is a Mechanic ; 
His works, not earthen vessels, but the human 
race, endowed with body, mind, and soul, the most 
wonderful of all the Creator's works, except the 
angels. 

"Cities a wilderness," What a melancholy pic- 
ture is here presented : Many of the populous and 
magnificent cities of antiquity, have utterly per- 
ished; their exact location forgotten or their 
remains buried beneath the earth. What a a)m- 
mentary on the ephemeral character of earthly 
things. 

" Spreading out the hands," This gesture may 
indicate an attitude of prayer, or to receive some 
material object. 



,11 by Google 



ILLUSTRA TJONS. 33 

"Day rolls around," An agreeable figure to 
denote the revolution of the earth on its axis every 
twenty-four hours. 

"Garments like his that treadeth the wine press, 
or Garments dyed in blood," — 

" Like Sodom and Gomorah " The fearful his- 
tory of those ancient cities, is referred to by the 
prophet, as representing the moral condition of his 
nation, in his day. 

"Mountain of the Lord's House," This was Mt. 
Zion or Moriah on which the Temple was built, 
therefore was called Mt. of the Lord's House, to 
which all nations are represented as gathering. 

" Walking in God's paths," This figure is 
applied to those who obey the commands of God. 
We say the son is walking in his father's steps, 
meaning he pursues the same course his father 
did. 

"The law going forth," Here the law is personi- 
fied, and represented as a living agent going 
through the land to proclaim the commands of 
God and perhaps those of the rulers, 

"Walking in the light of the Lord," All natural 
light as that of the sun, moon, planets, and stars, 
was the gift of the Creator, and is absolutely 
essential to the animal and vegetable kingdoms. 
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but the light referred to in thb passage is a 
spiritual light, to guide the mind or soul, that 
without its influence would go astray, 

" Swords beaten into ploughshares, Spears into 
pruning hooks." The sword has been used in all 
ages, as the emblem o£ war, as it has been used by 
all nations for that purpose. Spears are also 
employed for war-like instruments. To change 
swords into instruments of husbandry, and spears 
into instruments for dressing fruit-trees, are very 
emphatic figures to denote that wars will cease, a 
condition that has not yet been attained. 

"Heaven is God's throne,' the earth His foot- 
stool," This is a sublime figure, representing the 
Creator as a Sovereign on His throne, which 
occupies all heaven with the earth for His foot- 
stool. The imagination can conceive no more 
imposing or awe-inspiring scene, than is here sug- 
gested. It is supposed that He is surrounded by 
innumerable numbers of angels, archangels, cheru- 
bim, seraphim, and other orders of celestial beings, 
while on his right is His Son, the Redeemer, and 
on His left, the Holy Spirit 

"Peace like a river," This similie is an agree- 
able comparison of the quiet and prosperous con- 
dition of a country in which no wars disturb the 
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public, and devastate the land, which may be said 
to resemble a river quietly flowing through it. 

" Land of the shadow of death," This represents 
a scene in strong contrast to the one above, and is 
too repulsive, to meditate upon. 

"All nations and tongues," This expression 
includes the entire population of the world as 
understood by the prophet, speaking different 
languages and dialects. 

" Carried into captivity," When the Jews were 
conquered by a foreign nation, those who survived 
the war, both the people of Israel and Judah, were 
conducted as prisoners to the country of their 
enemies, and reduced to a state of servitude. The 
kingdom of Israel was overthrown by the Assyri- 
ans, and that of Judah, by the Chaldeans or 
Babylonians. The people of the former never 
returned to their native land, but those of the 
latter did after seventy years of captivity. 

" Evil breaks forth. Root out evil." In these 
expressions, evil is a general name for disasters of 
all kinds, or in a limited sense, for wickedness. In 
either case there is an injunction to pull it up by 
the roots as a noxious plant. 

"Pull down to build, to plant," This is a figure 
readily understood, since the work of "pulling 
down and building up," is constantly going on; 
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sometimes it is an improvement, but frequently a 
disadvantage, and an architectural deformity. 

"Gird up the loins," This is a command fre- 
quently given by the sacred writers and readOy 
understood by the people of ancient times when 
they wore long flowing garments, fastened about 
the waist by a girdle. The figure implies that 
every one should be ready for work. 

"Ears of Jerusalem, House of Jerusalem." In 
the first expression, the Holy City is represented 
as a human being endowed with the capacity of 
hearing, etc. In the latter, it is represented as a 
house or a family. Both are figures of speech. 

"Break up the fallow ground," The Hebrews 
were an agricultural people, and would readOy under- 
stand any figure derived from the labor of tilling 
the soil. The prophet, in this command, implies 
they had neglected the cultivation of their land, 
and urges them to prepare the fallow or unculti- 
vated fields for sowing- The figure implies that 
the countrymen of the Man of God, had neglected 
to cherish pious sentiments, and control their sin- 
ful tendencies. 

" He shall come up as a cloud, His chariot as a 
whirlwind, His horses swifter than eagles," There 
are three distinct figures in this quotation. First, 
the Actor is represented as coming as a cloud. 
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suddenlyi and threatening a storm ; Second, His 
chariot in its swiftness, irregular, and circular 
movements is driven as by a whirlwind or cyclone ; 
Third, His horses swifter than eagles, birds that 
move through the air with remarkable speed. 

"Wash thy heart, O Jerusalem," Two figures 
are expressed in this sentence, First, Jerusalem is 
represented as a person ; and, Second, is exhorted 
to wash the heart, an impossibility if literally 
widerstood. It doubtless means that wicked 
thoughts and desires be carefully and constantly 
avoided, 

"Thoughts lodge with thee," Thoughts are pic- 
tured as guests or travellers, perhaps on a long 
journey, and as there were no public houses or 
inns where they could be entertained, it was hos- 
pitable to accomodate them, at some private dwel- 
ling, a custom very prevalent in ancient times. 

"Give out their voice," By a figure of speech, 
inanimate objects are often represented as living 
creatures, uttering sounds understood by their 
own species. — 

"Pains at heart," and "Hold thy peace" are 
expressions used as figures which are clearly 
understood, and are frequently employed. 

"Wise to do evil," seems a contradiction since 
one endowed with wisdom is not supposed to be 
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an evil-doer, but there is a kind of wisdom, more 
properly shrewdness, that is more or less con- 
spicuous in the deeds of the wicked. 

"The land spoiled," represents a country laid 
waste by an invading army, by pestilence, drought, 
or a failure of crops. 

" Earth without form, and void," represents this 
globe as in a chaotic state, which, according to 
modem science, was true in its early history. 
The figure may denote the condition of human 
affairs at certian times and occasions. 

" Mountains terrible," This probably refers to 
their grandeur. What earthly scene surpasses, if 
it equals, the magnificence and sublimity of a 
lofty mountain, or a range of mountains, with their 
rugged acclivities, and snow-crowned heads ; Some 
of the most remarkable events of the world, have 
occurred on mountains, while the ascension of 
some of them has been considered a wonderful 
exploit of modem explorers, 

"The earth mourns." By personification, the 
earth is represented as a mother, perliaps, mourn- 
ing on account of sorrows, sufferings, or loss of 
her children, in consequence of war, famine, or 
pestilence, calamities frequently occurring. 

"Cities swallowed up by earthquakes" — In 
this figure the earthquake is represented as swal- 
lowing whole cities with all the inhabitants, their 
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magnificent buildings and other works, a honibte 
monster from which one would wish to escape. 
These calamities have occasionally occurred in 
almost every part of the world, and are often con- 
sidered as a warning and chastisement for the 
people of the earth. 

" A seed wrapped in its evelop," Every observer 
of nature, understands the secret operations by 
which the seed, containing the germ of the future 
plant, becomes the source of a tree^ a plant, or a 
flower, sending its roots downward, and its 
branches upward. 

"Treasures swept away." One appointed to 
keep the streets of a city in a healthy condition, 
afid agreeable state, goes forth with his broom, 
removes the refuse from the side-walk, then 
carries the garbage of the street away to be 
destroyed. So one's treasures may be swept 
away by various agencies, as throughly and as 
suddenly as by a gale of wind. 

"Bears in its bosom the spark of vitality." 
Here are two ideas suggested. Some inanimate 
object is represented as a living creature, with 
only a sparic of vitality, which may be extinguished 
in a moment, and the figure is an appropriate 
expression to denote the uncertainty and brevity 
of human life. 
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" Mother earth" is a forcible and truthful 
figure to represent the origin of the human 
race. Man was formed out of the dust of the 
earth, and to dust he must return ; hence the 
propriety of saying *' Mother Earth." 

"Ages of human existence," In this figure, 
existence is used for human beings, who have 
lived upon the earth for a very long period. 

" A voice broken with sighs and tears, and 
a heart faint and weary." This represents one 
in great distress, so that speech can hardly be 
uttered on account of the eighs and tears of 
the sufferer, and at the same time he is ready 
to faint and be overcome by a sense of weari- 
ness. This may be the result of various causes. 

"Withstood the world." "Who is able to 
oppose or resist the power and influence of all 
the people of the world ? It is like one soldier 
alone engaged in fighting with all the power- 
ful armies of the world, and yet some bold and 
unflinching advocates of justice and] philanthropy, 
are presented to us as opposed in their works to 
all other men. 

"Take no thought for the morrow." By 
taking thought," is probably meant, needless 
anxiety, such as would mar the happiness, 
usefulness, and success of the present. By 
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tomorrow is intended the future, and is not 
confined to a single day. This injiuiction must 
refer to unnecessary anxiety, but it cannot 
mean that we should not make provision for the 
future by all reasonable methods, and then leave 
the result to the Divine Being to order as He 
thinks best. 

"Death is come into our windows, entered 
our palaces, to cut off the children." Death, 
that terrible messenger, in this figtire is presented 
to us as a thief or burglar, entering the dwellings 
through the windows, and even the palaces of 
the kings, to cause the death of the children, 
not even sparing these of royal and noble birth. 
This is a sad but faithful figure. 

"Pimished by the uncircumsized, as Egypt, 
Edom, Ammon, and Moab." The people of 
Judah, on account of their sins, would be subject 
to wars and invasions of these nations, though 
they were heathen. 

" Land burned up likea wilderness." This is a 
scene of a forest on fire, one fearfully destruct- 
ive. Of course the land could not be burned, 
therefore it must mean the dwellings, and other 
works of man, and the forests, fields of grain, 
and whatever was combustible. 
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" Forsaken the law, and walked after the 
imagination of their own hearts," Walking is a 
very common figure to denote the manner of 
one's life, and the imagination of the heart, 
means feelings, desires, or personal interests. 
The fellow countrymen of the prophets, had 
set aside the Divine law or commands, and 
followed their own inclinations. 

" Wine-cup of fury, taken at the hand of the 
Lord," The Supreme Being is here presented 
as holding a wine-cup in His hand supposed to 
be filled with the juice of the grape, which He 
is to give to His guests, but instead of wine, it 
is filled with " fury," wrath, indignation, meta- 
phorical expressions to denote His displeasure. 

"Wallowing in ashes, and howling," were acts 
to denote intense anguish and degredation, and 
was a common method of expressing grief among 
the ancients. 

"The Lord searches the heart," This is an 
attribute of the Supreme Being that should 
inspire the human mind with awe and fear, since 
no feelings, or thought can be concealed from 
Him. Is there an individual who would be will- 
ing to have all the secrets of his heart known 
to his fellow-creatures ? 
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" Fountain [of living waters," " Living water " 
is a figure to denote pure water, free from any 
unhealthy and filthly substances injurious to 
health, and perhaps to life. Drinking the water 
of life, is a common and agreeable figure, 
signifying partaking of spiritual blessings and 
appropriating them as necessary for the mind 
and souL 

"A tree planted by the waters," As is well 
understood, all vegetables require water for their 
growth, and in this respect they resemble the 
animal kingdom. A tree planted by the waters 
signifies that it is complete in all its parts ; 
tall, graceful, flourishing, extending its powerful 
limbs covered with verdant leaves, a noble object 
of the Creator's works, and of His beneficence. 
It may be used as a iigure to represent a well- 
developed and useful human being, affording 
like the tree, a shade from the heat and storms 
of life, to the poor way-farer. 

" Parched places in the wilderness, and a 
land of salt," These are figures to denote a 
region of desert land, with no refreshing streams 
or fountains of water, but on the contrary cov- 
ered with sand, or salt, consequently useless 
for vegetation. 
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" Heath in a desert," The word heath has dif- 
ferent meanings. Sometimes it signifies a desert 
or a cheerless tract of comitry, table land, a 
meadow, park, pleasure-ground, etc. In this pas- 
sage it probably signifies one of the last mentioned 
definitions. A region of fertile soil with trees, 
plants, and flowers, and supplied with pure water, 
in the midst of a desert, afFordes an agreeable 
figure. 

"The deceitful heart," One of the sacred 
writers said, "The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked." By heart is 
meant not the physical organ, absolutely essential 
to life, but the affections or moral nature of man, 
and the source of his feelings and responsible acts, 
hence the importance of having the heart right. 

"Inherit lies and vanity," This is not a desirable 
inheritance nor a profitable legacy to bestow, yet 
in consequence of human depravity, men prefer to 
be deceived, and pursue worthless and even dan 
geroua methods to attain fallacy, 
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"A pen of iron with the point of a diamond " The 
pen used by the ancients was the style with one 
end sharp and the other smooth, for the purpose 
of making erasures by smoothing the wax. They 
were pointed with a diamond as gold pens are at 
the present day, and were used to write on tablets 
covered with wax. The figure was an illustration 
of the importance of the writing. 

" Holding up the hands " was an act, frequently 
performed at the present day, to signify some 
sudden emotion, as horror or surprise, 

"Graven upon the table of the heart," In this 
figure the heart is represented as a tablet such as 
was used for engraving ; as some of the metals or 
precious stones employed for this purpose. En- 
gravings on metals were very durable, therefore 
an appropriate figure to represent the impressions 
made on the heart or mind. 

"The Lord shall utter His voice from His holy 
habitation," The Almighty is represented as 
speaking from heaven. His habitation, to the 
inhabitants of earth. He is sometimes repre- 
sented as Bitting upon His throne, as a Sovereign, 
and again as being omnipresent, 

"From one end of the earth to the other," 
This figure taken literally conveys a wrong idea, 
though it is frequently used at the present day. 
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The earth has no ends ; it is a globe. Figuratively, 
the expression means the entire world including 
continents and islands. 

"We shall all give a shout as they that tread 
grapes," This refers to the method in ancient 
times, of pressing the juice from the grapes, which 
M^s the wine then used. The laborers gathered 
the fruit, placed it in a wine-press, and then by 
springing up and down on the contents separated 
the wine from the grapes. During the opera- 
tion, the laborers would shout and sing. 

"Joining bouse to house, laying field to field," 
These are figures, to denote, perhaps, the material 
prospertity of a nation, as was the case with the 
Hebrews in some periods of their history. Such 
a condition may have increased their national 
pride and vanity, which needed a Divine punish' 
ment 

"Habitation in the midst ot the desert," This 
is a vivid picture of the lonely isolation of a 
family, in a barren region, with no vegetable pro- 
ductions, no neighbors, no living animals, nothing 
to vary the monotony of a solitary life, yet there 
have been persons who have voluntarily or by the 
force of circumstances followed such a life. The 
Scriptures afEord instances in the history of 
several individuals. 
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"The land of shadows" Or the land of per 
petual darkness, a repulsive scene from which the 
miad shrinks with horror. The region of the 
departed spirits is often represented by this figure, 
because it is one of which nothing possible is 
known, and one from which there is no return. 
Doubt and uncertainty, as well as danger, always 
confront the exploration of unknown lands, but 
the adventurer is encouraged by the hope of 
returning to his friends and country, thoi^h this 
is not true of one who enters the land of shadows. 

"Struck dumb," is an expressive figure to 
denote extreme surprise and consternation, so as 
to be unable to speak. 

" O that my head was waters ; mine eyes a 
fountain of tears." A very strong expression 
to denote the prophet's grief for the calamities 
that befel his nation in consequence of their 
sins. He was zealous for the Lord, yet he had 
an ardent attachment to his country and people. 
His natural tears were not sufficient to express 
his sorrow ; he would like to have a foimtain to 
supply tears for his extreme suffering. 

" Astonishment took hold of me. In this 
figure, astonishment is personified, and represented 
as seizing the prophet, who is evidently suffering 
mentally on accoimt of the sins of his people. 

" Drawing iniquity with cords of vanity and 
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sin with a cart-rope." These are very expressive 
figures. Iniquity is represented as a material 
substance, and is a synonym for sin, both being 
heavy and requiring great power to move them, 
but the workmen very foolishly attempted to do 
it by using very small, weak cords and ropes. 
The figure, perhaps, illustrates the folly of attempt- 
ing reforms, by inadequate methods. 

" A stiff neck." This is a figure often applied 
to the Hebrew nation by the sacred writers, to 
denote their stubborn disposition, as when one 
refuses to look on both sides of a question, but 
holds his head erect and persists in following 
his own course. 

"Delivered out of the hand of the terrible." 
Hand has been used as a figure of speech in all 
ages, and still holds a prominent place to denote 
power, or influence. To be under the control 
of the Terrible one, may refer to the condition 
of a slave under the despotic rule of a tyrant, 
which would be a fearful destiny, yet one 
experienced by innumerable multitudes of human 
beings, in all ages, and many countries. 

"Voice of mirth and gladness," This ia an 
instance of personificatioiL There is a difference 
between mirth and gladness, which renders an 
explanation necessary. Mirth signifies fun, glee, 
hilarity, merriment, etc, while gladness expresses 
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less delight, but usually a quiet pleasure. The 
prophet says, "There shall cease the voice of 
mirth from the streets of Jerusalem," signifying 
a boisterous demonstration of joy will cease. 

"Brought the children of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt," In this quotation several ideas 
are suggested. The Lord is represented as 
bringing or leadmg the descendants of Israel ot 
Jacob from the land, that is country of Egypt 
This presents Jeho^^h as the Commander of 
an expedition, which required nearly half a cen- 
tury to accomplish. 

" Hope of Israel" It is generally understood, 
that the prophet referred to the future Messiah 
whom his nation expected would appear on earth 
as their King and they looked foward to that 
event with joyful anticipations, hence He was 
called the "Hope of Israel" 

"The I^rd a strength, a fortress, and refuge," 
In ware and other calamities, the people need 
protection, and guidence by a competent and 
powerful leader. Besides, they require a place 
of safety or fortification well defended, to which 
they can flee in times of imminent danger. The 
Lord is represented as such a place, to which 
all who choose can escape in times of peril 



,11 by Google 



so FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

"Break a covenant," that is, set aside or 
ignore a contract made between two or more 
parties. In the Scriptures, God ia represented 
as making a covenant with His people ; that He 
will bestow His blessings upon them, on certain 
conditions on their part, as repentance, faith, 
obedience, righteousness, and other evidences of 
a godly life. This covenant was set aside by 
the people of the prophet's day, as has been 
done to a greater or less extent by otho* nations, 
ever since. 

"Led by a star," The heavenly bodies, 
. including stars, are frequently used as figures 
of speech. Sometimes the word star denotes a 
meteor, as was the case of the Wise Men ftf 
the East who followed this "Star" as It was 
called, to Bethlehem, to see the in&nt Saviour. 

"Anger of the Lord," Anger is a human 
passion more frequently wrong then justifiably 
though one of the sacred writers said, "Be ye 
angry and sin not," implying there is a righteous 
indignation. As expressing the feelings of the 
Lord, it signifies His disapproval of certain things 
in the conduct of individuals or the laws and 
customs of nations. 

" Fire devouring the stubble ; flame consuming 
the chaff," Stubble means the stumps of grain 
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left in the ground by the reaper, and chaff is the 
husks or covering of grains. Both are useless and 
are thrown away or burned. There are many 
worthless people in every nation and community 
whose lives may be properly compared to stubble 
and chaff. 

"Borders of the land," an expression easily 
understood to mean the boundary between differ- 
ent regions or countries. There may be advan- 
tages and disadvantages in living on the borders of 
a country, as has been frequently demcmstrated in 
the history of nations. Border wars sometimes 
occur, while residing near a foreign land has been 
an advantage to an accused person, whether guilty 
or not, as the opportunity of escaping to a place 
of safety, though in recent times, there exist laws 
in most comitries requiring the surrender of sup- 
posed criminals. 

" Root of rottenness," At first thought the ex- 
pression appears absurd, but as a figure of speech 
it is very expressive, denoting utter worthlessness, 
or thoroughly corrupt in every part even to the 
foundation. 

" Drinking the cup," This is a very common 
figure, used both in ancient and modem times, in 
which one thing is used for another ; as the vessel 
that contains the drink for the contents. It is 
frequently said, " drink a cup of tea or coffee," or 
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"a glass of water." The Saviour when instituting 
the "Lord's Supper" used the expression, "Drink 
this cup." 

" Hand streached out still," The hand extended 
denotes a wUlingness and a desire to assistt 
protect, and save those needing help. The Lord 
is represented in this attitude towards His people, 
though they have disobeyed Hia commands, and 
maintain their defiance of his laws. 

"The Lord sitting upon a throne; His train 
filled the Temple," A more majestic and awe- 
inspiring scene, could hardly be imagined. Here 
is the Supreme Sovereign seated upon His throne 
axalted above the crowd of worshippers, while His 
train of angels, archangels, cherubims, and seraph- 
ims, filled the Temple. Berore Him the countless 
hosts of the redeemed bow in humble reverence, 
and join in singing " Halleleujah ; glory, honor, and 
praise to him and the Lamb forever. 

" Like a lamb or an ox brought to the slaugh- 
ter," Neither of these animals offer any resistance, 
when led to the slaughter. The lamb especially, 
is the emblem of gentleness, meekness, docility and 
helplessness, and makes no resistance to its slayer 
— For this reason it is used as a type of the 
Saviour who is called the Lamb of God. 
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"Evil of the house of Judah and of Israel," 
Both nations are threatened by the same danger, 
the most imminent being a tendency to follow the 
idolatrous practices of the heathen nations, and 
for this sin, both were severely punished by cap- 
tivity, and in the case of Israel, were scattered as 
stubble, 

"Filled with drunkeness>" This presents a melan- 
choly picture of the moral depravity of the people. 
The vice of intemperance has more or less been a 
scourge of all nations to the present day, and 
probably causes more crimes than any other habit. 

"A crown of glory," The crown an emblem of 
royalty, has been an object of desire among all 
nations, and has been the cause of wars and the 
sacrifice of innumerable lives. It is used as a 
figure representing the reward of the faithful ser- 
vants of God, in which case it becomes a crown <A 
glory. 

"Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots?" This is a very expressive 
figure to represent unchangeable conditions, either 
in the physical or moral world, and they also apply 
to the spiritual. Will the transgressor, determined 
to pursue his evil courae, change it ? Not by his 
own power or will, but by Divine influences he 
may. The same is true of national sins, as was 
the case in the prophet's day. 



Upl:«l by Google 



54 FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

" Iron furnace," This was a machine for con- 
suming materials designed for destruction, and 
sometimes used for burning human beings. It is 
sometimes used as a figure of speech to denote 
very great affliction, and as a crucible for refining 
the character. 

"Land flowing with milk and honey," This 
figure was employed to illustrate the great rich- 
ness of Canaan or Palestine in its natural produc- 
tions. Milk and honey were considered veiy 
desirable kinds of food, and the land is repre- 
sented as affording rivers of milk, and an abund- 
ance ;of honey, a condition very tempting to im- 
migrants. 

''Rising early," As a figure, this represents 
prompt attention to whatever subject occupies the 
mind. It was sometimes applied to those pursu- 
ing lawful or unlawful labor, and sometimes to 
Jehovah himself who was quick to detect and 
punish wrong-doing. 

"Turned back to the iniquities of their fathers," 
The nation or people of Judah, are represented as 
retracing their steps in their march, and following 
the path of their ancestors which was full of 
dangers; that is, they pursued the same wicked 
courses. 

''Went after other gods. Cry unto the gods," 
The prophet lived in an age when idolatry of 
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various forms, was the dominant religion of the 
world, and his nation was the only one that 
recognized Jehovah as the Supreme and only 
Divinity, but even they were habitiially inclined 
to adopt the religion of their heathen neighbors* 
In this passage^ they are represented as crying 
unto other, or false gods, an expression to denote 
they prayed to them, and served them, Baal 
being one of the most prominent whom the prophet 
designates "a shameful thing." 

"Heart panting for the water-brooks," A young 
deer has been roaming through the pastures in a 
hot sun to find water to slake his thirst until he 
becomes weary and discouraged, and his breathing 
difficult, "So" remarks the sacred writer, "my 
soul pants for Thee, " meaning the Lord. 

"Tears have been my meat day and night," By 
the word meat is intended nourishment of any 
kind, and tears used metaphorically, denotes that 
the writer was suffering intense distress both day 
and night, therefore could get no rest or sleep. 

"Great and pleasant house desolate," This may 
refer to the temple, the most magnificent building, 
perhaps, that was ever constructed, more especi- 
ally for its richness. This building was destroyed 
by conquering armies, rebuilt and destroyed again, 
until nothing remains at present of this architec- 
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tural wonder. The expression " great and pleasant 
house " might appropriately apply to royal palaces 
and the dwellings of nobles. 

"Horse rushing into battle," During the con- 
flict of armies, it is said that the horse used by the 
cavalry, becomes so excited that he dashes with 
headlong speed into the "thickest of the fight," 
even though his rider may have fallen. 

The stork, turtle, crane, and swallow, also the 
serpent and cockatrice, have been used as figures 
of speech. The cockatrice, was a fabulous ser- 
pent whose breath and even its look was said to 
be fatal 

"Hung in the balance," this figure may be 
illustrated in the following manner. In one scale 
of the balance is placed one's good deeds, in the 
other his misdeeds. Which will predominate .' 
The rising or falling scale will decide. 

"Struck dumb; stung with rage and shame," 
These figures express the strongest emotions of 
the human mind, suffering under some great 
wrong or affliction, or "deadly peril," 

" Cry of the daughter of My people," In this 
passage, a child is represented as weeping. She 
is the daughter of the Lord's people, and is prob- 
ably mourning over the calamities of her nation, 
that have visited it or are threatening it. In the 
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time of the prophet who uttered these words, 
Jeniaalem and Palestine, were invaded by power, 
fid enemies, which was a sufficient cause for 
lamentation. 

" Robe of righteousness," The robe or dress has 
always been considered of great importance to 
an individcal, especially on public occasions, and 
in ancient times when men dressed in "flowing 
robes." The word is used as a figure, to denote 
the garments of the redeemed in heaven, who are 
described as clothed in white raiment, to signify 



"God's Book," This refers, of course, to the 
Sacred Scriptures, and very appropriately, since 
the different authors were inspired by Him. It is 
the voice of the Divine Author speaking to the 
people and is the only revelation of His will to 
man. 

"Their tongue is an arrow," The arrow is gen- 
erally used as a deadly weapon, and in earlier 
times was used in war. To compare the human 
tongue to an arrow, implies that it is often em- 
ployed in injuring others, as in falsehood and 
slander, quarrels, and disputes which frequently 
cause wars. Probably more calamaties have been 
caused by the tongue than in any other manner, 
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therefore human beinga are exhorted to bridle 
the tongue, as one must a wild and dangerous 
colt. 

" Casting away the law of the Lord," The law 
may signify in a literal sense, the sacred writings, 
and some of the wicked rulers of the Hebrews did 
destroy the law of God. In a spiritual sense one 
who disobeys or ignores the teachings of the 
Scriptures, casts away the law of the Lord. 

•• Take up a weeping and wailing," The 
prophet exhorts his countrymen to weep and 
lament on account of their sins and the dangers 
threathening them. Among orientals tears and 
loud lamentations were outward demonstrations 
of grief and fear. 

"Voice roaring like the sea." This refers, 
probably, to a storm on the ocean which is used 
as a figure of speech, and which is readily 
understood by any one who has witnessed such 
a scene. The rolling billows tossing the ship up 
and down, threatening to overwhealm it, attended, 
perhaps, by thunder and lightening, as is implied 
by the expression roaring, all combine to render 
the scene one of awe, terror, and danger, there- 
fore a voice typified by such spectacles is terrible. 

"Houses and fields tumed to others," The 
owners of real estate, in the times of the 
prophets, were forced to yield their possessions 
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to others without compensation, probably to 
their enemies or conquerors. This would be no 
light affliction, since owners of property in all 
ages, value their possessions next to their lives, 
and will defend them even at the risk of their 
lives. 

"The heart of the daughter of my people," 
This may refer to Jerusalem the beloved city, 
represented as the daughter of the nation, and 
endowed with deep eensibilities. 

" Filled with drunkenness," This is a fordble 
expression to denote the lamentable condition of 
a city, or a nation, that has yielded to this 
degrading vice, which has prevailed to a greater 
or less extent in all ages and coimtries. 

"Cities shut up," is a figure to denote the 
condition of a town during a siege when the 
inhabitants are imprisoned within its walls and 
subjected to great dangers from various causes, 
as starvation, want of water, plagues, riots, etc. 

"Cut off from the land of the living," Here 
are two distinct ideas. "Cut off" or separated 
as a useless branch of a tree, or a diseased 
limb of the human body. "The land of the 
living " implies, doubtless, the habitable globe, 
the regions occupied by the human rac^ or in 
a broader sense, of all living creatures. 
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"Woe to Jerusalem." This celebrated city is 
often personified and represented as suffering 
for the sins of the whole nation. No city has 
ever been so frequently used as a figure of 
speech as this one. The heavenly Jerusalem is 
the abode of celestial beings, and redeemed souls. 
There is no earthly city, perhaps, that has suff- 
ered such calamities. 

" A burning fire in the bones," No figure of 
speech is more expressive of intense suffering, 
physical or mental, than a burning fire. It is 
one frequently used by the sacred writers, and 
when this fire is consuming the bones of the 
human body, the imagination cannot conceive 
the intense suffering it would cause; but even 
such agony may be surpassed by mental 
suffering. 

" Everlasting confusion," A disorderly, tumult- 
uous, riotous condition of society, though it 
may not be permanent, is extremely deplorable 
and dangerous, but who can adequately reckon 
the perils of " everlasting confusion ? " 

" My word like fire ; a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in peices." The word of the Lord is 
represented as two distinct agents of distruction. 
First, as a fire, a most destructive power in 
nature, sweeping away the most magnificent 
works of man and the most beautiful and grandest 
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of those of the Creator. The other figure, that 
of a hammer is less sweeping in its effects, yet 
in the hands of a skillful workman it accomp- 
lishes great results. To break a solid rock in 
pieces, is no light achievment. Both these figures 
forcibly represent the power of the Divine word. 

"The burden of the Lord," The word burden 
is commonly used by the prophets to denote 
disaster, as the burden of Babylon, of Ninevah^ 
Moab, Egypt. Jeremiah told his people they 
were a burden, that is they were insupportable 
to the Lord, therefore He would break them to 
peices, 

"Stretched out the heavens," A figure to 
represent the works of the Creator, suggesting 
various ideas. The heavens may represent a 
vast curtain upon which are pictured the heavenly 
bodies, and which covers infinite space, and is 
made secure by immovable supports. 

"Sling out the inhabitants of the land," 
Reference is made to the bow, an instrument 
very generally used in ancient times as a war- 
like weapon, and in modem days for sport. 
"Sling out," etc. may signify to drive out, as 
an arrow is sent from a bow, or make an attack 
upon the inhabitants by shooting with the bow. 

" Judah moumeth. The gates languish. The 
cry of Jerusalem is gone up." These figures 
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give a vivid picture of the pathetic, condition 
of his nation in the time of the prophet. Judah 
representing the whole people, is in a state of 
mourning; the gates of the city are suffering 
from thirst, and Jerusalem is crying to God for 
help. Such a scene is exceedingly sad to a 
thoughtful mind ; what must it have been to the 
prophet, who witnessed it .' 

"The noble send their little ones to the 
waters ; they found no water, were ashamed 
and covered their heads." " The ground is 
chapped ; the ploughmen were ashamed and 
cursed their herds. The hind forsook her young. 
The wild asses snuffed up the wind like drag- 
ons." These scenes vividly portray the calamities 
of a drought, and have been witnessed by different 
nations in all ages. Sometimes these afflictions 
have been sent as punishments for national sins, 
as was the case in the prophet's <]ay. 

Like a wayfaring man, that is a traveller 
or vagrant. 

Life is a journey, a pilgrimage, but not every 
one's passage b the same. Some travellers find 
their path strown with Howers, shaded by mag- 
nificient trees, and watered by clear refreshing 
streams, while others find their way obstructed 
by stones at which they stumble, turbid streams. 
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fallen trees, dangerous serpents, and steep decliv- 
ties. 

"The sword, dt^s, fowls, and beasts," are 
employed to represent the agents of destruction, 
to which many others could be added, and used 
by the Evil One to injure the human race. 

" A green olive tree," Numerous figures of 
speech are taken from the vegetable kindom, 
and afford delightful illustrations of many different 
themes. Both the green and the dried plant 
are used for this purpose. A green tree, espec- 
ially one yielding fruit, is a figure representing 
a person performing good deeds, while a barren 
tree personifies one who does no benevelent acts. 
Another plant yeilding poor or mjurious fruit, is 
a figure for one whose conduct is sinful, and 
whose influence pernicious. 

"Widows increased above the sand of the 
sea. Bereave them of children." This is a 
melancholy picture of the horrors of war. In 
such times numerous wives are left widows, and 
from some cause, women are bereaved of their 
children, thus presenting desolate homes, and 
sorrowful wives and mothers. 

"Glory in wisdom, power, and riches." To 
glory or boast in one's "wisdom, power, or riches," 
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indicates a vain, proud, and conceited mind, 
unconscious of its limitations. 

"Way of tlie wicked, and way of the right- 
eous," Way means course of lite, and nothing 
is more evident, than that these two paths 
are widely divergent. One, that of the wicked, 
as taught by the Saviuor, is broad, with a wide 
and lofty gate, and numerous travellers, while 
the other, that of the righteous, is narrow, with 
a low gate, and few travellers. 

"Our iniquities testify against us," Here is 
a court scene presented. A criminal is brought 
before the judge to answer forthe crimes with which 
he is charged. The judge calls for witnesses, 
but the advocate says " there is no need of 
witnesses, for the men's iniquities testify against 
him," therefore the prisoner receives his sentence 
without further examination. 

"Give up the ghost," This is a very common 
expression to denote death, which is represented 
as surrendering the soul to the fearful messenger. 
The act is not voluntary but forced, and must 
be performed by every human being, but when, 
how, or where is known only to Him who gave 
us life. 

" Sun gone down while it is day'" Taken 
Hterally, it is an astronomical impossibility, hence 
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as a figure it implies a calamity of inexpres- 
sible amazement. Let us imagine the scene. 
It is mid-day in a great city, the people are 
busily engaged in their various employments 
when suddenly the sun, which has been clearly 
seen, drops below the horizon, and leaves the 
world in midnight darkness. What consterna- 
tion, fear, and anxiety pervade the minds of men ; 
some believe the day of judgment has come, 
and tremble, while others are angry and use 
profane language. 

"Stretch forth the tent and set up the cur- 
tains." The method of setting tp and taking 
down a tent is well understood, since they have 
been used from ages immemorial, both in times 
of peace and war. As the Israelites were in 
ancient days, a pastoral people, they dwelt in 
tents, so that as they removed from one region 
to another they could carry their dwellings 
with them. Some of the nations of the present 
day follow this mode of life, and are skilful in 
the use of the tent. 

'' Make the city a heap ; a den of dragons," 
This was a fearful calamity, sent as a punishment 
for the sins of the inhabitants, and has been 
literally fulfilled in regard to some ancient cities, 
especially Babylon, Ninevah and others. The 
magnifiicent buildings of these ancient cities, 
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including palaces and temples, left uninhabited, 
decayed and their ruins were buried beneath the 
soil to a great depth. 

"Bringing the wind out of his treasures." 
The Lord is represented as bringing the wind 
from His store house, kept as an agent to per- 
form His will. The fearfully destructive power 
of the wind is seen in hurricanes and cyclones, 
yet it performs some beneficient offices. Without 
a powerful circulation of air, the earth would be 
uninhabitable to man or the lower annimals. 

"Tears have been my meat day and night." 
That is, food expressed by the general term 
"meat," The prophet felt so keenly the calam- 
ities that befel bis nation, that he could take 
no food, nor sleep, day or night, but spent 
the time in weeping and lamentation. National 
dangers, with all patriotic spirits, are more 
deplorable than personal afflictions. The love 
of country is, with most persons, the strongest 
passion of the human mind, and for it men 
will sacrifice every personal consideration, as 
property, home, family, and even life. This is 
generally true of all nations. 

"Deep calleth unto deep," A figure not 
eaisly explained, but suggestive of some important 
event that may affect the whole world. By 
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"deep" ia evidently meant waters of the sea 
or ocean, that in their rolling, dashing waves, 
may represent their voices speaking to one 
another. Water-spouts, billows, waves, and other 
nautical terms, are frequently used as figures 
of speech. 

" God the health of my countenance," This 
is a figure to denote that He is the Soiu-ce of 
all our blessings, including life and health. 
The countenance generally expresses physical or 
mental suffering, though there are exceptions to 
the rule. 

"Led by light and truth," A forcible meta- 
phor to express a beautiful and encouraging 
thought. What more comforting in this world 
of darkness and deceit than to be led by the 
band of light and truth as guides t 

"Echoed around the world." A voice is 
heard asking some important question. The 
sound of this noise passes on from mountain to 
mountain, from valley to valley, from ocean to 
ocean, until it passes around the world, and is 
heard by all its inhabitants of every nation and 
tribe. What a grand and mspiring thought ; 
yet this remarkable event was predicted of the 
glad tidings of the gospel by the prophets, and 
preached by the apostles, and is now being ful- 
fiUed. 
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"Bugle blasts of liberty." The love of liberty 
is inherent in the human soul, and to attain 
that object, any sacrifice will be made. It has 
been and still is the cause of all the wars 
that have desolated the. earth, and are still 
going on. In the above quotation, Liberty is 
represented as a goddess sounding a bugle, to, 
summon' the nations to a conflict for freedom. 
This is one of the emblems of our own country 
and free government. 

"Set up a kingdom," By this expression is, 
undoubtedly intended that a government of 
some form, should be maintained. It is absolutely 
necessary that human laws should be establbhed, 
and supported, otherwise anarchy, contentions, 
strife, and bloodshed would abound, and one of 
the greatest perils of the present day, arises 
from the principles and methods of anarchists. 

"Valiant for the truth." This implies that 
one should defend truth as a valiant soldier 
defends his country, even with his life. Martyrs 
for the truth in all ages, have surrendered their 
lives rather than abandon their principles. Per- 
secutions still are inflicted upon those who firmly 
insist upon maintaining their opinions and 
pursuing their course of life. 

" Incense from Sheba ; sweet cane from a 
far country." There is a difference of opinion 
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about the locality of Sheba. Some writers 
have supposed it was Arabia ; others that it 
was Ethiopia. Incense was composed of different 
spices, but it differs from gum arabic obtained 
from Suez. Sweet cane referred, doubtless, to 
the sugar-cane, imported from distant countries, 
where it grew. 
CUnder the shadow of the Almighty." This 
figure implies danger, and a refuge or place of 
safety in times of peril to which all are liable 
either from physical or moral causes. In thb 
metaphor, the Supreme Being is represented as 
affording a shade for protection against the 
storms of life, meaning that He will defend those 
who put their trust in Him. 

" Citizens of Heaven," This evidently implies 
that heaven is a place or vast city, the abode of 
the saints, designated citizens, but of its locality 
no one can tell. It may be one of the planets, 
and that it b a material world seems probable, 
since it contains the glorified bodies of some that 
have ascended from earth. 

" A voice of thunder," " A tremendous uproar," 
These are very expressive figures, in which 
thunder is represented as speaking, causing a fear- 
ful commotion inspiring every one with fear. 
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This may apply to the judgments of God, sent to 
chastise the disobedient and inspire them with 

"Make this house like Shiloh," This was a city 
in Palestine which Joshua made his head quarters, 
when the messengers were sent to explore the 
country, and here the divisions of the land were 
assigned to each tribe. The name Shiloh is sup- 
posed to have been applied to the Messiah, the 
King, as the Jews believed or the Christian Jews to 
be Jesus Christ, 

"The city a curse to all nations," Any city 
whether Jerusalem, Babylon, Ninevah, or Rome 
may become a curse to all nations, according to 
the character of the inhabitants. Great cities 
have always been, to a greater or less extent, the 
centre of the power, wealth, and influence of 
nations, therefore many of the denunciations of 
the prophets were uttered against cities, and many 
of them were utterly destroyed, affording a melan- 
choly lesson which should be heeded by modem 
cities. 

" Shed innocent blood," This is a figure fre- 
quently used, the meaning of which is easily under- 
stood. Blood is metaphorically used for life, and 
the examples are innumerable in which innocent 
persons have been slain, sometimes with fearful 
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tortures, as in times of wars and persecutions, and 
these slaughters are still going on. 

" Speaking mouth to mouth; eyes beholding 
eyes," These are figures denoting intimate commu- 
nication between persons. For example, here are 
two individuals, holding, it may be, a private com- 
munication with each other, and standing face to 
face, looking into each others eyes, with a search- 
ing glance, as if to read their thoughts. 

" Making an end of nations," The utter annihi- 
lation of powerful nations has occurred in several 
instances, and why may it not happen again ? 
Where are some of the celebrated nations of anti- 
quity, once the terror of the world, as the Assy- 
rian, Ninevite, Chaldean, ancient* Roman, and 
others ? They are entirely swept away, and some 
of their famous cities burned beneath the soiL 

" They shall moimt up as eagles," " Motmt up," 
of course signifies flying high in the air, as the 
eagle does, a position of safety from which he can 
survey the objects on the earth and learn where to 
secure his prey. The eagle, that may be called 
the king of birds, is frequently selected as a figure 
of speech, and also as the emblem of a nation, as 
in the case of our own country, and among the 
ancient Romans, and some other people. In a 
spiritual sense it may represent the final triumph 
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of the godly over the world, the flesh, and Satan. 

" Lay hold of," is a common expression for tak- 
ing in the hand, or otherwise making use of, and 
is well understood. 

" Eat up the flocks and herds ; eat up the vines 
and flg trees," these objects of the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms represent a large element in 
the nourishment of the human race, and if they 
are consumed from any caus^ whether war or 
^rnine, it would be an inconceivable misfortune. 

"Vestibule of heaven," In this expression, 
heaven is represented as a magnificent building, 
probably a cathedral, with a vestibule or porch, 
such as the Temple at Jerusalem had, the most 
celebrated edifice, perhaps, ever built, for its rich* 
ness, though not the largest What inconceivable 
splendor pervades heaven as represented by the 
sacred writers. 

" Brought up out of the sea," This figure may 
be appropriately ascribed to the Israelites during 
their journey from Egypt to Canaan, when they 
crossed the Red Sea. 

"Horn of Israel," The horn of animals is fre- 
quently used to illustrate several different ideas. 
It is the emblem of strength, and is used by 
several species of animals for defence and assault, 
when it becomes a very formidable weapon. It is 
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sometimes called "the bom of ploity," and is 
used to sound a signal of alann, or to give notice 
of any important event. In the quotation above; 
it may signify defense or the expected Hesaiab, 
who is sometimes represented by this figure. 

" Defenced city, with brazen walls," It has 
been the practice of all nations, especially in 
ancient times, to enclose their cities with stimg 
walls, high and to'oad, with towers and other 
appliances of protection, but in later times walled 
towns are less frequent, since they could be easily 
attacked by modem implements of war. 

"Trod down the sanctuary," This may refer to 
the destmction of the Temple by invading armies, 
a calamity that ha{^>ened several times, either 
completely or partially, diuing the different si^es 
of the city of Jerusalem. 

"Rending the heavens," "Mountains flow down," 
"Threatening sky and clouds," These are very 
forcible figures to denote the fearful aspects erf 
some of Nature's laws. Rending the heavens 
may refer to thunder and lightning; mountains 
flowing down, and volcanoes, etc, all calculated to 
inspire the mind with awe and reverence. These 
natural phenomena, may be the types of wars, 
pestUence and other adversities, incidrat to the 
human race. 
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"Razed to the ground, Raised to the throne,'* 
This is an instance of two words of the same pro- 
nunciaticm but opposite meanings. Buildings are 
spoken of as being razed, that is pulled down, 
while a prince invested with royal power, is said 
to be raised to the throne. In both examples the 
figure is clear and expressive. 

"Place a hand on the seal," Those who have 
witnessed a deed or will, understand what this 
ceremony implies. Though seemingly superfluous 
and even ridiculoos, yet it is one of the legal 
requirements to make the document legaL 

-' Storm a castle," The word storm is used as a 
military term, and men of war understand its im- 
port. Castles have always been strongly fortified, 
and to storm one, that is attack it, has always been 
a difHcult achievement, often attended with great 
loss of life. 
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Illustrations, 

"Words as fire; the people wood," The nature 
of fire and what it will do are perfectly under- 
stood. Though it is fearfully destructive if not 
under control, yet it is indispensable to the com- 
fort and even life of the human race. When it is 
used as a figure to represent the words spoken by 
the human tongue, it is very emphatic. In the 
above example the words fire, are represented as 
consuming the people as if they were wood. 
Whoever the speaker may have been, his power 
over his audience was overwhelming. 

" Land a desolation," an astonishment, a curse, 
without inhabitants," In this solemn declaration, 
a fearful scene is presented, to the imagination. 
A country once fertile prosperous and densely 
populated, is laid waste, and without inhabitants, 
or any living creature, thus aflEording a pros- 
pect that fills the mind with astonishment, and 
suggests the thought that a curse had been pro- 
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nounced against it, and these calamities had been 
sent as a punishment for national sins. It is not 
improbable that some regions of the globe are 
still in such a desolate condition, and for the same 
reason. 

" Cut off thy heart, O Jerusalem, and cast it 
away," This is an example of personification, in 
which the capital city is represented as an indi- 
vidual corrupt at heart. 

" Lest My soul depart from thee," This admoni- 
tion was uttered by the Lord to warn His people 
against the dangers of being forsaken by Him, and 
left to follow their own sinful ways. By soul is 
probably meant, the Spirit of the Lord, or per- 
haps, the HiJy Spirit, or the third Person of the 
trinity. 

"The wolf and Iamb feeding together. The 
lion eating straw like an ox," The prophet, by 
these remarkable figures, represents the reign of 
the future Messiah, it is supposed, when one of 
the most ferocious beasts is friendly to one of the 
most helpless and innocent, the emblem of meek- 
ness, and the lion, the terror of the forest, 
becomes like the docile ox that unresistingly 
submits to the yoke. 

"Cut off thy hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it 
away." This is another instance of personifica' 
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tion In which the sacred city is enjoined to cut 
off her hair, an act which would render her, in 
those times, an object of contempt when it was 
the fashion for both sexes to wear long hair. 

"Pollute the land with wickedness," There 
are several physical causes that may render a 
country unsafe for the health and life of the 
inhabitants ; as impure air, pestilence, contagious 
diseases, etc, but there are more serious dangers, 
such as aSect the morals of a community, 
namely, wickedness. 

"Jerusalem the throne of the Lord." This 
figure represents the beloved city as a throne 
for Jehovah, the supreme Sovereign not only of the 
Jews, but also of all the nations of the earth, 
whom He governs. The figures in which Jeru- 
salem is mentioned either directly or implied, 
are innumerable. There never has been, and 
probably never will be, another city that can 
equal it for the splendor of its buildings, espec- 
ially the Temple, its wealth and renown among 
contemporary nations, and forthe intense reverence 
and aiiFection of the nation for their beloved 
capital. It has been made the symbol of heaven 
under the name of "The New Jerusalem." 

"Glean the remnant of Israel as a vine," 
This simile refers to the law of the Jews in 
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r^ard to the vintage The husbandman was 
required to leave some of the fruit and grain 
for those who owned no fields, and who gleaned 
or gathered up the scattered remnants for their 
own use. This was a benevolent law for the 
benefit of the poor, in times when there . were 
no hospitals for such. The expression " remnant 
of Israel" seems to imply the command was 
given after the captivity of the people of Judah 
by the Chaldeans, or of Israel by the Assyrians. 
The former returned, after a captivity of 70 
years, but the latter never returned as a nation 
to their native land. 

" Fed with knowledge and miderstanding," 
Life and even health depend upon food, and 
largely upon its character. IE it is wholesome and 
nourishing it will strengthen the physical powers, 
but if it is indigestible or otherwise injurious, it 
causes illness and even death. The human 
intellect as truly requires nourishment as the 
body for its growth, and this food consists of 
knowledge and understanding which are gained 
only by thought and study. 

" Heritage an abomination." This depends 
upon the nature of the inheritance. Earthly pos- 
sessions have always been regarded as a great 
blessing, though too frequently, they have proved 
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a misfortiine, but there are other heritages that 
are designated abominations, which have descended 
from ancestors, such as feeble constitutions the 
result of sinful habits. 

" Harsh and boisterous tongue of war." is an 
example of personification representing war as 
uttering harsh language, and stirring up strife, 
causing fearful calamities, laying waste countries 
and destroying human lives. It is impossible 
for the mind to conceive, or the pen to record 
all the misfortunes caused by war, yet they have 
been waged in all ages to the present day. 

'*Walk in the law," The word walk is fre- 
quently used to denote the manner of life, as 
walking " in the law " means obeying the 
commands of the Lord ; walking in his steps, 
or following the example of an another, walking 
uprightly; living a moral, honorable life, etc. 

" A voice broken with sighs and tears," 
When one is suffering from great affliction the 
heart is moved, the feelings are stirred, ' and if 
an attempt is made to speak, the voice is sup- 
pressed with sighs and tears, the outward signs 
of grief. 

" Turned a rout to a victory, and won the day." 
Such events occur in all wars. "Win the day * 
is a figure to denote a triumph over an enemy 
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or opponent, and is employed to denote success 
in various employments, where there is compe- 
tition or difficulties to be overcome. Sometimes 
the victor is rewarded by a crown or laurel wreath. 
"The crooked made straight, the rough places 
plain." This refers to the public highways for 
travellers, especially for those riding on horse 
back or in carriages. If these roads wind in 
and out with sudden curves, and are obstructed 
by loose stones, fallen branches of trees, or other 
obstacles, it would cause' the traveller much 
trouble, danger, and delay, and to have the 
road straightened and freed from obstacles would 
be an inestimable advantage. In a figurative sense, 
almost every human being encounters difficulties 
which must be overcome as great as those of 
the traveller, and even greater. 

" The waters of Shiloh that go softly," 
Shiloh was a place frequently mentioned by the 
sacred writers, and used as a figure of speech. 
It was situated on a small stream whose waters 
were gentle, an emblem of peace. 

'* King of Assyria a vine," Why he was com- 
pared to a vine is not easily understood. The 
value of the grape-vine is apparrent, and its 
fruit has always been esteemed. It is very fre- 
quently emiJoyed as a figure of speech and 
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was used by the Saviour who called himself 
the True Vine, and his diciples the branches. 
The cultivation and use of this fruit was an 
important business, and the mode of preparing it 
for wine, constitutes an important figure. Tread- 
ing the wine-press, was a laborious task, 
Jesus is represented as performing this exercise' 
alone, which was very exhausting. 

" The Lord will hiss for the fly and the bee," 
These insects, when moving in large swarms, 
are not only annoying hut exceedingly destructive, 
and are mentioned in the passage as judgments 
to chastise the people. They were sent to afflict 
the Egyptions for refusing to allow the Israelites 
to escape from bondage. The sting of the bee 
causes much suffering, and the presence of flies 
in large numbers are a great nuisance. 

"Stretching out the wings." A figure derived 
from the habit of the feathered species when 
ready to fly, or when protecting their young 
from danger. The habits of birds afford an in- 
teresting subject for thought, and are used quite 
frequently for figures of speech. The instinct of 
the mother bird when teaching her little brood 
to fly is both interesting and amusing. A part 
of her instruction consists in making their home 
or nest uncomfortable, and this habit has been 
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used by the sacred writers as a figure of speech. 

" A people broken in pieces. What a fear- 
ful calamity for a nation to be " broken in pieces," 
or utterly destroyed. When a vessd is broken 
in pieces, it is thrown away as useless, y^ 
such a judgment has been inflicted upon some 
of the powerful nations of antiquity, and ibay 
be sent upon modem people who ignore the 
laws d God. 

" I^d burned up," This is a very expressive 
figure^ and gives us a picture of a fearful scene. The 
imagination views a terrible conflagration spread- 
ing all over the country, sweeping away every 
tree, and all the works of human skill; and 
perhaps fire issues from the ground, as it is 
believed the interior of the globe ia a burning 
sea. It is predicted that in the day of judg- 
ment, the earth will be destroyed by fire^ and 
"the elements will melt with fervent heat." 

"Making bay while the sun shuies." One 
familiar with the methods of agriculture readily 
understands this figure. "Making hay" mowing 
the grass, spreading it to dry by the sun, and 
then gathering it into carts for the bam where 
it is stored for use. Simshine is essential for 
such labor, or at least absence of rain is important, 
and the figure implies that judicious forethought. 



,11 by Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS. 83 

and a promptness to seize favorable oppotimities, 
are of great importance in the accomplishment 
of an object. 

"Slipped from his hands," This it is plain, 
means loosing an advantage by carelessness, or 
incapacity to hold, after gaining possession. " The 
more we know, the less we know." 
This is apparently a direct contradition, yet it 
is the truth. An ignorant person is more inclined 
to be conceited than one who has more knowledge, 
for the reason the latter understands better the 
vast field of learning, which makes him feel his 
ignorance. 

"Swept into the sea," The Hurricane or 
Cyclone, moves over the land with his broom 
and sweeps every object to the ground including 
the largest buildings, scattering their valuable 
contents, and killing every living creature. 

" Send a sword after them," Perhaps there 
is no instrument so frequently used as a figure 
of speech, both in ancient and modem times, 
as the sword, a military weapon, perhaps for 
the reason that it signifies wars and conflicts, 
which have always existed. The sacred writers 
speak of the " Sword of the Spirit " which, 
metaphorically, pierces the heart of the peni- 
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tent siimers. Nations are said to be consumed 
by tbe sword, and countries kid waste by its 
destructive power. 

" Coalition fell to peices." This figure signifies 
that the persons constituting a confederacy or 
union of different individuals] could not agree on 
the object of the coalition and it was a failure, 
therefore it was dissolved. 

" Play the mischief," A figure to denote that 
an individual or a course of conduct will bring 
disaster or failure if left to himself or itself. 

•' Line of duplicity," Line is frequently used 
to signify a measure or course of action, which 
may be honorable or deceitful intended to gain 
an advantage. 

" A ringing speech," like the sound of a bell 
to which one must give attention, on account 
of its powerful eloquence, convincing arguments 
or surprising denunciations, etc. 

"A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush," By this figure is implied that a small 
blessing already possessed or " in the hand " 
is better than two not yet attained, though in 
sight, since no one can tell whether it may 
not fly away. 

"Spell-bound," Overcome with admiration or 
surprise, so that all other subjects for the 
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moment are forgotten, A compaign orator is 
sometimes designated a " spell-binder," because 
he fascinates, as it were, his bearers, 

"On the stump," This means to make an 
address for campaign purposes. It is derived 
from the custom of Western speakers in early 
times to mount the stump of a tree when 
addressing an audience. 

"Hop, skip, jump," This amusing manoeuvre, 
denotes hilarity, joy, and frolic, and is used 
as a figure sometimes. 

"Hissed off the stage," To hiss is to make 
a noise like that of a goose or a serpent, and 
is made by an audience to express scorn, con- 
tempt, and derision. Such demonstrations are 
not unfrequently made at public meetings. 

"Take the bull by the horns," This would 
be a very hazardous undertaking since such 
animals are usually fierce and warlike. His 
horns being his principal weapons of warfare, if 
seized would render him helpless, but the exploit 
of *' taking him by the horns," would be attended 
with great peril by his captor. 

"Bold as a lion sly as a fox." The lion 
one of the fiercest of wild animals, is so con- 
scious of his strength, that he is ready to 
undertake remarkable feats, and may be a 
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dangerous enemy to larger and more intelligent 
foes. The fox is often used as a metahpor for 
cunning and deceit. He is the opposite in 
characteristics to the lion. For one to be com- 
pared to a fox, is not very flattering. 

" Falsehood a molten image." Idolatry, the 
worship of " a molten image " is very appropriately 
named Falsehood, though it is not always confined 
to heathen nations, at least in spirit, for self 
and earthly friends and possessions, are not 
unfrequently the objects of worship. 

"A den of dragons," The dragon is so 
fearful a creature that it makes one shudder to 
think of him. What then must be a den filled 
with these terrible serpents ? Yet cities have 
been designated dens of dragons, implying the 
fearful wickedness of the inhabitants. It may 
also refer to cities laid waste, as Babylon which 
became the home of dragons. There are places 
in modem times that may be called " dens of 
dragons." 

" Ollapodrida," A Spanish dish composed of 
various kinds of meat and vegetables mixed to- 
gether, hence it is used as a figure to denote 
any miscellaneous collection. 

"A bone of contention," This refers to the 
habits of dogs to fight and quarrel for the 
possessions of a bone to knaw. The figure im- 
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plies to persons or parties contending for the 
same object, though it may be of no more value 
than a bone. In a broader sense, it may represent 
disputes between different societies organized 
for the same purpose, a very common occurrence 
since it would be very difficult, if not impossible, 
to find two persons who agree in every partic- 
ular <Hi the same subject. 

"A bee in his bonnet" Judging from the 
nature of this insect, it would not be a very 
desirable object to carry in one's bonnet, for 
two reasons. First it could inflict pain from 
its sting. Second its constant buzzing would be 
a great annoyance. The figive may apply to 
one who is constantly hounded with some pet 
scheme which he wishes to carry out, or for 
the attainment of some long-cherished purpose, 
not yet attained. 

'■ From start to finish. This phrase is only 
another mode of saying, " From beginning to 
Old," and is clearly understood. 

" Storm-centres." Those accustumed to observe 
the changing of the weather, claim to forecast 
the storms that may occur in differoit localities. 
They have been styled. 

"Weather Prophets," perhaps in irony, but 
the General Government has established a 
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department at the Capital, called " The Weather 
BweaiL" The expression "Storm-centres may 
be used as a figure to represent conflicts of a 
political, industrial, and religious character, which 
have their centres in some special locality. 

" Led in song, led in prayer," This of course 
refers to those who began the services by sing- 
ing or by prayer. The word lead is often used 
metaphorically, for conducted, or commanding, as 
the general led his army, etc, 

" Heart and soul," As generally understood, 
the expression means earnestly, sincerely, but 
there is a difference between heart and soul. 
The word heart used as a figure, is the source 
of the affections and passions, while the soul 
or the immortal element in man, is often used 
to denote the intellectual element, or mind, 
therefore the two combined would represent his 
entire nature. 

" Thorn in the flesh," It is plain to the 
imderstanding, that such a misfortune would 
cause great suffering, and yet there are calami- 
ties that befall many persons far greater and 
harder to endure, then the "thom in the flesh." 
The worst of these misfortunes are those which 
move the feelings and trouble the mind, 

" Dog in the manger," This canine animal 
has been frequently employed ag a figure of 
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speech, generally to denote a mean, worthless, 
sly, or lazy fellow. The expression "to throw 
to the dogs " implies that the article thus disposed 
of is o£ no value. "Go to the dogs" is a 
term of contempt. Perhaps no animal has been 
more maligned than the dog, yet few of the 
dimib creatures have been more useful and faith- 
ful to men, so that he has won the name of 
"faithful dog," and has been employed in many 
useful ways ; as for watching, carrying despatches, 
especially in the army, etc. The figure "dog in 
the manger" implies his firm if not obstinate 
will, since he will not leave his position, nor 
permit any other creature to occupy it. 

•' Earn his bread," is an expression to denote 
working to gain a liveihood or in other words 
to acquire the means of paying all his expenses. 
Bread is a synonym for all the necessary expenses 
of living, and is sometimes called " the staff of 
life." 

" Waved his handkerchief," This is frequently 
done as a signal and, used as a figure, intimates 
that some warning or intelligence is given of an 
expected event. 

" A drummer," This official is of great 
importance in military companies. His instrument 
is used in camp and on marches, and its sound 
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must be strickly obeyed. The term is employed 
to desigante in time of peace, one who travels 
about to solicit custom. 

" Laughing stock," An individual or an enter- 
prise may become an object of ridicule, caricature, 
or contempt, by his or its absurity, and thus 
become " stock " for laughter. Such persons 
are known in almost every community, though 
sometimes their enterprises prove remarkable 
sucesses. 

" Persona grata," These Latin words are 
sometimes used to express gratitude for favors 
received. 

"Treading on one's toes," This expression 
may denote the close proximity of individuals, 
and perhaps carelessness, by which one inflicts 
an injury upon his neighbor. There may be 
occassions when it is inevitable as in great crowds, 
but otherwise it would be considered a mark of 
ill-breeding. 

•' Hang out a shingle," This probably refers 
to the practice of placing the name and business 
of an individual of a firm over his door, and is 
used as a figure of speech to publish or make 
known to the public one's purposes. 

" Under which lurked a moral," This is an 
instance of personification, in which " Moral is 
represented aa hiding in some place, but ready 
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to appear when the occasion presents itself. 
Public speakers and authors sometimes find it 
expedient to conceal the main purpose of their 
speeches and writings, until they have won the 
attention and interests of their audience or 
readers, when their efforts will be appreciated, 
and the lesson understood. 

"J oshed his audience," Here is an example 
in which the speaker is represented with a 
whip in his hand going about the assembly and 
applying his lash right and left, without regard 
to age, sex, or station. His vigorous denuncia- 
tions and caustic language awed his listemers 
so they dared not manifest any opposititm or 
resentment, 

" Drew his pen and made a rough sketch," 
Here are two ffgures, that of drawing the pen, 
and that of a rough sketch, both of which are 
easily understood. 

" Unwinding the plot," This means disclosing 
the scheme or plan of any undertaking, right or 
wrong. If the latter, there is generally much 
deception, many intricate windings, and dangerous 
pitfalls that require close attention, clear under- 
standing, and a firm will, to avoid. Whoever 
neglects these, is pretty sure to fall into a snare, 

"Pen and ink sketches," An artist is said to 
sketch an object when he makes an outline or 
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general representation, to be completed by details. 
This he does with his brush. So an author 
sometimes, makes a simple sketch of the subject 
in writing, leaving his "picture" to be completed 
by his readers according to their fancy. 

" Ruled by doubt and dread," A very undesir- 
able state of the mind, to be doubting and at 
the same time fearing that some calamity may 
occur, which, in many instances, never does. 
This tendency may be considered "borrowing 
trouble, " 

"Cul-de-sac," A trap. As a military term it 
means a position in which an army is placed 
with no way of escape but to the front The 
term is used as a figure of speech. 

" Balderdash " as a common phrase is used 
to denote a senseless jargon of words, as non- 
sense or trash. 

" Hit the nail on the head," A carpenter 
knows that to make the blow of his hammer 
efEective, he must "hit the nail on the head." 
As a figure, it implies that a public speaker, in 
order to make a deep impression upon his 
audience, must use such language, and offer 
such arguments as will convince their minds 
and move their hearts. The same truth applies 
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to Other professions and business transactions. 

" From top to toe," means of course, completly, 
thoroughly, etc. 

" In his shoes," is an expression frequently 
used to denote being in one's place and imder 
the same conditions. No person can perfectly 
understand the character of his friend or enemy j 
hi3 joys and sorrows, his trials and temptations, 
therefore one should exercise patience^ forbear- 
ance, charity, and sympathy for his fellow creatures 

"Brow-beat," is to silence or depress one by 
haughty looks, or arrogant assertions, a method 
sometimes employed to intimidate a witness in 
court, and wheedle is to entice by flattery, or 
to coax. 

"Trough of the sea," or the space between 
two h^h vraves. Used as a figure of speech is 
very expressive as one acquainted with sea-life, 
can well understand. 

" Little by little^" This expression is so indefi- 
nite it may be applied to a great many different 
subjects and conditions of human affairs. " Day 
by day" is somewhat similar. 

" A big gun," Used as a figure when applied to 
a person, it implies that he is an important 
character in public affairs, or it may be a forci- 
ble speaker in public, whose orations may be 
compared to the sound of a large cannon. 



,11 by Google 



94 FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

"HaQ fellow well met," This is a cordial 
greeting to a friend, and may be used to denote 
the agreement between acquaintances on various 
topics, and that the meeting was timely. 

" Hoping against hop^" This is a seeming 
inconsistency, but it nevertheless often occurs. 
It implies that the object aimed at is apparently 
unattainable, but by perseverence in overcoming 
obstacles, the victory is won, a result due to per- 
sistent effort under discouiagaging circumstances. 

"Took to the woods," This implies that to 
avoid danger, the one threat«ied escapes to a 
forest where, among the trees, he can hide. As 
a figure it may apply to one who tries to ccaiceal 
his plans or his sentiments by subterfuge, or a 
hidden meaning in his language. 

"The game is not worth the candle" is a 
form of expressing the object sought is worthless. 

"A net for the feet," The net used to catch 
birds is frequoitly used as a figure of speech to 
denote a trap, a snare or some deceptive method 
to entice one to adopt a dangerous course of 
action or a false theory. " A fire in the bones" 
b another figure denoting some fearful calamity. 
The bones of the human body, constitute its 
main support ; hence the peril and suffering 
arising from an internal fire, must be inexpressi- 
ble. 
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"Sitting solitary," It has been the custom of 
all ages to designate cities and countries as in 
the feminine gender. Thus Jerusalem or Zion 
is represented as a woman weeping over the 
desolution of her country, and the captivity of 
the people. She sits solitary as a widow mourn. 
ing the loss of her children. 

"Princes like harts," The deer roams over 
the fields in pursuit of pasturage, and in times 
of drought, must suffer from hunger and thirst ; 
so in a period of national calamity, such as war 
and famine, even the princes and nobles of a 
nation may suffer from the same cause. They 
also may be compelled to flee as a deer to some 
place of refuge against their enemies. 

" Stings like a serpent and bites like an adder," 
This is a fearful symbol, and wakens terror and 
repungnance. In a moral s^ise, sins of all kinds 
may, in their results, be compared to the bite 
of serpents. 

"The Lord hath trodden under foot," To 
tread under foot implies the scorn, contempt, 
and destruction of a worthless object For an 
individual to be treated in this manner is fear- 
ful, but when applied to a nation, the calamity is 
overwhelming, yet it was inflicted, in a figurea- 
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thre sense, by the Lord, even upon His chosen 
people, on account of their sins and disobedience 
to His commands. 

"A warfare," War, comprising all that belong 
to it, as battles, seiges, weapons of all kinds, 
captains or commanders, soldiers, etc., has 
perhaps, afforded more figures of speech than 
any other word. It is used to designate the 
struggles, dangers, victories or defeats that every 
human being must encounter in his conflicts 
with himself and the world. 

"Fallow ground," that is, uncultivated soil. 
It is necessary to plough the land before sowing 
the seed, hence the injunction, "break up the 
fallow-ground," The business of agriculture affords 
a large number of beautiful and expressive 
figures of speech, and the above may denote 
that the heart must be prepared to receive 
spiritual truths, before any permanent good can 
be gained. 

"The isles wait," This example of personifi- 
cation is supposed to refer to the spread of the 
gospel among the different nations, a prediction 
not yet fulfilled, but they are still waiting for 
the glad tidings of salvation. 

"The apple of the eye," The apple is used 
to denote different ideas. When applied to the 
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ey^ it means the pupil, a small op>«iing in the 
iris through which the rays of light pass to the 
retina. "An apple of discord" or subject of 
contention, is so called from the fabled golden 
apple inscribed with the sentence "For the 
direst," and which was thrown into the assembly 
of the gods by Elis the goddess of discord. 
Juno, Minerva, and Venus contended for the prizes 
but it was awarded to Venus. " Apples of 
Sodom" were discribed as fair in appearance^ 
but when plucked from the tree, they dissolved 
in smoke and ashes. They are supposed to be 
identical with a species resembling the orange 
but when touched, leave only a rind and few 
filaments. 

"The Fabian policy," This refers to Fabius 
or Roman general in the war with Hannibal 
He declined to risk a battle in the open field, 
but harrassed the enemy by marches, counter 
marches, and ambuscades. This policy of Fabius 
is employed as a figure (A speech to denote 
secret methods to attain an object, or the change 
of methods from time to tim^ to deceive an 
opponent, or to overcome obstacles. 

"Pass the Rubicon," This is a small river 
which separated Cisalphine Gaul, the province of 
Julius Caesar. When he undertook the conquest 
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of Italy, he crossed the river which was the 
first signifioLnt step of his enterprise. Hence 
the phrase "to cross the Rubicon," signifies to 
take the decisive movement in a diiBcult and 
hazardous enterprise. 

"The path of life," Human life is compared 
to a journey, therefore the traveller is said to 
follow a path or road, which will lead to a joy- 
ful or unhappy end. To some, it is a broad 
and fascinating thoroughfare^ but it is full of 
pitfalls and lurking enemies and ultimately leading 
to destrucfion, whUe to others, it is narrow, 
crooked, and difficult to traverse, but it leads 
eventually to the most delightful scries imagin- 
ably where the pDgrim may rest in eternal 
glory and happiness. 

"The eyes of Argus," In mythology, Argus 
or At^os is represented as having lOO eyes. 
He was put to death by Jupiter, but Juno 
transferred his eyes to the tail of the peacock, 
her favorite bird. As a figure of ^>cech, the 
"eyes of Argus denote a person of clear pen- 
ceptioQs, and keen penetrating glance, as if he 
had loo eyes. 

"Hair breadth escape," This is a very ex- 
pressive figure to denote an imminent danger. 
How coulda single hair prevent danger ? " Narrow 
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escape " is frequently used to designate a rescue 
from great peril, though it is less emphatic than 
"a hair breadth escape." The figure applies to 
moral and intellectual dangers as well as physical 

"To strain out a gnat and swallow a camel," 
The gnat is a delicate blood-sudting fly, as is 
the mosquito. There is also the gnat-worm 
living in the water. To be particular to strain 
water to be rid of the gnat, and then to swallow 
a camel, is an absurdity of the most ridiculous 
kind. As a figure it applies to persons who 
are scrupulous about trifles, but who accept the 
greatest absurdities. 

Precious stones of many varieties are used as 
figures, and also the precious metals. According 
to the vision of John, the New Jerusalem was 
built of pure gold, and the walls were dec- 
orated with a great variety of precious stones, 
while the gates were of pearl. 

" Cruel like the ostrich in the wilderness," 
The native home of these large birds is the 
deserts of Arabia. They are strong, and very 
swift in their movements, yet they seem destitute 
of parental care for their young, and will desert 
them on the slightest intimation of danger. This 
habit is used as a figure of speech by the 
prophet, to denote the cruelty of his countrymen. 
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"The hom," The chief defence of many 
animals is their honis, therefore the word hom 
is the symbol of power. Kingdoms and power- 
ful nations are represented in the Scriptures by 
horns ; as the Persians, Greeks, and Egyptians. 
The Lord is represented as exalting the hom 
of David, and of cutting o£F the hom of Israel, Moab, 
and some other nations. The hom is also used 
as a musical instmment and for sounding an 
alarm or a call to duty. There is also the 
hom of salvation, and blowing the hom is 
sometimes equivalent to sounding the trumpet. 
It is used as a household instrument to call 
the family together. 

"The sleep of death," This figure represents 
the departure of the soul as falling asleep which 
implies its immortality, and that in the future 
it will awake from sleep. Several figures are 
used to signify death, as gone to unknown 
regions, passed away, ascended on high, a release 
from care, throwing off the earthly garments, and 
many others. The idea that death "ends all" 
is inexpressibly gloomy, besides being preposter. 
ous. 

" Elfin," or pertaining to an elf, an imaginary 
small being supposed to exercise a mysterious 
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power over men, and to delight in mischief. 
The term is sometimes applied to persons of 
small size. 

" Ogre " in mythology was a god of the infernal 
regions, or a hideous giant who lived on human 
beings, theiefore used as a figure of speech, it 
is exceedingly expressive, and exdtes in the 
mind a sensation of horror and fear. 

"StaflE of life. Staff of bread," The word 
staff is applied to many different things, as a 
walking stidc, a corps of executive officers, as a 
nautical term, a form of poetical writing, a musi- 
cal term, etc Used as a figure of speech, it 
signifies support, or what is essential to life, 
namely food, designated by the general term of 
bread, and sometimes by modem writers, " Bread 
and butter." 

" The t<Migue cleaves to the roof of the mouth," 
No one, of course, could speak under such con- 
ditions, and would be " dimib with silence," 
using a common expression. It is |^not an unusual 
occurence for persons who, in witnessing some 
wonderful natural scene, or listening to some 
astonishing news, or unexpected disaster, to 
become silent with aroazment, for a moment, as 
if dumb. 

"The whirlpool of tragic events," Whoever 
has seen one of these remarkable phenomena of 
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Nature's works, can easily picture the scene. 
Here is, as it were, a deep well filled with 
water which is constantly rushing around its 
sides, bearing on its turbulent waters every object 
thrown or fallen into them, which are carried 
by the circling waves, around the bottomless cis- 
tern. Used as a figure, it implies that the 
tragical events followed one another in quick 
succession, causing dismay and destruction. 

"Calm the spirit of complaint," This is no 
easy task and in most cases is impossible, since 
it is one of the ineradicable faults of human 
nature to complain, both against their Creator, 
and also their fellow creatures. No one is 
perfectly satisfied with the blessings he receives, 
while the majority overlook these and dwell 
upon their grievances, real or imagined. 

"A heart of adamant," A mineral supposed 
to be of impenetrable hardness is called adamant, 
a name applied to the diamond, therefore, as a 
figure used to denote the human heart or emo- 
tions, it signifies insensibility to sjonpathy, 
indifference to the sufferings of others. A heart 
of flint has a similar meaning, as also the 
expression stiff-hearted. These metaphors are 
employed both by ancient and modem writers 
and speakers. 
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"Lifting up the eyes," is a conunon expression 
to signify looking at an object, or seeing a thing. 
The latter expression is frequently applied to 
the mental vision. 

"Chambers of imagery," a figure employed 
by the prohet to denote the idolatry of his nation, 
may also apply to one whose imagination has 
painted all kinds of pictures not delectable to 
one of a refined, moral sense. 

" Hope deferred maketh the heart sick," Hope 
is the strongest and most encouraging support 
of mind under all vicissitudes of human life, 
and, when, after long and patient waiting it is 
deferred, the heart becomes weary, sorrowful, 
and grieved. It would be difficult to find a 
person who has not, at some period of his life, 
met with disappointmoit causing depression of 
spirits which in some cases has proved fatal. 
Hope is a synonym for courage. 

" The Lord sitting upon a throne ; His train 
filled the Temple," Jehovah is here represented 
as a Soverign seated upon His throne, surrounded 
by His train of servants, the angels, who fill 
the Temple. The scene is one inspiring and 
sublime. The Lord is represented in the Scrip- 
tures in almost an indefinite number of attitudes ; 
some intended to inspire fear, reverence, and 
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terror, while others encourage love, confidence 
and adoration. Not one of Hb creatures, how- 
ever insignificant, is forgotten. Not even a 
sparrow, according to the declaration of the 
Saviour, falls to the ground without His notice. 

"A people of unclean lips," "Qeanliness is 
next to godliness " is an expression very fre- 
quently used, and with much truth. It was a 
habit frequently and strongly urged by the 
Mosaic law, and was generally strictly followed 
by the Jews, ther^ore one with unclean lips 
would be abhorred by the peopla The i^ophet 
OSes this figure to designate the sins of his 
nation, and it may be employed as a figure to 
represoit a class of persons whose language is 
impure and revolting. 

" The heart of the people made fat, their ears 
heavy," These are figures to denote the effect 
of sensual [Measures and earthly Uessings upon 
those who found their hopes upon them. All 
other C(Hi8iderations are in theu* estimation, worth> 
less. 

"Six in one and half a dozen in the other," 
Here are two individuals dbputing a question, 
perhaps about politics, but they cannot come to 
an agreement, when a third man who has been 
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a listener, steps foward saying, "Pshaw, what 
are you quarrelling about ? It is six in one and 
half a dozen in the other. 

"Hearts in close touch," This denotes inti- 
mate friendship, aSecticm, and agreement, which 
can exist only between persons of similar tastes, 
and opinions, though in some minor points they 
may differ. It would be difficult to find two 
individuals, though belonging to the same family, 
who perfectly agree in every point, when they 
ought, according to the old adage, "agree to 
differ." 

A wet day, a dry season, a stormy month, 
are all figures of speech, but so plain in their 
meaning and so common in their use, as to 
require no explanation. 

"Given to the breeze," When such a phenom- 
enon occurs, no human agency can stop it. Used 
as a figure, it may signify that an event, or a 
measure anticipated, may utterly &il, or be 
blown away in a gale. 

" The great bell swings in its reverberating 
sounds," This instrument is useful for many 
purposes, and has been personified as an instru- 
ment of welcome and also of alarm. 

"The lark," a singing bird, is used as a 
figure of speech. The sky-lark is called the 
poet's bird. It sings as it rises in the air, 
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early in the morning, which has given origin to 
the expression "Rise with the lark," etc. The 
word lark is used also to denote sport, or frolic. 

" Nook and cranny," denotes a secluded 
retreat, as a chink in the wall, and is frequently 
used as a figure. 

"Brown-stone," Sometimes the name of the 
material is put for the object ; as he lives in a 
brown stone, meaning a house made of it ; he 
wears a felt, meaning a hat; his shoulders are 
covered with seal-skin, that is his coat is made 
of it. 

" Head over heels," This is the natural method 
of standing and walking, but used as a figure 
it signifies reckless hasten without regard to 
danger, as in a rout. 

" Murmuring storm, " " Roaring cataract," 
These expressions are forcible illustrations of 
personification. Storms do generally give warning 
of their approach, more especially by clouds, 
wind or some other atmospheric phenomenon, 
while a cataract, like a wild caged beast, is con- 
tinually roaring and foaming as if it would burst 
the bars of its prison. By these emphatic 
metaphors, may the turbulent convulsions and 
noisy upheavals, of nations, and the clangor of 
war, be represented. 
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"Wing-footed error," Flying falsehood," These 
figures are similar and both denote that error 
and falsehood are circulated with great rapidky 
and far out-speed Truth whose progress is much 
slower. 

"Took the floor," This is said of a public 
speaker when he advances to the platform to 
address an audience. 

" Cradle of civilization," The cradle is always 
associated with infancy, and as every nation has 
had its period of adolescence, its culture, knowl- 
edge, laws, and institutions figuratively its 
children, may be said to have been rocked in 
a cradle. 

"Going the rounds," or passing from one to 
another; as the rounds of the press," meaning 
from one paper to another, which is a common 
occurence for the circulation of public news, 
especially of thrilling interest. 

"Within an ace," An atom or very small 
quanity. As a figure of speech it signifies that 
an object was almost gained, but faUed by a very 
slight obstacle. 

" The word house," signifying family or descend- 
ants is very frequently used both by ancient and 
modem writers as a figure, for instance, "The 
house of Israel, meaning the descendants of 
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Israel or Jacob, the house of David, and other 
examples. Sometimes the name has been 
employed to designate roy^ and noble families. 
In modem times the word house is used to 
designate not only a dwelling but also a ^mily 
or house-hold, or a home, hence the word house- 
keeping, 

"Valley of slaughter," The scene suggested 
by this figure is appalling. The imagination 
pictures a fierce conflict with its terrible sights 
and sounds the fallen dead, the groaning of the 
dying, the fierce onslaught of the survivors, 
streams of blood, and other results of a battla 
These fearful consequences of war, give to the 
expression "Valley of slaughter" a painfully ex- 
pressive significance, as a figure of speech. 

"A den of robbers;" b another repulsive figure 
and may be applied to those whose chief aim in 
life is to cheat, steal, and rob their fellow creatures 
of their possessions. It may be applied not only 
to secular affairs but also to moral and spiritual 
conditions. 

" Heavens ast<mished," The celestial bodies are 
represented as gazing with surprise at the fear- 
fully tragical scenes that transpire in different 
parts of the earth, and which from its creation, to 
the present time, have been the cause of inexpres- 
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sible awe, terror, and distress, at which the 
heavens may well be astonished ; or dropping the 
figure, the inhabitants of the planets. 

"Thedaysof a people," "An infant of days," 
The word day is frequently used as a figure both 
in ancient and modem times, and is understood to 
mean in that capacity, a period of time, longer or 
shorter. By the expression "days of a people" 
may be intended the entire history of a nation, 
May not "an infant of days," apply to one ad- 
vanced in years, but a chUd in knowledge ? There 
are some persons who will not learn though great 
facilities are offered them. They are stubbornly 
conceited. 

■'Imprisoned Titan," The Titans were fabled 
giants of enormous size or strength, including six 
sons and sbt daughters of Coelus or Uranus and 
Terra. They were engaged in wars with other 
gods for ten years, but were finally defeated and 
hurled into a cavity below Tartarus and guarded. 
The name Titan is frequently used as a figure of 
speech to denote great strength. 

"The lark," a singing bird is frequently used as 
a figure of speech, especially the sky-lark, the fav- 
orite bird of the poets. It sings as it rises almost 
perpendicularily in the air. The name lark ia also 
used to denote sport or frolic 
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" In this sign we conquer," By sign is meant 
flag or banner which all nations use in war and on 
other occasions. Hence the expression " flghting 
for the flag," follow the flag, die for the flag, etc. 
That a small piece of bunting with certain names 
and emblems, and attatched to a staff, should have 
such a powerful influence with millions who would 
give their lives in its defence, is one of the mys- 
teries of the world. The cross is the standard of 
the Christian church, and the poet has very for- 
cibly expressed this idea in these lines. " Onward, 
Christian soldier, Marching as to war. With the 
cross of Jesus, Going on before," 

"Halting shadows of life," A shadow is only 
the reflection of an object ; fleeting, uncertain, 
delusive, sometimes here and sometimes there. 
Indeed almost everything earthly is only a shadow, 
hence to place supreme confidence in any worldly 
object, is foolish and often disastrous. 

"The music of praise," The human race in all 
ages and nations, have shown a fondness for 
music, therefore it may be considered a universal 
bond of human brotherhood. Its power over the 
mind and heart is well understood by those who 
would influence and command their fellow men, as 
in armies and large assemblies, and for various 
private purposes. As music is to the ear, so is 
praise to the mind and fancy. 
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■■All roads lead to Rome," is a proverb fre- 
quently used to denote that all divergent opinions 
and methods will finally attain the same results. 

"Wrap ourselves in comfort," "Breath smoth- 
ered in folds," These figures are intended to 
represent excessive luxury and its consequences. 
Those who indulge in it, often become absorbed in 
selfish pleasures, and are oblivious to the woes 
and sufferings of humanity. 

"The machinery of living," A machine for many 
different purposes, is complicated, intricate, and 
mysterious in many aspects, and requires an ex- 
pert to understand and use it properly. As a 
figure, it may with propriety represent human life, 
with its vicissitudes, complexities, and mysteries, 
which no one can perfectly understand. 

" Aweird effect," Weird means skilled in witch- 
craft, magical, supernatural, etc., and as a figure is 
applied to things or events that are mysterious, 
and inexplicable. 

" ShufHed off this mortal coil," A coU is a ring 
into which a rope is wound. To shuffle or throw 
off. The figure is somewhat obscure, but its 
signification, which is death, is plain. 

" Cast up the highway, gather up the stones," 
" Lift up the standard," These figures are derived 
from military customs. When an army is on the 



,11 by Google 



112 FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

march, men are sent in advance to prepare the 
roads, and when eveiything is ready, the standard 
is raised, and carried in front. As figures they 
are applied to the methods used to advance reli- 
gion and every worthy cause. 

"Run the gauntlet," This is a glove of mail used 
as defensive armor in ancient times. To take up 
the gauntlet, meant to accept a challenge : to 
throw down the gauntlet implies to send a chal- 
lenge. A military punishment for some atrocious 
ofFtmse, was as follows. The offender is com' 
pelled to run between two files of men facing one 
another, who strike him as he passes, hence "to 
run the gauntlet," is to suffer severe criticism or 
ill treatment. 

'- Storm-tossed maritter," Those only who have 
experienced a storm at sea, can fully appreciate its 
fearful dangers, and it is almost marvelous that 
sailors can be induced to pursue their avocation, 
after suffering such a disaster. The loss of life 
and property from shipwreck is beyond computa- 
tion. Used aa a figure of speech, it represents 
dangers, anxieties, and losses to which one is liable 
in the various occupations of lif^ and the instabil- 
ity of all human afbira. 

"National life," Nations, by a figure of speed), 
are re[»^sented as single individuals, endowed 
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with UfCt and who think, feel, apd act as such. 
They are spoken of as of the fetqinine getfiier 
usually; as England an4 l»er pqlonies, though 
sometimes one's native country is styled fatherland. 

"Limbo of forgetfulness," Limbo or Limbus, 
was the supposed region bordering on Hades. The 
terra is used by the poets, Shakespeare says, " As 
far from help as limbo is from bliss," It has been 
called the paradise of fools, by Milton. There were 
several places thus designated for different individ- 
uals. It is used as 3 figure for any real or 
imaginary place of confinement In the phrase 
quoted above, it appears that certain events, 
fancies, or recollections should be consigned to 
limbo, that is forgotten. 

"Cheek by jowl," is a familiar expression to 
denote near together or close proximity. 

"The land sinneth," By this metaphorical figure 
is meant the inhabitants of the country, and 
though originally referred to nations of antiquity, 
it aptly illustrates the condition of the people of 
many parts of the world today, not even excepting 
some regions of our own land, 

"Conquerthe world," There have lived ambiti- 
ous conquerors whose aim was apparently to con- 
quer the world, or, in other words, to bring 
all nations under their control, and for this 
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ambitious scheme countless lives were sacrificed 
and towns, cities, and countries were laid waste. 
Among the most eminent of these conquerers 
were Alexander, Csesar, and Napolean, whose 
victories astonished nations, but whose achieve- 
ments were not enduring. The conquest o£ the 
world may also designate a different conflict than 
that waged for temporal power, glory or fame^ 
namely, to emancipate the human family from the 
dominion of mental, moral, and spiritual bondage. 
Such is the ostensible object of philanthropists of 
the present day. 

"Robe of Righteousness," The robe or gar- 
ments generally indicate the character of the 
wearer, at least to a certain extent If they are 
costly, beautiful, and clean, or cheap, imbecoming 
and filthy, they indicate the condition and character 
to a great extent of the wearer. The saints in the 
future world, are represented as clothed in white 
robes, that color being the emblem of purity. A 
robe of righteousness is a figure to denote a godly 
life, while filthy garments represent an impure and 
godless life. 

" Ends of the earth," Literally this is an absurd- 
ity, since the earth can have no ends, being a 
spherical body yet as a figure the expression is 
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veiy frequently used to denote an enterprise, or 
idea almost univeral, as he will go to the ends of 
the earth to accomplish his purpose. 

" A place for everything and everything in its 
place," This is also an apparent inconsistency, 
since if everything was kept in its place, it could 
not be used. The lesson to be learned is that good 
order in every department of life, should be ob- 
served. \ 

"Face the world." The word face in this con- 
nection, means to meet with courage and a firm 
determination to conquer, as face the enemy, face ; 
danger, etc. The world meaning its temptations, 
its sorrows, its disappointments, its delusions; is a 
powerful foe and cannot be overcome only by con- 
stant vigilance, ceaseless activity, and unflinching 
valor. To do this one must be fully equipped 
with the weaptms necessary for so formidable a 
warfare. 

" Brought out," This expression so frequently 
used, is the method of introducmg to the public a 
new book issued by any particular firm or publisher, 
as is well understood. 

" Flying moments," " Swift winged messengers," 
These are very emphatic figures to denote the 
rapidity with which time passes, the moments seem 
to be furnished with wings of the swiftest capacities, 
so that it is proper to say "Time flies, ' ' There is how- 
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ever, a difference between the diligent and the 
lazy individual With the former time is short, 
with the latter it drags its weary way. 

"Bottom of the heart," " The Inmost Heart," 
These figures are similar in meaning and refer to 
the deepest sensibilities of the human mind. The 
word heart is applied to the physical organ that is 
the source of life, and also to the feelings and 
sensibilities, h is sometimes identified with soul, 
the immortal attribute of human beings. 

The expression " get near one,3 heart;" means 
to be in sympathy with his feelings, which 
often has a more powerful influence than the ablest 
and most eloquent oratory. Speaking with double 
heart means being hypocritical. 

" Such as dreams are made of," This implies 
that dreams are like idle fancies, and that no re- 
liance can be placed upon them. This idea may 
be true generally of modem dreams, though it is 
not certain in every instance, but in ancient times 
they were a frequent method of communication of 
the Creator with human beings. There are more 
reliable methods of understanding His will, by the 
Sacred Scriptures, the history of nations, and His 
providential dealings with individuals. These are 
subjects for profitable thought and study. 
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" Make the ears tingle" that is to feel a kind of 
thrilling sensation as in hearing a shrill sound. 
This expression was used by the Prophet Samuel 
in regard to the punishment of the wicked sons of 
Eli, the high priest. He said that "both the ears 
of every one that heareth it shall tingle. 

"Handicapped," This refers to a race in which 
horses carry different weights according to their 
age and character for speed, with a view to equal- 
ize the chances as much as possible, therefore it 
applies to a contest in which the chances of success 
are made by previous arrangements as nearly equal 



" Vestibule of heaven," A vestibule is an entrance 
to a building, or a porch. In this figure heaven 
is supposed to be a vast cathedral, with its magnifi- 
cent porches or vestibules, through which the 
saints pass to reach their celestial mansions, of such 
ineffable glory as no imagination can conceive. 
(This figure is mentioned in another place). 

" Roseate glow," Shining as a rose. This figure 
applies to a glorious sunset the beauty and magni- 
ficence of which no words can fully express. Used 
as a metaphor it may apply to one who appreciates 
the beauties of nature and is inclined to take an 
optimistic view of things and events. 
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" My lost sheep," There is hardly a figure in the 
Sacred Scriptures so interesting and so appropriate 
as those derived from the occupation of a shepherd. 
There is perhaps no animal so helpless and so des- 
titute of the means of self defence as the sheep, 
and the Saviour's parable of lost sheep, is one of 
his most affecting and instructive lessons. He calls 
himself the Good Shepherd, who gives his life for 
- Jiis sheep. The duties of an oriental shepherd 
and his tender love for his flock, afford some of 
the most impressive figures for the Sacred writers. 

" Question at stake," Used in this connection, 
stake means that which is laid down as a wager; 
a pledge. At stake signifies in danger, to put at 
hazard upon the issue of competition or a future 
contingency. 

"Put on the right ground," that is on the right 
or safe foundation. Nothing is more essential in 
the structure of buildings than a safe and solid 
foundation. It is not uncommon for them to col- 
lapse in consequence of unsafe foundation. As 
a figure of speech, placing on the right ground, 
implies good solid reasons for thought and action, 
and truth which is right ground, while error is 
unstable ground which will eventually collapse. 

"Magic spell," This refers to the practice of 
evoking spirits to perform wonderful things by 
their aid. It was the art of employing the powers 
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of nature to produce effects apparently super- 
natural. Magical spell is a figure of speech to 
denote charmed or spell-bound. 

"Cabalistic ring," The ancient Jewish rabbis 
pretended that the cabal or cabala was received 
from heaven. It consisted chiefly in a combina- 
tion of certain letters, words, and numbers, every 
one of which was supposed to contain a mystery, 
therefore the name is applied to secret science 
generally. As a figure it is used to denote a pri- 
vate union with the view of obtaining an object by 
intrigue. 

"The chair puts the question," "He took the 
chair." These metaphors are frequently used to 
denote the general method of conducting public 
assemblies, especially those of a political character. ' 
The speaker usually occupies a seat, or "chair" 
elevated above his audience, and thus more easily 
gains the attention of his bearers, hence he is 
called the Chair, or in consequence of his position, 
is said to occupy the chair. The expression "puts 
the question," implies that the hearers are to give 
their opinion on the subject, probably by a vot^ 
audible or written. 

"The swelling of Jordan," This river of Pales- 
tine is the most memorable stream in the world on 
account of the position it holds in sacred history. 
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and its frequent use as a figure of speech. In 
ancient times, its waters overiiowed its banks, 
hence the expression " swelling of Jordan," but in 
tuore recetit pjstiods, this phenomenoil does not 
ocfcuf. The prophet Says "he shall come up like 
a lion from the swelling of the Jordan," using a 
poetical and striking figiu^ During the overflow- 
ing of the water of the river, the lion having its 
den on its banks, would be compelled to take 
higher ground, and in his rage become dangerous 
td the flocks and inhabitants. As the Israelites 
must pass over the Jordan to enter the promised 
l^d, so the people of God must cross the river, a 
figure for death, before they can enter heaven their 
proihised inheritance. 

" The heavens are black," " Cries of agony," 
" A day of triumph," The first sentence indicates 
a storm, of wind, rain, or hail attended by thunder 
and lightning, and threatening clouds, so dense as 
to cause daricness as at midnight This fearful 
phenomenon would call forth cries of agony from 
many who witnessed it; but their fears were not 
realized, and after a time, the storm ceased, light 
was visibly and the elements were restored to 
their normal condition. Then followed a season 
of joy and triumph. Such scenes in nature may 
represent the condition of nations during some 



,11 by Google 



ILL USTRA TIONS. 1 2 1 

great calamity, such as wars and revolutions, when, 
after severe struggles causing intense agony, and 
great losses, a victory is won, commemorated by 
songs, speeches, and other demonstrations of a 
triumph. Such events may be used as figures to 
represent the moral or intellectual warfares of the 
great human army, which always have been and, 
probably always will be, incidents in the history of 
man. 

"The [ship sweeps through the calm waters," 
The word sweeps in this sentence is used for sails. 
The scenes of the mariner's life are varied, some- ■ 
times calm, quiet, and peaceful, at others fearfully 
and imminently dangerous, when his ship is tossed 
by the raging bOlows ready to sink it with all on 
board. These varied scenes are used as figures to 
illustrate the experience of different individuals, or 
of the same person under diverging influences and 
conditions. 

"Forsaken his house," "Left his heritage," 
House means family, and at the present day, it is 
altogether a too frequent occurrence for one to 
leave his home and family for some sinister pur- 
pose, and by pursuing such a course, he forfeits 
his inheritance. This may, as a figure, be appUc- 
able to those who depart from the path of truth 
and follow evil ways, or adopt dangerous errors, 
and thus imperil his soul. 
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"Having eyes they see not, having ears they 
hear not," The prophet who uttered these words, 
did not imply that his countrymen were physically 
blind or deaf, but that intellectually and morally, 
they refused to see or hear the truth, and closed 
their minds and hearts against it, hence they are 
represented as blind and deaf. Sad to say, there 
are a large number of persons at the present day 
who are in the same condition. Fair arguments, 
or on appeal to their reason and feeling seem to 
have no weight with them. 

"Lifting up," The word lift is used as a figure 
in numerous ways, as lifting up the head, the eyes, 
the band, the heel, the voice, etc It is applied to 
material things, and also to the mind, thoughts, and 
soul, To lift up the horn was to be arrogant, 
scornful, etc., and to lift up the heel meant to be 
avenged on an enemy. Lift up the standard, lift 
up the banner, meaning raising the flag to be fol- 
lowed by an an army on the march. To lift up the 
hand was to swear by an oath, and to lift up the 
voice was to speak in loud tones. 

"A comic fusillade," A simultaneous discharge 
of firearms. As a figure of speech, it may apply 
to the violent attacks of critics, upon public men, 
speakers, and authors, which are frequently ludi- 
crous, unjustifiable, and slanderous. 
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" August assembly," means a grand, magnificent, 
and learned audience, that can appreciate the dis- 
course of an eloquent orator. 

"Conventional," that is formed by agreement, 
depending on custom or usage, a word that b ap- 
plied to language and art 

"Vignette," a term employed in architecture to 
designate portions of a building ornamented by 
leaves and flowers, As a figure it is sometimes 
applied to the florid style of a speaker or writer. 

"Sibylline utterance," A sibyl was a woman 
supposed to be endowed with the spirit of prophecy. 
According to some historians, there were ten sibyls, 
They lived in different places in Persia, Greece 
and Italy. They were known also as fortune- 
tellers and gypseys. Sibylline'prophecies in verse 
were supposed to predict the fate of the Roman 
Empire. There is a Christian sect called Sibyl- 
lests. 

"August," means grand, magniflcent, solemn, a 
term often applied to different themes, as his 
august presoic^ august speech, august assembly, 
etc 

"The man with the hoe," it is supposed applies 
to one engaged in agriculture, since the hoe is one 
of his implements. 
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" Sure as death and taxes," No human being 
ever doubted the certainty of death, and when it is 
used as a figure to denote imports demanded by 
governments, cotporations, or individuals, it ex- 
presses very onphatically the impossibility of 
evading them. 

"Thewaters of Lethe," According to ancient 
mythology. Lethe was the name of the river in the 
lower world, and the souls of the departed drank 
of its waters, that they might forget all they had 
said or done in the upper world. The souls also des- 
tuied to mhabit new bodies on earth, drank of its 
waters to forget the joys of Elysian. Drinking the 
waters of Lethe is a figure of speech to denote that 
one may lose all recollection of the past, compris- 
ings blessings and afflictions, that is, the mind will 
not dwell upon them nor will they have any influ- 
ence upon one's future conduct. 

There is a river in Spain called Limea or 
Limnus which has been named the "Voices of 
Forgetfulness," on account of the following legend. 
The Gurduleandthe Celts, on a certain occasion, 
lost their commander during some warlike enter- 
prise, and consequently forgot the object of their 
expedition. This legend was so generally believed 
that Brutus, the Roman officer, found it difficult to 
persuade his soldiers to cross the river, when he 
invaded Gallia, 136 B.C. 
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" Lifting up the hand, the eyes, the voice, the 
head," are figures denoting different emotions 
expressed by some signal easily understood, as 
previously intimated. 

" Time 13 a river, a shore, a wave on the ocean 
of eternity," These are very expressive metaphors, 
to denote the brevity, and rapidity of time and its 
unreliability compared with eternity. 

" Life is a vapor, a dream, a shadow," These 
figuresare also very'emphatic and truthful. Who 
that has attained the age of maturity, cannot appre- 
ciate their veracity? 

" Dimness of anguish," If this forcible figure 
signifies that mental distress, almost inexpressible, 
so paralizes the intellectual faculties, as to render 
them oblivious to surrounding objects and passing 
events, it is emphatically true, as many persons 
can bear witness. 

" Fade as a leaf," The sacred writer has said, 
" We all do fade as a leaf." The different periods 
of human life have been represented in a beautiful 
figure, by the seasons of the year, as childhood by 
spring, manhood by summer, advanced age by 
autumn, and old age by winter. If one reaches 
the autumnal period, he begins to fade as the leaves 
and should he reach the winter of life bis energies 
are exhausted. 
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" Bind up the broken-hearted," Broken in heart 
is a common expression to designate afflicted, 
grieved, suEEering and needing a comforter. To 
bind up the broken-hearted signifies to comfort, as 
binding up a wound relieves the sufferer. The duty 
of showing sympathy for a suffering fellow creature 
is here enjoined, yet how few comparatively, ever 
express any sympathy for others, though it costs 
Dothing. A tender word, a look of pity, a gentle 
pressure of the hand, will often afford comfort to 
the sufferer, and to withhold such indicates a hard 
heart 

"A grevious thorn," This is frequently used as 
a metaphor to signify somegreat affliction or annoy" 
ance. The apostles speak of a thorn in the flesh 
which may have been a physical malady. The ex- 
pression may be used to denote mental suffering. 
Every (me understands what the effect would be 
to have a thorn in his flesh, therefore comprehends 
the force of the figura 

" Shadow of death, the shades of death. Hades," 
These gloomy expressions fitly represent the 
dreaded approach of death, which to a majority <rf 
the race is regarded with fear. To leave forever 
friends and everything that is dear on earth, and 
pass into an unknown region, and enter upon a life 
that is to be eternal is truly appalling, and nothing 
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less than strong faith and Divine suppport can re- 
concile the departing spirit to its destiny. 

"Aha," is an exclamation expressing triumph, 
contempt or surprise, emotion denoted by different 
modes of uterance, and by different expression of 
the features. It is used quite frequently by some 
of the sacred writers. 

'j TTie great d ragon," In mythology, the name 
dragon was applied to a monstrous winged serpent 
very powerful and ferocious, hence a fierce and 
violent person. Pharaoh was called in Scripture 
the great dragon of the rivers. The name is also 
applied to Satan. 

•'The tongue," representing a physical organ of 
the human body, constitutes one of the most import- 
ant, and used as a metaphor, it is employed in a 
great variety of ways. It denotes speech, discourse, 
a language, a nation, and several other ideas. The 
toigue may be considered the agent of the heart 
or feeling and also of the mind or intellectual 
powers, as it is employed to promote truth and right- 
eousness, or falsehood and iniquity, according to the 
character of the individual who uses it. Perhaps 
more calamities have befallen nations and individ- 
uals through the inconsiderate and lawless use of 
this organ of speech than by any other means. 

'■An emptypurse," is a figure to denote one's 
poverty, or it may signify only' temporary want, 
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and not absolute destitution. It is a delicate 
method of stating that a person has limited posses- 
sions or that he is poor. 

"The gold fever," This disease is very general 
throughout the world, and it would be difficult to 
find a nation that was not afflicted with it The 
desire for gold or wealth seems to be inherent in 
the human race, and has been from the beginning, 
as is evident from the efforts, hardships, and con- 
flicts of men to attain it No sacrifice has been 
too great to obtain it. 

"A remarkable tree," On the banks of the 

Euphrates, there grew a wonderful tree belonging 
to the species of the Cedar of Lebanon. Its 
height far suprassed that of all other trees ; its 
branches were numerous, affording a place for the 
fowls of heaven to make their nests, while the 
beasts of the field found shelter under its shadow. 
The roots of the tree drew their nourishment from 
the waters of the great river, and there was no 
tree like it, not even the cedars in the Garden of 
Eden, for its beauty, magnificence, and immense 
size, so that it was the object of envy to all other 
trees. Unfortunately, it was conscious of its 
exceeding glory, and became proud and boastful, 
and scorned all the other trees. For its pride and 
contempt it was chastised by the nations that 
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broke ofif its branches, so that in its ruined condi- 
tion, only the fowls of heaven and the beasts of 
the field remained with it. 

This picturesque and exfvessive description of 
Assyria under the figure of a tree, is one of the 
most impressive in the Sacred Scriptures. 

Only a limited number of rhetorical figures have 
been mentioned, since they constitute a large part 
of the literature of all languages, and would require 
volumns to record all of them. The writings of 
some of the sacred authors have been specified, 
and their style and figures noticed, though only a 
few of their metaphors, similes, etc could be 
named, they are so numerous. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

David, — Solomon, — Job. 

David the son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah, 
has been called the "Sweet Singer of Israel," 
from the number and character of his sacred 
hymns. He was a poet of the highest gifts, and 
also a musician of winning powers, besides what 
was very remarkable, he was a distinguished and 
successful warrior, conqueror, and statesman, and 
accomplished almost marvelous successes in every 
department or position, yet in his youth, he fol- 
lowed the humble occupation of a shepherd, and it 
was in this capacity, that he composed some of his 
sweetest songs, and derived many of his beautiful 
figures of speech from his early pursuits. 

Perhaps there is no one of his nation whose 
name is more frequently mentioned by the sacred 
writers, than this shepherd king, who became the 
ruler of all the Hebrew tribes, and an ancestor of 
the Messiah in His human character. His hymns, 
for sublimity, tenderness, loftiness, elegance, and 
purity of sentiment, are said to surpass those of all 
other nations. They are the expression of intense 
religious emotions, heard not only in the desert 
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caves of Engedi, but for ages, in every part of the 
world, and many despondent hearts have been 
cheered by their divine melody. 

David's character as a ruler of Israel was almost 
faultless, and he was the instrument of establish- 
ing a peaceful and extensive kingdom. His poems 
abound with beautiful, sublime and appropriate 
figures of speech, many of which have come down 
through the ages, and are used at the present day. 
The following are some of his metaphors and other 
figures. 

"A tree planted by the river of water, whose 
leaf shall not wither," represents the righteous 
person, while the ungodly are like chaff blown 
away by the wind." \j.i^t^-\ ■ ly 

" Break with the rod of iron : dashed in pieces 
like the potters vessel," are figures appHed to the 
enemies of God. Speaking of the wicked, he 
says "Their throat_is_an -open sepulchre." In " 
regard to his own sorrows, he says, " I make my 
bed swim, and water my couch with tears." Again, 
" Out of the mouth of babes hast Thou ordained 
strength." "Feet taken in a net, under the 
tongue is mischief and vanity, lie in wait to catch 
the poor, speak with a double heart, eat up my 
people, floods of ungodly men, fly upon the wings 
of the wind, the ends of the world," are some of 
his figures. 
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The psalmist expresses his sufferings in the 
strongest language, and deckres that "they parted 
my garments and cast lots for my vesture," lan- 
guage subsequently used in reference to the 
Saviour, at his crucifiction. 

In the beautiful 23d psalm, David says "The 
Lord is my Shepherd: I shall not want He 
makes me lie down in green pastures, and leads 
me beside the still waters, therefore I will fear no 
evil when passing through the valley of death," 
David, in view of his physical comforts says, " My 
' cup runneth over" and expresses his behef that he 
would be cared for all the days of his life. He 
declares very frequently, the goodness, and mercy 
of God, His supreme dominion and asks, "Who 
shall ascend the hill of the Lord and stand in His 
holy place ? " The answer is, " He that hath 
clean hands, and a pure heart, who has not fol- 
lowed vanity, nor sworn deceitfully." 

The representation of the Lord as the King of 
glory, is sublime. He says, " Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates, and be ye lifted up ye everlasting 
doors, and the King of glory shall come in." 
Some one then asks, "Who is this King of glory ? " 
The answer is, " The Lord, strong and mighty," 
The question is then again asked and the same 
answer is given. 
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The psalmist expresses his firm belief in God 
and prays for the pardon of his sins and deliver- 
ance from his troubles, employing many expressive 
figures, and extending his prayers through several 
chapters. 

There are 150 psalms in all, but only 72 are 
ascribed to David, though it is possible he may 
have composed some of the others, whose writers 
are unknown. 

Several of the psalms bear the name of Asaph 
as the author, who has a distinguished musician in 
the time of David, and presided over the musical 
band in the rdigious services. It is micertain 
whether the words or only the music was com- 
posed by him. The style of those psalms is con- 
sidered less sweet than those of David, but more 
vehement, and little inferior to the grandeur di 
Isaiah. The psalm composed by the rivers of 
Babylon is, perhaps, the most pathetic that was 
ever written. The 30th psalm was written for the 
dedication of David's house in which the authtw 
praises God and eTchorts others to praise Him. 

The 34th psalm was written on the occasion of 
David's interview with Abimelech who drove him 
from his presence. One of his expressive figures 
is, "As the hart pants for the water-brooks, 
so panteth my soul after Thee, O God," He says 
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Bgain with deep sorrow, " My tears have been my 
meat day and night," while his enemies are con- 
stantly saying, to taunt him, "Where b thy God ? " 

The 119th psalm is the longest, but the author 
is not known. The 51st psalm called the peniten- 
tial psalm, was written by David after committing 
his great sins. In this psalm he expresses his deep 
penitence and asks God's forgiveness. Another 
was composed when he was pursued by the agents 
of Saul, with the purpose of killing him, and 
another when he concealed himself in a cave. 
Others are specified as having been composed on 
di£Ferent occasions. 

One of his expressive figures, is the personifica- 
tion of the smi as a bridegroom coming from his 
chamber, and another is like a strong man to run 
a race. Of the sun he says "His going forth is 
from the end of heaven ; nothing is hid from his 
heat. He says, "The judgments of the Lord are 
more to be desired than fine gold, and sweeter 
than honey," He calls the Lord a fortress, a 
buckler, horn of salvation, and high tower. He 
represents Him as "riding upon a cherub," and 
"flying upon the wings of the wind," These are 
only a few of the figures used by the psalmist 

Solomon, the successor of David his father, as 
King of Israel was, in every respect, a remarkable 
man for his education, talents, wealth, power, and 
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achievements. His culture was unsurpassed by 
any one of bis times and his gifts as a writer, 
were conspicuous. It is in this latter capacity 
only, that he is introduced in this sketch. 

Of his literary works that have been preserved, ■ 
are his Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Canticles or 
Songs. In Ecclesiastes, the author treats of himself 
and his works. 

The word Proverb among the Hebrews was, as 
is the name parable or similitude, given to moral 
sentiments, maxims, comparisons, or enigmas. 
Proverbs were expressed in a poetical, figurative, 
sententious style, and, according to Solomon, they 
were the chief study of the learned. In every 
part of the Eastern world, the early popular 
teachers of moral instruction, have been poets. 

The Proverbs of Solomon are considered the 
most valuable part of his works, in which he gives 
rules for the conduct of persons of all conditions, 
from kings to the lowest subjects, and to all the 
members of a family. 

The Canticles or Songs of Solomon, composed 
in dramatic form of the pastoral kind, abound in 
beautiful figures selected from almost every object 
and condition of nature, as plants, flowers, fruits, 
springs, verdant fields, flourishing gardens, delight- 
ful streams and fountains, sweet odors, singing 
birds, the turtle, milk and honey, etc He also 



lly,' -alb; Cockle 



136 FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

selected his figures from the human form and 
emotions, while some of his similitudes are derived 
from the wilderness, mountains, fearful precipices, 
the haunts of lions, etc, which heighten by con* 
trast, the beauty of his agreeable figures, and add 
the charm of variety to their grace and dignity. 
He emphasizes especially the marriage relation by 
using it as a figure. 

It is supposed that the author of the "Song" 
intended to represent spiritual blessings by a mys- 
tical alle^ry, under the figure of marriage, or as 
some have expressed it, the union of Christ and 
Hb chorcK 

In tbb poem there is a anccession of time and 
place from the palace to the royal gardens, and 
the perscns introduced are the bride and the bride- 
groom, while the companions of the bride form a 
chorus similar to that adopted by the Greek 
dramatists. The poem abounds in delightful and 
romantic scenes. The Canticles are justly entitled 
to be called, "The Song of Songs," and superior 
to those of any other writer. Every part abounds 
in poetic beauty, and numerous figures of speech, 
derived from various objects and conditions. The 
royal poet introdues the bride and bridegroom, 
and their mutual omfidence in, and attachment for, 
each other. 
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The bridegroom uses a great number of expres- 
sive figures to describe the bride, and by a beauti- 
ful metaphor calls her the "Rose of Sharon," and 
the " Lily of the Valley." He says to her "The 
winter is gone, the flowers are seen on earth, the 
fig tree puts forth its figs, therefore arise, my com- 
panion, my lovely one and come away." The 
bride addresses her spouse and inquires where he 
tends his flocks, when he is been coming in haste 
over the hills and mountains, and calls her his 
dove. 

The bride is despondent, for she supposes the 
brid^room is lost, and in searching for him sho 
meets the watchman and inquires whether they 
have seen him, but soon after she passed them 
she found her beloved. 

Their mutual love and admiration constitute the 
principal topic in this poem, which is illustrated 
with numerous metaphors, similies and other 
figures. 

It is presumed that Solomon, the eminent king, 
statesman, architect, writer of proverbs, and poet, 
was also the author of other works, of which no 
record is made by the sacred historian. His writings 
must be studied in order to appreciate them. 

It is not universally agreed who wrote the Book 
of Job, but it is evident it was the production of 
one author, probably Job himself, who must have 
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lived at a very early period of the world, since he 
makes no allusion in his poem to the history of the 
Israelites, or the distinguished founder (tf their 
nation. The poem has been considered by critics, 
remarkable for the beauty and sublimity of its 
language and figures of speech. In this Book, 
the attributes of the Deity are represented by some 
grand object of creation, and it contains the history 
of a man distinguished for purity, integrity, honor, 
wealth, and domestic happiness, but whowassud- 
denly deprived of all his blessings and plunged into 
the deepest affliction, for the trial of bis faith, though 
he subsequently reg^ed his prosperity, yet he must 
have mourned the loss of his sons and daughters. 

The writings of Job comprise numerous figures 
of speech, and many of his maxims have come 
down from the ages, and have been adopted as forms 
of thought and expression. Some of these rhetori* 
cal figures are the following:— " The Lord gav^ and 
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name <A 
the Lord," "All a man hath will he give for his 
life," were the words of Satan who appears as one 
of the characters in the poem. In reference to the 
grave, Job says, "There the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest. The small 
and the great are there, and the servant is free 
from his master." 
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" Man is bom unto trpuble, as the sparks are to 
fly upward," "Despise not the chastening of the 
Almighty," "Came to the grave like a shock of com 
in its seasons," "My days are swifter than the 
weaver's shuttle," "\ would not live always," "Our 
days upon earth are a shadow," and he represents 
human life as a spider's web. 

He illustrates the power and justice of God, by 
several impressive figures, as, He removes mount- 
ains, shakes the earth, commands the sun not to 
rise, seals up the stars, spreads out the heavens, 
treads upon the waves of the sea, and does great 
things past finding out," Job, says, "Canst thou 
by searching, find out God," " Canst thou find out 
the Almighty." He says, "Though he slayjme yet 
will I trust in Him," "Man cometh forth like a 
flower, and fleeth as a shadow," "O that my words 
were water. Oh that they were printed in a book, 
that they were graven with an iron pen and lead, 
in the rock forever." "I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth." Though my body be destroyed, 
yet I shall see God." 

" O that I knew where I might find Him, that 
It might come even to His seat," " The Lord 
hangeth the earth upon nothing and burneth up 
the waters in thick clouds." The pillars of heaven 
tremble; by His spirit he hath garnished the 
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heavras." "What is the hope of the hypocrite^ 
when God taketh away his souL" "Where shall 
wisdom be found." " It cannot be obtained for 
gold or silver, Its price is above rubies," "The 
fear of the I-ord, that is wisdom." " Great mai 
are not always wise." 

As a reproof, the Lord calls upon Job to answer 
certain questions, as, "Where wast thou when I 
laid the foundation of the earth ; Who hast laid the 
measure thereof ; Who laid the comer stone, whm 
the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy, Where does light dwell, or 
where is the place of darkness ; Hast thou entered 
the treasures of snow or hail, Canst thou bind the 
sweet influences of Pleiades, or lose the bands of 
Orion ; Canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons, 
Canst thou lift up thy voice to the douds that 
water may descend, or canst thou send lightnings? 
Who provides the worm his food ? He illustrates 
His power and providence by the wild animals and 
bu'ds, and rebukes Job for his presumption, when 
the prophet and poet, humbles himself, and his 
friends are condemned for their censures. The 
Book closes with an account of the author's later 
prosperity, his family and death. His writings 
abound in figurative language, and many of his ex- 
pressiOTis are used at the present day. 
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The Study of this early poem is not only interest- 
ing but very instructive. By it we learn many 
useful lessons, as reverence for the Creator, His 
character and government, His care for all his 
creatures. His justice in dealing with them. His 
readiness to forgive, and His unlimited creative 
power. How wonderful that the Infinite, Eternal, 
and supremely Holy One, should condescend to 
reveal His will and purposes to ignorant, sinful 
and dependent human beings, and this relation He 
still continues to maintain. 
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The propet Isaiah was the son of Amos, and 
exercised his divine commission, during the reigns 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hczekiah, kings of 
Judah, between 3194 and 3305, B.C. There is a 
tradition that this prophet was of royal descent. 
He probably maintained his prophetical office a 
long time, perhaps a little more than 60 years. 
Some writers have supposed he was put to death 
by Manasseh, the king, while others have believed 
he died a natural death. The name Isaiah means 
" Salvation of Jehovah." 

The Book of Isaiah comprises 66 chapters, and 
though fifth in order of time, it is first in the list 
of the prophets, probably on account of the im- 
portance, and character of his predictions, and the 
size of his Book, being larger than those of the 
twelve minor prophets combined. Besides his 
prophecies, he is represented in 2nd Chronicles, as 
the author of "The Acts 'ftf ITezekiah, "King of 
Judah, but this book has been lost. He is sup 
supposed to have written two others, namely, 
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"TheAsca»sion of Isaiah," and" The Apochrypha 
of Isaiah," but they are evidently forgeries. 

Isaiah is mentioned in the scriptures as a pro- 
phet of the highest dignity, and has been csilled 
by later writers, the Prince of all the prophets, for 
style, and the beauty and sublimity of his figures : 
his entire Book, with few exceptions, is poetical. 
His predictions have been classed in three divi- 
sions, and comprise various subjects He con- 
demns the sins of the Jews, especially the Ten 
Tribes, and denounces severe judgments upon all 
nations both Jews and Gentiles, but with promises 
of pardon except for Babylon. He comforts the 
godly and promises the coming of the Messiah, 
and, on account of the number and definite charac- 
ter of his predictions of the advent of Christ, of 
His preaching, sufferings, death, and kingdom. 
Isaiah has been styled the " Evangelical prophet," 
He speaks of future events as if they had passed, 
and so explicit are his predictions, that he might 
properly be called an evangelist, instead of a pro- 
phet He has been considered as affording the 
highest model of poetry. He is elegant, it is said, 
sublime, forcible, and ornamental according to 
critics, and at the same time he writes with energy, 
dignity, and variety, while his sentiments are fre- 
quently elevated, his imagery, elegant and dignified, 
his language clear, simple, energetic, though his 
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subjects are sometimes obscure. He excels in his 
methods of arrangement, and sometimes carries 
the mind from near to distant objects, and from 
human to divine. 

The prophet calls upon the heavens and earth to 
listen to what the Lord says, as " I have nourished 
and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
against Me," and then introduces the figures of 
the ox and the ass, as knowing their master's crib. 
He says they were a people burdened with sins, 
and the progeny of wicked ancestors. Another 
figure represents them as going backwards, and as 
being diseased from head to foot, covered with 
wounds and sores that had not been bound up nor 
anointed, a very revolting condition. Their coun- 
try was laid wastes their cities burned, and the 
land made descdate by strangers, while the Daugh- 
ter of Zion was left solitary, like a cottage in a 
vineyard, and a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, 
and a city during a siege. These expressive fig- 
ures denote the fearful condition of the Jews in 
the time of the prophet. 

" He says, Had not the Lord saved a very small 
remnant, they would have been utterly extermin- 
ated like Sodom and Gomorrah, and he calls the 
rulers and people by these names, figures very fre- 
quently used by the sacred writers, and are of 
fearful import 
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The Lord was not pleased with their numerous 
offerings, and commands them to bring no more, 
on account of their hypocracy, therefore. He is 
weary of them, and will not hear their prayers, 
and specifies certain deeds they had neglected to 
do, as acts of justice, reUef of the oppressed, 
kindness to the fatherless and the widow. The 
Lord then manifests His infinite condescension by 
saying, ," Come, and let us reason together, for 
though your sios be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow, and as crimson, they shall be as 
white as wool. If ye be obedient, ye shall eat the 
good of the land, but if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be destroyed by the sword." The prophet 
then exclaims, " How is the faithful city become a 
harlot V It was once the place of judgment and 
righteousness, but now it is full of murders : The 
people adulterate their silver with dross and their 
wine with water, and their princes even, are the 
companions of thieves, and every one seeks gifts 
and rewards. 

The Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, 
said, "I will be nd of My adversaries, and be 
avenged of My enemies, for I will purge away thy 
dross and take away thy tin, restore thy judges, 
and counsellors, and thou shall be called the city 
of righteousness, the faithful city, and Zion shall 
be redeemed, but the transgressors shall be 
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destroyed It shall come to pass that the moun- 
tain of the Lord's House shall be established on 
the top of the mountains, and exalted above the 
hills, and all nations shall come to it saying, " Let 
OS go to the House of God, and he will teach us 
Hb ways, for from Zion shall go forth the Law, 
and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem He 
shall judge the nations when their swords shall be 
beaten into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning books, and nation shall not lift up the 
•word against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more." 

The prophet exhorts his people to walk in the 
light of the Lord and tells them that their wicked- 
ness was the cause of God's forsaking them, and 
mentions some of their transgressions and advises 
them to hide in the rock for fear of the Lord who 
aliMie, shall be exalted, and uses very impressive 
figures to illustrate his subject. 

Afto* denouncing judgment against various 
sins, Isaiah had a vision of the Lord in the 
Temple. The calamities of Judah were foretold, 
which were caused by the combined armies of 
Syria and Israd. He was commanded to go and 
meet Ahaz, King of Judah, and inconrage him, for 
his enemies, should not prevail, when the King 
required a sign which was to be that a virgin 
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should bear a son who should be called Immanuel. 
Syria and Israel would be subdued by Assyria audi 
Judah, and the people are promised deliverance. \ 

The advent of the Messiah, His kingdom, the 
gathering of the Gentiles and the restoration of the 
Jews are predicted. The destruction of Babylon, 
the triumph over the doomed city, and judgments 
against Assyria and Palestine are foretold. The 
distress would be fearful, but whoever was left in 
Zion, should be holy when the Lord shall have 
purged Zion and Jerusalem. The prophet then 
sings a song in the form of a parable, to apply to 
Judah. He predicts the fall of Babylon in a veiy 
impressive manner. He describes the mustering 
of the hosts and calls them a tumultuous army of 
nations, gathered by the Lord of hosts from dis- 
tant countries, with weapons of indignation, to 
destroy the whole land, and says, " Howl ye for the 
day of the Lord is near, when all'people shall 
faint through fear, and shall be amazed, then -uses 
a starflmg figure,' saying, " The stars and constel- 
lations of heaven shall not give their light, and the 
sun and moon shall be darkened, and a man shall 
be more precious than gold, even the gold of ■ 
Ophir," on account of the few that remain. "I 
will shake the heavens, and the earth shall be 
removed out of her place, and every man shall flee 
to his own lands but if any are left, they shall fall 
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by the sword, their children shall be dashed in 
pieces, and their houses spoiled. The Medes shall 
move against the powerful city and nation, (that 
is Babylon and the Chaldeans) " and they shall 
have no pity for young men or children. Babylon, 
the gloiy of the kingdoms, the beauty of the Chal- 
deans, shall be as Sodom and Gomonah. It shall 
never be inhabited. The Arabian shall not pitch 
his tent nor the shepherd make his folds there, 
but it shall be occupied by the wild beasts of the 
desert and by dragoons. 

The Lord will have mercy upon His people and 
will return them to their own land, when they will 
utter proverbs against Babylon, as follows. " How 
hath the oppressor ceased, the glorious city 
ceased : " The Lord hath broken the staff of the 
wicked, the sceptre of rulers, and he that ruled the 
nations in anger, is persecuted and no one hinders." 

They sing a triumphant song of victory. "The 
fir trees and the cedars of Lebanon rejoice at 
thee, Hades is moved at thy coming : thy pomp is 
brought down to the ground. How art thou 
fallen, O Lucifer, son of the morning, who said, 
" I will exalt my throne above the stars. I will be 
the Most High," yet thou shalt be brought down 
to Hades, and all that look upon thee shall say, 
" Is this the one who made the earth tremble, that 
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did shake kingdoms ? All the kings of nations lie 
in glory, but thou art cast out of thy grave, and 
shall not be joined with them in burial. 

" I will cut off from Babylon the name and 
remnant, son and nephew, and make it a place for 
the bittern and pools of water," These poetical 
effusions are unsurpassed in beauty, grandeur, and 
unrivalled sublimity. 

The prophet reproves the people of Assyria, 
Palestine, Moab, Syria, Ethiopia, and Egypt, also 
Edom and Arabia, fortells the siege of Jerusalem, 
and expresses his grief at the calamity. He also 
predicts the overthrow of Tyer, declares the future 
glories of Zion, but pronounces woes against 
Ephraim for his pride and drunkenness, and pre- 
dicts judgments upon Jerusalem under the name 
of Ariel, condemns the people for placing their 
confidence in Egypt, pronounces blessings for 
Zion and judgments against Israel and other 



Isaiah relates some historical events connected 
with his nation, describes the invasion of Judah 
by the King of Assyria, when Hezekiah, King of 
Judah sent to the prophet to pray for deliverance, 
and is comforted by his answer. He fortells the 
destruction of Sennacharib, King of Assyria and 
his army by an angel, and his assassination at 
Nineveh, by his sons. The larger part of Isaiah's 
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prophecies related to his own country and nation. 
In bis writtngs he employs a great number and 
variety of figures of speech, many of which are 
remarkable for their beauty, sublimity, and vivid- 
ness of illustration. 

The predictions of Isaiah have been almost liter- 
ally fulfilled, as the events in the life of Christ, 
and the destruction and desolation of nations and 
cities, whose doom he foretold, especially Babylon, 
prove 

The prophet Jeremiah belonged to the order of 
priests, and was a native of Anathoth, a town about 
3 miles from Jerusalem. He was the author of the 
Book named for him, comprising 52 chapters, and 
also of The Lamentations of Jeremiah, of five chap- 
ters. He was very young when called to the pro- 
phetic office and at first desired to be excused on 
accoimt of his youth and incapacity, but being en- 
couraged by a divine revelation, he discharged his 
duties with great diligence and faithfulness for 42 
years, but in the course of his ministry, he encount- 
ered great diflSculties and opposition from his coun- 
trymen, so that he sometimes expressed himself in 
language of intense sorrow. 

He was a man of ardent piety and integrity, and 
devoted lover of his country, and though treated 
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very severely, yet he decided to remain with them 
rather than accept the favor of the King of Baby- 
lon. 

After the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
assassination of Gedeliah, appointed governor of 
Judea by the Chaldeans, he, with others of his 
cotrntrymec, was taken to Egypt against his will. 
When in that country he prophesied against the 
idolatrous practices of his nation, and foretold the 
consequences that would follow, but according to 
tradition, the Jews stoned him to death, and their 
crime met its reward a few years later, when the 
Babylonian armies invaded Egypt, according to the 
prediction of the prophet. 

The prophecies of Jeremiah consist largly of 
threatened judgments against the people of Judab, 
but with promises of their future restoration. He 
also predicts the destruction of some heathen 
nations. He^ prophesied during the reigns of 
Jehoiakim, son of Josiah, and Zedekiah another of 
his sons, and the last king of Judah. 

It has been said that the style of Jeremiah is not 
wanting in elegance or sublimity, though considered 
generally inferior to that of Isaiah. His thoughts 
are somewhat less elevated, but more diffusive. 
In bis Lamentations, the gentler feelings of grief 
and pity predominate. Some parts of his writings 
are poetical, whileothers are historical. He lived to 
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see the accomplishment of his predictions in regard 
to his conntry, as the famine, the triumph of the 
enemy, the city of Jerusalem captured, the palace 
of Solomon, the Temple with all its inexpressible 
beauty and richness, and all its sacred vessels, 
burned. Never has a city suffered a more dreadful 
fate. The prophet has expressed it in his unrivalled 
eloquence and language of exquisite pathos, Jeru- 
salem is personified, and bewaOs, with deep sorrow, 
its calamities, as famine, carnage, destruction, and 
captivity, which are pictured with all the reality of 
an eye witness. 

The prophecies of Jeremiah are very precise. 
He predicts the fate of Zedekiah, the Babylonish 
captivity, its precise time and direction, the return 
of the Jews, the destruction of Babylon, and the 
downfall of many nations, and refers to the birth 
of the Messiah, His atonement, and the character 
of his laws. 

The reputation of Jeremiah spread among foreign 
nations, and his prophecies were celebrated in other 
countries, while many heathen writers unconscious- 
ly bore testimony to the truth and accuracy of pro- 
phetical and historical descriptions. 

The prophet Ezekiel belonged to the sacredotal 
order, and was taken a captive to Babylon, with the 
King of Judah and others of his countrymen, and 
placed on the bank of the River Chebar, in Mesopo- 
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tamia, where he received his divine revelations 
recorded in his Book, which comprises 48 chapters 
of our version, giving an accoiint of the Lord's ap- 
pearing to him, of his appointment to the prophetic 
office and encouragement in his labors. 

His prophecies are mainly directed against the 
sins of his nation, and were so pointed that they 
cost him his life, according to tradition. He de- 
scribes under a great variety of figures of speech, 
the future calamities of his country, the total de- 
struction of the Temple and city of Jerusalem, by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and also predicts the overthrow of 
many other nations, as Moab, Ammon, Edom the 
Philistines, Tyre, Sidon, and Egypt. He denounces 
the sins of the Jews and exhorts them to repent, 
assuringthem that God would accept their confes- 
sions, and comforts them with the promise of deliver- 
ance by Cyrus, King of Persia, and intimates the 
redemption of the Messiah. 

The style of Ezekiel b considered very bold, 
vehement, and tragical, and often highly dignified, 
and might be compared [to that of jEscuIus of the 
Greeks. He has majestic dignity, an unpolished 
but noble simplicity, and is, perhaps, unequalled in 
force and grandeur, though inferior in elegance, to 
some of the other prophets. He sometimes repeats 
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bis indignant sentiments, and describes the iniqui 
ties fA his countrymen mider the strongest 
figureg. 

Some parts of his Book are poetical and contain 
beautiful and subhme figures, though his thoughts 
are too irregular to be governed by rules. 

The last chapters of his Book bear a striking 
resemblence to the closing chapters of the Book of 
Revelation. Ezekiel was favored with numerous 
visions when it was revealed to him what to pro- 
phecy and to whom he should deliver his divine 
message. Some of these visions are more remark- 
able than those of any others recorded in the Sacred 
Scriptures. The prophet is always addressed as 
"Son of man." Some of his wonderful visions 
and figures of speech are the following. He wit- 
nessed a whirlwind, accompanied by a great doud 
of the color of amber, and fir^ and in the midst of 
this wonderful scene, were four living creatures, in 
some respects, like human beings, but each had 
four feet like those of a calf, and each had four 
wings like burnished brass with hands under their 
wings, and with the faces of a man, a lion, an ox 
and an eagle. It is not intended to explain the 
meaning of the visions in all their particulars, but 
only to illustrate his types and figures, which he 
uses very extensively, The prophet says, when 
he heard the noise of the wings of the living crea- 
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tures, it was as the noise of great waters, the voice 
of the Almighty and of a great host, while over their 
heads was a throne of sapphire of the brightness of 
the rainbow, and "when I saw it," says the pro- 
phet, "I fell on tny face, and heard a voice, speak 
to me saying, " Son of man stand upon thy feet, 
and I will speak unto the." The message was, "I 
send thee to the children of Israel, a rebellious 
nation, an impudent people, and whether they will 
hear or forbear, they shall know that a prophet has 
been among them. Son of man be not afraid, though 
briars, thoms, and scorpions threaten thee." 

The prophet had a vision of the roll of a bode 
c<mtaining lamentations, mourning and woe, and 
was commanded to eat the roll which he says 
was as sweet as honey. He was told that he was not 
sent to people who spoke a foreign language, whose 
words he could not understand, but to a people 
whose language was his native tongue, nevertheless 
they will not hearken to thee, for they are like 
adamant, and harder than flint." 

The prophet heard a loud voice saying, " Blessed 
be the glory of the Lord," and also the noise of 
the wings of living creatures, and of wheels, when 
the spirit lifted him up and carried him away, but 
the hand of the Lord was strong. He came to the 
captives by the River Chebar, and sat down with 
them seven days, in silent astonishment. At the 
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end of the seven days, the word of the lord came 
to him saying, "Son of man, I appoint thee a watch- 
man of the house of Israel, therefore warn them, 
for if thou dost not, and the wicked die in their 
sins, their blood will I require at thy hands, but if 
thou dost warn them and they die in their iniquities 
thou hast delivered thy soul." 

The Lord said, "Go unto the plain and I will 
speak with thee, " I went and behold the glory of 
the Lord was there, as I saw it on the banks of 
the Chebar, and I fell on my face, but the spirit 
set me on my feet and said, "Go and shut 
thyself within thy house, but thou shalt be bound, 
and will be silent for they are a rebellious people, 
but when I speak, thou shalt say, " He that heareth 
let him hear, and he that refuseth, let him refuse, 
for they are a rebellious people. 

The siege of Jerusalem was prefigured by the 
following type, which gives the particulars of a siege 
as they were conducted in the prophet's day. He 
was told to take a tile or plate of dried clay and 
sketch upon it the city of Jerusalem, during a 
siege. He must represent a fort, and mount and 
place battering rams about it, then use an iron 
pan to denote a wall, place a camp about it then 
begin the siege. 

The prophet was to represent his nation and as 
bearing their iniquities by a figure that describes him 
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as lying 390 days on his lett side for the sins of 
Israel, and 40 days on his right side for those of 
Judah each day representing a year. He was not 
permitted to turn from one side to the other, until 
the days were passed To represent a famine, the 
prophet was told to gather wheat, barley, beans, 
lentils, millet and fitches, and placethem in a vessel 
together for bread, he would need while lying 
on his sides. This would represent the defiled 
bread the people of Israel would eat when captives 
among Gentiles. The severity of the famine was 
prefigured by the scarcity of bread which was 
sold by weight, and the water which was given out 
by measure. 

Under the type of hair was shown the judgment 
of God against Jerusalem. The command was given, 
"Son of man take a barber's razor, and shave off thy 
hair and beard and weigh them. One third shalt 
thou bum, one third shalt thou cut with a knif^ 
and a third part scatter to the winds, but a few 
hairs shalt thou bind in thy skirts, and then bum 
them, A fire shall be sent to Jerusalem for she 
has sinned more grievously than the nations about 
her, therefore she shall be chastised more severely 
than others." The Jews had sinned against greater 
light than other nations, therefore their greater ac- 
countability. The prophet mentions the fearful 
calamties of Jerusalem during the siege, when in 
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consequence of the famine, the fathers eat their 
sons, and the sons their fathers, while a renmant 
were scattered by the wind, a third part died by 
famine and pestilence and a third part by the sword. 

The prophet, by the figure of personification, 
represents the mountains as beingaddressed, "Thus 
saith the Lord God to the mountains, hills, valleys 
and rivers," Behold I will bring a sword upon you 
and destroy your high places, your altars shall be 
destroyed, your images broken, your men slain be- 
fore your altars, and I will scatter your bones about 
them. Your cities and dwellings shall be laid waste, 
yea I will leave a remnant and they who escape 
shall remember Me among the nations where they 
are captives. 

Great calamities and the final destruction d 
Israel as a nation, are threatened. The sanctuary 
would be spoiled and other fearful judgments 
follow, so that all who witnessed them, "should 
smite with the band and stamp with the foot," and 
say, " Alas 1 for the abominations of Israel ; they 
shall fall by the sword, famine, and pestilence, and 
they that escape shall be on the mountains like 
doves of the valleys, mourning every one, for his 
iniquities, and all hands shall be feeble, all knees 
weak as water. They shall gird themselves with 
sackcloth : horror and shame shall be seen on all 
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bees, and baldness upon all heads, and the silver 
and gold shall not deliver them in the day of God's 
wrath. 

The prophet introduces the figure of a chain to 
show their miserable oppression and says "mis- 
chief shall come upon them : the law will be disre- 
garded by the priests and the council by the 
ancients, and the king will mourn and the princes 
clothe themselves with the emblems of grief. 

Ezekiel beheld in a vision the image of jealousy 
in the Temple, which was like fire and the color 
of amber. He was taken by the hand and brought 
to Jerusalem, when he beheld the glory of God, 
who said to him, " Son of man, look towards the 
north," when he saw the image of jealousy. 

He was then brought to the door of the court, 
and saw a hole in the wall His guide said, " Son 
of man, dig in the wall." Having obeyed he saw 
a door, and was told to enter and behold the 
abominations committed there. He saw all kinds 
of creeping things and noxious beasts, and all the 
various idols portrayed upon the walls, and stand- 
ing before these repulsive objects, were 70 men 
each with his censer in his hand, from which arose 
a cloud of incense. The prophet's guide said, 
" Son of man, thou hast seen what the ancients of 
Israel do in the dark, for they say, "The Lord 
does not see us, for He has forsaken the earth," 
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"Thou shall see greater abominations," when the 
prophet was conducted to the gate of the Lord's 
House, towards the north where women sat weeping 
for Tammuz their idol. Again he was conducted 
to the inner court of the House and saw 28 men 
worshipping the sun with their faces turned 
towards the east. 

In another vision, the prophet was told to ask 
those who had charge over the city, to come near, 
every one carrying a destructive weapon in his 
hand, when six men appeared bearing their 
weapons, and one of them was clad in linen, and 
carried a writer's ink horn. They went in and 
stood by the brazen altar, when the Lord said to 
the man with the ink horn, " Go through the city 
and set a mark <m the foreheads of those who sigh 
and cry for the abominations committed in Jeru- 
salem," and to the others He said, " Go after him 
and smite : do not spare nor have pity : slay the 
old and the yoimg, both women and children, but 
do not injure any one upon whom the mark is 
placed." They went forth and slew the people 
but the prophet who was spared, fell upon his face 
and cried, " Ah ! Lord God, wilt thou destroy all 
the residue of Israel?" He said, "The sin of 
Israel and Judah is exceeding great. The land is 
full of blood and the city is full of perversness. 
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They say "The Lord has forsaken the earth, and 
He seeth not." " Mine eye shall not spar^ 
neither will I have pity." 

Ezekiel had many remaricable and mysterious 
visions. Besides those already mentioned, were 
others about coals of fire to be scattered over the 
city, and about the cherubim similar to the one on 
the River Chebar. He condemns the princes who 
were the cause of great calamities, for they had 
filled the streets with the slain. He uses a very 
expressive figure, saying " the city is the caldron 
and the people are the flesh." 

After severe judgments are threatened, the Lord 
gives some encouragement to the people and 
promises to gather them out of the countries to 
which they had been taken captives, and "they 
shall be my people, and I will be their God." By 
the type of his removal, the prophet gives his 
people an object lesson. He was commanded to 
remove his household goods from place to place, 
and dig through the wall and 'carry the stones 
away on his shoulders. The people in astonish- 
ment, inquired why he did it, when he answered, 
thus saith the Lord, " This is a sign to Jerusalem 
and all the house of Israel living there. As I have 
done, so shall it be done to thee. They that 
remain shall go into captivity. The prince shall 
cover his face that he may not see. My net will 
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I spread up<Hi him and he shall go to Babylon, yet 
he shall not see it, and ^all die there." This 
refers to Zedekiab, King of Judafa, whose eyes 
were put out, before he arrived at Babylon, there- 
fore he did not see the city. 

Ezekiel threatens false prophets and specifies 
certain calamities, as pestilence, famine, dangerous 
animals, and war. As the trees of the forest are 
fit cmly for fuel, so Joiisalem was fit for destruc- 
tion. Under the similitude of an exposed infant, 
the eariy history of Jerusalem and God's great 
goodness towards her is shown, yet she was guilty 
of idolatry and was more wicked than Sodom or 
Samaria, though He would remember His cove- 
nant with her. 

The prophet uttered a parable against Israel 
which was as follows. " A great eagle covered 
with feathers of various colors, came to Lebanon, 
rested upon the highest branch of a cedar tree, 
and cropped off the top of its highest twigs, and 
carried them to a land of trafic in a country of 
merchants. He took the seed of the land, planted 
it in a fruitful field by great waters, for a willow 
tree. It grew and became a spreading vine, how- 
ever, of a low stature, whose branches turned 
towards him and shot forth sprigs. There was 
another eagle with great wings and many feathers, 
that beheld the vine spread its branches towards 
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him, that he might care for it. Thua saith the 
Lord, " Shall it prosper ? It shall wither in the 
furrows where it grew. Know ye what these 
things mean ? The King of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem, took the King of Judah with his princes 
captives, and made a covenant with him, but the 
people of Judah rebelled and sent to the King of 
Egypt for horses and an army. Shall they prosper 
by breaking their covenant with the king of 
Babylon ? They shall not prosper, neither will the 
King of Egypt assist them." 

Thus saith the Lord, " I will take the highest 
branch and plant it upon a high mountain,- and it 
shall bear fruit and under its branches all fowls 
shall dwell, and all the trees of the Held shall know 
that I the Lord have brought down the high tree 
and exalted the low tree, have dried up the green 
tree and made the dry tree flourish." 

The prophet uses the proverb of sour grapes to 
reprove the people, "The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge," 
is a proverb which has been handed down to the 
present generation. The Lord said they should 
have occasion for the use of this proverb no 
longer, for the soul that sinneth should die. He 
then specified a list of transgressions which, if one 
committed, he should perish. Under the symbol 
of a lioness and her whelps, the prophet represents 
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the fall of the royal famUy, and by that of a vine 
pulled up by the roots, the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. 

The elders of Israel came to the prophet to 
hear the word of the Lord, but were told, " I wUl 
not be inquired of by you," and then refers to the 
history of Israel. By the figure of a vine plucked 
up and wasted, the desolation of the holy city was 
shown. "Thy mother is like a vine planted by 
the waters : she was fi^l of branches and was 
fruitful, and afforded rods for the sceptres of 
rulers, and was exalted among the branches. But 
she was pulled up in fury, cast down to the 
grotmd, and the east wind dried her fruit and her 
rods were broken and consumed by the fire. Now 
she is planted in a dry and thirsty land of the 
wilderness, while a fire has devoured her fruit, and 
she has no strong rod for a sceptre. The 
prophet's wife died, but he was commanded not to 
mourn for her, as a sign that the calamities of the 
Jews would be too severe for any expression of 
sorrow. 

Ezekiel gives considerable space in his Book to 
the judgments of God against various nations, 
namely : Moab, Edom, Tyre, Zidon, the Philis- 
tines : Egypt and Assyria, but the larger part of 
his prophecies, referred to his own nation. He 
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passed through it, he saw a large number of bones, 
when his guide said, " Son of man, can these bones 
live?" His answer Ws, "O Lord Thou know- 
est," when he was told to say to them, " O ye dry 
bones hear the word of the Lord. Behold, I will 
give you breath, and ye shall live, and be clothed 
with sinews, flesh, and skin. The prophet obeyed 
the command, when there was a noise and a shak- 
ing, and the bones were united and covered with 
flesh, but they had no breath. The prophet was 
told to command the wind, to come from the four 
quarters of the globe, and breathe upon them, that 
they might live. When this was done, the bones 
received breath and stood upon their feet, an 
exceedingly great army. The explanation of the 
remarkable vision was as follows, " Son of man, 
these bones represent the whole nation of Israel, 
who say, "Our bones are broken, our hope lost." 
Tell them, behold, O My people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come forth, and will 
bring you into the land of Israel, and I will put 
My Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land." 

Ezekiel had another vision about two sticks, he 
was commanded to take and write on one " For 
Judah," and on the other " For Ephraim and the 
house of Israel." join the two sticks and they 
will become one." The explanation was that the 
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people of Israel would be gathered from the 
heathen lands to which they bad been taken as 
captives, and returned to their own country and 
the two branches would be united in one nation 
and be governed by one king. There would be no 
more two nations of the Jews or two kingdoms, 
namely that of Judah, and that of IstaeL They 
would worship idols no more, and "they shall be 
My people," saith the Lord. " They shall all have 
one Shepherd, and shall keep My statutes, and 
dwell in the land I have given unto Jacob, and I 
will make a covenant of peace with you, and I will 
be your God, and ye shall be My people." 

Gog or Magog are considered, by some commen- 
tators, symbolical names of the heathen, natives of 
Northern Asia, more espesially the Tartans and 
Mongolians. They are mentioned by Ezekiel and 
by the writer of The Book of Revelations. It is 
said by the latter, that Satan shall be loosened 
from his prison and shall go out to deceive the 
nations of the earth, Gog and Magog, and 
gather them to battle, an army like the sand of the 
sea for numbers. They went over the earth, sur- 
roimded the camp of the saints and the holy city, 
when fire descended from heaven, and consumed 
them. Ezekiel was commanded to prophecy 
against Gog the prince Meshech and Tubal, say- 
ing, "Behold, I am against thee^ O Gog," saith 
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the Lord, " I will turn thee back and put hooks in 
thy ears, and bring thee forth with all thy army 
horses, and horsemen, all clad in armor, as 
bucklers, shields, helmets, and swords, a very 
great company including Persians, Ethiopians, and 
Libyans with Gomar and all his bands, the house of 
Togamah of the north and his company, to advance 
against Israel. They shall come like a storm and 
cover the land like a cloutd, and shall take the 
spoils," 

Thus saith the Lord, " Son of man, projdiecy 
against Gog, "Thou shalt come from the north 
with a great company of horsemen against My 
people Israel, that the heathen may know Me, and 
in that day, there shall be great trembling in the 
land of Israel. The fishes of the sea, the fowls <tf 
the heavens, the beasts of the field, and all creep- 
ing things, and all human beings shall be afraid. 
The mountains shall fall and the strong walls be 
thrown down, and every man's sword shall be 
against his brother. I will send pestilence. Mood, 
hailstones, floods, fire and brimstone, and I will be 
known in the eyes of nations." 

The prophet was commanded to proclaim the 
utter destruction of Gog. The Lord said, " I will 
turn thee back, and I«ive only one sixth part of 
thy great army, and will bring thee to the moan- 
tains of Israel, and thou shalt fall upon them and 
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thy weapons shall be of no avail. I will give thee 
to ravenous birds and beasts of the field to be 
devoured. Moreover, I will send a fire on Magog, 
and on those that dwell in the isles. They that 
dwell in the cities of'Israel shall bum the weapons 
of their enemies, as the shields, bucklers, swords, 
spears, arrows, helmets, etc and Gog shall be 
buried in the valley on the east side of the sea, 
and it shall be called " The Valley of Hamon-Gog. 

After predicting the fearful history of Gog, the 
prophet returns to his own countrymen, and men- 
tions the cause of Israel's captivity, and has a 
vision concerning the Temple of Jerusalem, gives 
a particular description of it, the return of God's 
glory to His House, and His purpose to dwell there 
on condition of the repentance and obedience of 
the people, and specifies the ceremonies of divine 
worship and the portions of the twelve tribes. 

None of the prophets were, perhaps, favored 
with so many and so remarkable visions as Ezekiel, 
or one whose writings abound in so many emphatic 
figures of speech, types, and symbols, some of 
which are mysterious and difficult to understand 
clearly. 

The prophet Daniel descended from the kings of 
Judah, and was taken captive to Babylon when a 
young man, and placed in the court of the King of 
Babylon, and was eifterwards promoted to a posi- 
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tion of high rank and great power. After the 
conquest of Babylon, he was taken to Persia, and 
on account of his noble character he was appointed 
to fill an office of the highest dignity next to that 
of the sovereign, 

Daniel seems to be the only prophet who en- 
joyed worldly prosperity, but even at disolute and 
idolatrous courts, he strictly maintained his integ- 
rity and the worship of the true God, though cast 
into a den of lions on account of his Bdelity to his 
religion. 

The Book of Daniel is a combination of history 
and prophecy. He records events that occurred 
or would occur from his time to the resurrection. 
The Assyrian, Persian, Grecian, and Koman em- 
pires are particularly described, and also the time 
at which the Messiah would appear, the rise and 
fall of antichrist, the future restoration of the 
Jews, the victory of Christ over his enemies, and 
the universal prevalence of true religion. 

Daniel livedto an advanccdage but it is not prob- 
able that he returned to Judea with his country- 
men. 

His style is clear, simple, and concise, and his 
Book comprises 12 chapters. His revelations or 
visions occurred in the night He uses fewer 
rhetorical figures than some of the other prophets, 
but his power as a vigorous writer, was due more 
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to his visions than to figures though he employed 
some of the latter ; as Thrones cast down : Gar- 
ments white as snow ; Hair like wool ; Throne 
like the fiery flame and wheels of fuming fire : The 
horn spoke : Great beasts with teeth of iron, nails 
of brass, horn with eyes, and mouth to devour the 
whole earth : A ram with two unequal horns, A 
he goat : Seventy weeks : Arms of a flood : Strong 
gods : Awake to everlasting life : The wise shine 
as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars 
forever and forever : drive to and fro : 

The tree whidi Nabuchadnezzar saw was a 
tyjMcal figure of himself. Some others are Aimy of 
heaven : Hand writing on the wall and its par- 
port : Number thy kingdom. Weighed in the 
balance and found wanting, and othem 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HosEA — Joel — Amos — Obadiah. 

The prophet Hosea lived during the reigns of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah kings of 
Judah, and Jeroboam King of Israel He is the 
first of the minor prophets and is supposed to have 
been an inhabitant of the kingdom of Israel, and to 
have begun his prophecies about 800 B.C. and con- 
tinued them sixty years. His Book comprises 14 
chapters, recording the sins ctf the people of 
Israel. He refers to their captivity and disper- 
sion, and also to the deliverance of Judah from the 
Assyrians, the condition of the Jews, their future 
restoration and union with the Gentiles in the 
Kingdom of the Messiah, the recall of the Saviour 
from Egypt, and His resurrection on the third day 
after His crucifixion. 

The style of Hosea is considered obscure and 
abrupt. His prophecies are a continued series 
without any distinction of time, place, or subject, 
and he is considered less clear than the prophets 
who succeeded him. 

The strange marriages of Hosea, though repiJ- 
sive, were intended as types or figures to repre- 
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sent the sin of the house of Jehu. He says, " I will 
not show mercy to the house of Israel, and will 
utterly take them away, but I will have mercy 
upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the 
Lord their God, and not by sword, battle, horses 
nor horsemen, yet the children of Israel shall be 
as the sand of the sea in numbers, and though it 
was said, -'Ye are not My people, they shall be 
called the sons of God. Then shall the people of 
Judah and of Israel be gathered together and shall 
have one leader. 

The prophet threatens the people for their 
idolatry, and says, "I will cause their mirth to 
cease, also their fasts, new moons, and sabbaths. 
I will send them the days of Balaam, yet I will 
speak comfortably to them and they shall sing as in 
the day of their youth, and when they came from 
the land of Egypt. I will make a covenant with 
them, and will break the bow and the sword, and 
there shall be no more war. Under the figure of 
a woman, the desolation and destruction of Israel 
are described. The prophet says, "The Lord 
hath a controversy with the inhabitants on accomit 
of their sins, such as swearing, lying, stealing, 
killing and uncleanness. when the land shall 
mourn, for the beasts of the field the fowls of 
heaven, and the fishes of the sea shall be taken 
away. My people are destroyed for lack of knowl- 
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edge. There shall be no more priests to me, and 
it shall be like people, like priest. They, sacrifice 
upon the tops of mountains and bum incense 
under oaks, poplars, and elms. "He exhorts 
Judah to take warning by the example of Israel, 
and says, "Israel slideth back and Ephraira is 
joined to his idols," Judah is also reproved, He 
says, " I will be unto Epbraim and Judah as a 
young lion. 

After these denunciatbns there follows an ex- 
hortation to repentance and a promise "that 
though the Lord hath smitten. He will heal and 
revive us." 

"O Ephraim and Judah, what shall I do unto 
you ? Your goodness is like a morning cloud and 
the early dew, therefore have I chastised you by 
the prophet, for I desired mercy and not sacrifice, 
and the knowledge of God more than burnt offer- 
ings. Let us return unto the "Lord for though He 
hath smitten, He will bind us up. On the third day 
He wOl raise us up and He shall be as the former 
and the latter rain. Ephraira is a cake not turned, 
and as a silly dove. They call to Egypt and go to 
Assyria, Woe unto them for they have fled. 
They have sown to the wind and have reaped the 
whirlwind. When Israel was a child I loved him, 
and called My Son out of Egypt." 
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Ephraim is used by this prophet as synonymous 
with Israel. He was the second son of Joseph 
and Asenath the daughter of Potiphab, bis elder 
brother being Manasseh, both natives of Egypt, 
and adopted by Jacob their grandfather, and 
become the founders of two of the tribes. 

The tribe of Ephraim became numerous, having 
40,000 men while in Egypt, capable of bearing 
arms, Joshua belonged to this tribe, and the ark 
and tabernacle remained with it in Shiloh for a 
long time. After the revolt of the ten tribes, the 
seat of government being with this tribe, the name 
is frequently used to denote the kingdom. They 
were led captive with other tribes, beyond the 
Euphrates, by the Assyrians. 

The name Ephraim was also given to a city 
near the Jordan, and to another on the west side 
some distance from Jerusalem. The forest of 
Ephraim, east of the Jordan, was where Absalom 
lost his life. 

Hosea uses a large number of figures of speech, 
some of them being very forcible but not always 
dignified and elevated. 

Joel was the second of the minor prophets, but 
it is not known in what age he lived, probably he 
was cotemporary with the prophet Hosea. His 
predictions are confined to the Kingdom of Judah, 
in which he threatens divine vengeance and exhorts 
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the people to repent, fast and pray, and promises 
the blessings of God to the obedient. His princi- 
pal predictions are the Chaldean invasion under 
the figures of locusts, the destruction of Jerusalem 
by Titus, the blessing of the gospel, the restoration 
of the Jews to their native land, the destruction of 
the enemies of God, and the glorious state of the 
Christian church at the end of the world. 

The style of Joel has been considered clear and 
el^ant,and his language remarkably animated and 
poetical. He addresses the old men and others, 
saying, " Hear, Hath it been in your days or in 
those of your fathers, Tell it to your children, and 
let them hand it down to the third genera- 
tion." Hedeclaresthat the palmer worm, the locust, 
the cankerworm, and the caterpillar have devoured 
the productions of the earth, and then says, 
"Awake ye drunkards, for a strong and numberless 
nation whose teeth are those of a lion, hath laid 
waste my vineyard, and stripped my fig tree,;there- 
fore lament like a virgin for her beloved, girded 
with sackcloth. 

" The offerings fail, the field is wasted, the land 
moumeth, for the com, wine and oil fail. O ye 
husbandmen and vinedressers howl, because the 
harvest has failed. The vine, pomegranite, palm 
and apple trees are withered, and all the trees of 
the field. Gird yourselves and lament, ye priests. 
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and lie all night in sackcloth, Sanctify a fast, call 
a solemn assembly and gather .the elders with all 
the people of the House of the Lord and cry unto 
Him, for the day of destruction will come, for the 
land is desolate, the beasts and herds of cattle^ and 
the sheep suffer because they have no pasture " 

The prophet then ejihoits the people to blow 
the trumpet in Zion and sound an alarm in the 
Holy moimtain, that all the inhabitants may trem- 
ble for a day of gloom and darkness is near, such 
as was never known before nor will be known for 
many generations. He then warns them of a fear- 
ful danger, saying, " There is a fire before and a 
flame behind them, a garden of Eden before and 
behind a desolate wilderness, and nothing 
shall escape. The appearance of the enemy 
is like that of horses and the noise of chariots on 
the mountains. They devourthe stubble as a strong 
army in battle array. The people are afraid, they 
run like mighty men, they climb the wall like men 
of war. The enemy march and will not break 
their ranks, they run to and fro in the city, climb 
upon the houses and enter the windows like a thief. 
The earth shall quake before them, the heavens 
shall tremble, the sun and moon shall be darkened, 
and the stars shall not shine. The day of the Lord 
is terrible, and who can abide it? 
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"Turn to Me with all your heart," saith the 
Lord," with fasting, weeping and mourning. Rend 
your hearts and not your garments, and turn to the 
Lordlyour God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger and of great kindness. Who knoweth but 
He will return and leave a blessing ? 

Blow the trumpet, call a solemn assembly and 
let all the people with the priests, elders, children 
and babes jweep before the altar, and offer the 
prayer. " Spare Thy people, O Lord, and let not 
the heathen rule over them," Then will the Lord 
pity His people and say, " I wOl give you com, 
wine and oil, and ye shall be satisfied and no more 
a reproach among the heathen. I will remove far 
off the northern army and drive them into a deso- 
late land. Fear not, be glad and rejoice for the 
Lord will do great things." 

The prophet addresses the beasts of the field 
and promises them pasture, then says to his people, 
"Be glad, ye children of Zion, and rejoice, in the 
Lord your God, for He will give you the early and 
the latter rain, and your floors shall be full of 
wheat, and your vats shall flow with wine and oil, 
and I will restore what the locust, cankerwom, 
caterpillar, and palmer worm destroyed, the army 
sent among you, and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord your God and none else. It shall come to 
pass that I will pour out My Spirit, and your sons 
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and daughters shall prophesy, your old men 
shall have dreams and your young men shall see 
visions. I will show wonders in heaven and earth, 
as blood, fire, and smoke. The sun shall he dark- 
ened, the moon turned into blood before theterrible 
day (^ the Lord comes. Whoever calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be delivered" 

" The prophet says, "When the captivity of Judah 
ends, all nations shall assemble in the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, and the Lord will plead with them 
for His people, O Tyre and Sidon because ye have 
taken My silver and gdd, and pleasant things and 
carried them to your temples, and have sold the 
children of Judah to the Grecians, I will sell your 
stHis and daughters to the children of Judah, and 
they will sell them to the Sabians, a people far off. 
I will return your recompoise upon your own heads. 
Proclaim this among the gentiles. Prepare for war, 
arouse the mighty men, beat the ploughshares into 
swords, your pruning hooks into spears, let the 
weak become strcmg. 

Let the heathen come to the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
for there will I come to judge them. Put in the 
sidd^ the harvest is ripe, the press is full, for their 
wickedness is great Multitudes are in the valley 
of decision, the heavens and the earth shall shak^ 
but the Lord will be the Hope of His people; 
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It shall come to pass in that day, the mountains 
shall drop down new wine, the hill shall flow with 
milk, the rivers flow with water, and a fomitain 
shall come from the house of the Lord. Egypt and 
Edom shall be desolate, for their violence against 
the children of Judah, for the Lord dwelleth in 
Zion," 

Amos the fourth of the minor prophets, lived in 
the time of Uzziah King of Judah, and Jeroboam, 
King of Israel. He prophesied in Bethel where 
Jeroboam had the golden calves erected for wor- 
ship. Amaziah, the High Priest accused him 
before the king, of conspiracy, when he replied, " I 
am not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but a 
herdsman and a dresser of sycamore fruit, but the 
Lord, as I followed the flock, said to me, *' Go and 
prophecy against My people Israel." 

He was driven from Bethel, when he went to 
the Kingdom of Judah, and lived in the small town 
of Tekoah. 

He complains of the violence offered him to 
keep silence, and denounces the sins both of 
Israel and Judah, and utters threatenings against 
both, and predicts their ruin. 

He also threatens the Syrians, Philistines, and 
Tyrians and other enemies of his countrymen, and 
concludes his message with the promise of the res- 
toration of the tabernacle of David, and the estab- 
lishment of the Kingdom of Christ. 



,11 by Google 



l8o FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

His style, as a writer, has been criticised by 
some commentators, while it is the opinion of 
others, that he is not behind the chief of the 
prophets, and is equal to them in lofty sentiments, 
and is hardly inferior to any in a splendid diction 
and elegant compositbn. The entire Book of 
Amos, comprising nine chapters, is animated, and 
exhibits a grand and impressive eloquence. His 
figures of speech are chiefly derived from lions and 
other animals, and the most striking images that 
adorn the poetry of the Scriptures, are generally 
drawn from nature. 

The prophet introduces his subject by the follow- 
ing exordium. "The Lord will^ roar from Zion 
and utter His voice from Jerusalem, and the habi- 
tations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top 
of Carmel shall wither." 

He then utters a prophecy against Syria, say- 
ing, " I will send a' fire into the house of Hazael, 
which shall destroy the palaces of Benhadad, and 
I will break the bars of Damascus, and the people 
of Syria shall go into captivity. 

Amos then delivers his prophecy against the 
Philistines, and the Tyrians. Of the former, he 
says, ■' I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza which 
shall destroy the palaces ; and because Tjmia did 
not observe the brotherly covenant, I will send a 
fire on her walls. Because Edom did not pity his 
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brother, I will send a fire upon Teman which 
shall devour the palaces of Bozrah," He also de- 
nounces the Ammonites for their cruelty, and 
says, " I will kindle a fire on the wall of Kabbah 
which shall destroy the palaces thereof with shout- 
ing in the day of battle tempest and whirwind, and 
their king and princes shall go into captivity. 

The prophet directs his anathamas against his 
own nation, saying, "Because they have despised 
the law of the Lord, and have not kept His com- 
mandments, I will send a fire upon Judah and it 
shall bum the palaces of Jerusalem." Of Israel 
he says, "Because they sold the righteous for 
silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes," and com- 
mitted many other sins, which he designates, the 
Lord would punish them for their transgressions. 
He specifies several distinguished favors shown 
them, and says to Israel, "you only, of all the 
families of the earth, have I known (chosen) there- 
fore I will punish you for your iniquities. Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed ? " 

The prophet asks some pungent questions using 
very expressive figures of speech to enforce them. 
He says, "Will a lion roar in the forest when he 
has no prey, or a young lion cry in bis den if he 
has taken nothing ? Can a bird fall into a snare 
where no trap is set for him ? Shall a trumpet be 
blown, and the people not be afraid ? " The 



,11 by Google 



i8i FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

heathen are called to behold the judgments against 
Israel. The dwellers in the palaces of Ashdod, 
and Egypt, are summoned to assemble upon the 
mountains of Samaria and behold the tumult. 
"An adversary shall encompass the land, and thy 
palaces shall be spoiled. In the day that I send 
judgment upon [Israel I will smite the winter 
and the summer houses and also the ivory house, 
and others of eminence." 

The prophet calls the people of Samaria the 
kine of Bashan. They oppress the poor and say to 
their masters, "Let us drink, T he L ord hath 
sworn that the days will come when He will 
catch you and your posterity with fish-hooks." 
The prophet ironically calls them to go to Bethel, 
and offer their sacrifices to the golden calves. He 
then recounts the judgments upon Israel in the 
past, on account of their perversity, and mentions 
among them famine, drought, war and pestilence, 
yet they did not return to the Lord. 

Amos then utters a lamentation against Israel, 
saying, "Hear I O house of Isral, The virgin of 
Israel has fallen ; she shall rise no more ; she is 
forsaken, and there is no one to raise her 
up. The city that has looo mhabitants shall 
retain only loo, and the one that has loo shall 
have only lo left," He then exhorts them to 
repent and seek the Lord, and they should Uve. 
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" Seek Him that made the sun, stars and Orion, 
and that turns the shadow of death into morning, 
maketh the day dark, and poureth out the waters 
of the sea upon the earth. Then shall be wailing 
in the streets. 

"Take away the noise of your songs, for I 
wOl not hear the melody of your viols. Woe to 
them that are at ease in Zion ; Woe to those that 
put off the evil day, that repose upon beds of 
ivory and eat the Iambs of the flock, that play 
upon the viol and invent instruments of music, 
and drink wine and annoint themselves There- 
fore ye shall go into captivity." 

Some of the prophet's figures of speech are ex- 
ceedingly forcible, symbolized by the grasshopper, 
fire, and plumb line and a basket of summer fruit. 
He declares the certainty of Israel's destruction- 
and the restoration of the tabernacle of David. 

Obadiah the prophet, whose Book contains only 
one chapter, is supposed by some writers, to have 
been the same as the governor of the family of 
Ahab king of Israel, while others believe he was 
the one whom Josiah, the king of Judah, made 
overseer of the work on the Temple. 

The period in which the prophet lived is uncer- 
tain ; some persons believe he was cotemporary with 
Hosea, Amos, and Joel, and others that he lived in 
the time of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and uttered his 
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prophecy about 585 B.C., soon after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by the Baylonians. His Book is 
written in a beautiful and elegant style, and con- 
tains predictions of the utter destruction of the 
Edomites and the future prosperity of the Jews. 

The prophet says, " He heard a rumor from the 
Lord and an ambassador sent among the heathen. 
Arise and let us go against her in battle," refer- 
ring to Edom. " I have made thee small among 
the heathen, and greatly despised. The pride of 
thy heart hath deceived thee that dwellest in the 
clefts of rocks. Thou hast said " Who shall bring 
me down to the ground ? Though thou exalt thy- 
self as the eagle, and make thy nest among the 
stars, yet I will bring thee down," saith the Lord. 

" Shall I not destroy the wise men of Edom ? 
Thy mighty raea, O Teman, shall be dismayed. 
Every one of the men of Esau shall be cut off by 
slaughter for thy violence against thy brother 
Jacob, in the day when strangers carried him away 
captive, and foreigners entered his gate and cast 
lots for Jerusalem ; then thou wast one of them. 
Thou shouldst not have rejoiced over Judah in the 
day of his trouble, nor spoken proudly in the day 
of his distress. Thou shouldst not have taken 
their substance in the day of their calamity, nor 
stood in the crossway to cut off those who escaped. 
As thon hast done, so shall it be done unto thee, 
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and thy reward shall return upon thine own head. 
But upon Mount Zion shall come deliverance ; the 
house of Jacob shall be a fire and the house of 
Joseph a flame and the house of Esau stubble, 
and there shall be none remaining of the house of 
Esau." 



,11 by Google 



CHAPTER VIL 
Jonah — Micah — Naruh — Habakkuk. 

Jonah, the fifth of the minor prophets, was a 
native of Galilee and is generally considered the 
most ancient of all the prophets, and is supposed to 
have lived as early as 840 B.C. His Book com- 
prising four chapters, is chiefly narrative. He was 
sent to Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Em- 
pire, situated on the River Tigris, a great distance 
from Palestine, to preach to the inhabitants of that 
city, but refusing to obey the divine command, he 
attempted to escape to Tarshish, when, during a 
storm, he was cast into the sea, and swallowed by a 
sea monster. When in this condition, he repented 
his disobedience, and was cast upon the shore, 
He was again commanded to go to Nineveh and 
he prudently obeyed. Upon his arrival he pro- 
claimed the destruction of the city, but on the 
repentance of the Ninevites, the threatened de- 
struction was postponed. The prophet complained 
at this, and was rebuked for it. 

Jonah was not pleased with the idea of going a 
missionary to the vast city of Nineveh, notorious 
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for great wickedness, therefore he had the auda- 
city of disregarding the divine command, and very 
foolishly tried to evade it. He planned to escape 
to Tarshish or Tarsus in Cilicia, Asia Minor, and 
for this purpose he went to Joppa and embarked 
on board a ship sailing for Tarshish, and paid his 
fare, but the disobedient prophet could not escape 
so easily. A furious storm arose, and the vessel 
was in danger of being wrecked. The mariners 
appealed to the gods, and cast all the cargo into 
the sea, with the object of lightening the ship. 
While in this dangerous condition, Jonah was fast 
asleep, therefore the captain came to him and said. 
"What do you, O sleeper ? Arise and call upon 
thy God, that we perish not." The sailors then 
proposed to cast lots to ascertain who was respon- 
sible for the storm, and the lot fell to Jonah, when 
they said "Tell us for what cause is this dangre? 
What is thy occupation, what thy country, and 
who are thy people." He replied, "I am a 
Hebrew and I fear the Lord God of heaven, who 
made the sea and the dry land." The seamen 
were exceedingly afraid and said " Why have you 
done this ? " for he had told them that he had fled 
from the Lord. They inquired, " What shall we 
do with you that the sea may be calm ? He said 
"cast me into the sea, and it will be calm, for I 
know it was on my account that the storm 
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threatens us." However, the men wishing to 
save him, rowed very earnestly to bring their 
vessel to land, but in vain, therefore they cried 
unto the Lord saying, " We beseech Thee let us 
not perish for this man's life^ and charge us not 
with shedding innocent blood." Then they took 
up Jonah and cast him into the sea, when it was 
immediately calmed, and the sailors feared the 
Lord, ofFered sacrifices and made vows. 

Jonah, however, was not drowned, for the Lord 
prepared a great sea monster, incorrectly called a 
whale, to swallow him, and he remained alive in 
the fish three days and nights, and while in thb 
condition, he offered a prayer, saying, "Thou hast 
cast me into the deep ; all thy billows passed over 
me, the weeds were about my head, and I am cast 
out of sight, I went to the bottom of the mountains, 
yet I will look again towards thy holy Temple I 
will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanks- 
giving. I will pay what I vowed." After this 
petition, the fish vomited Jonah upon dry land. 

Following this strange experience, Jonah was 
commissioned a second time to go to Nineveh, a 
summons he obeyed. Having entered the city, he 
proclaimed that after 40 days, Nineveh would be 
overthrown. However, the Ninevites believed his 
prophecy, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sack- 
cloth the emblem of mourning, from the greatest to 
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the least citizen. The king left his thone, laid 
aside his robe, clothed himself in sackcloth and sat 
in ashes. He issued a proclamaticn that neither 
man nor beast, herd nor fiock should eat or drink ; 
that every man should forsake his evil ways and 
do no violence. Who can say if God will not turn 
from His fierce anger, that we perish not ? 

The Lord spared the Ninevites, but Jonah was 
greatly displeased, and desired Him to take his 
life, for which he was reproved. He left the city 
and made himself a booth and sat under its 
shadow, waiting to see what would become of the 
city. The Lord caused a gourd to grow over him 
for which he was very thankful, but a worm 
devoured it and when the sun arose and the east 
wind blew, the prophet fainted and longed for 
death, when the Lord said, " Dost thou well to be 
angry for the gourd?" He replied, "I do well, 
even unto death." The Lord said, "Thou hast 
pity on the gourd which came up in a night and 
perished in a night, and should I not spare 
Nineveh, that great city in which are more than 
60,000 persons that cannot discern their right 
hand from their left, besides a large number of 
animals ?" 

The style of Jonah's writings is simple and 
clear. His prayer expresses the fervor of the pious 
soul under severe trials. The Saviour refers to 
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Jonah, and his miraculous preservation, as a type 
of His entombment. 

Micah, the seventh in order of the minor pro- 
phets, is supposed to have lived about 750 B.C. 
In bis Book he predicted the judgment of God 
against the kingdoms of Judah and Israel for their 
sins, the overthrow of Assyria and Babylon, the 
destruction of Samaria, and Jerusalem, the deliv- 
erance of the Jews from the Babylonian captivity, 
the birth of the Messiah at Bethlehem, and the 
extent of his kingdom. His style has been con- 
sidered elegant and concise, though sometimes 
obscure. His Book affords an example of har- 
mony between the Mosiac and the Christian dis- 



The prophecy contained in the fifth chapter, of 
which there are seven, is perhaps, the most im- 
portant in the Old Testament, and the most 
explicit respecting the .character of the Messiah, 
and distinguishes his human from his divine 
nature. The prophet begins his message by call- 
ing the attention of the people in the following 
appeal, " Hear, ye people, barken O earth, and 
the Lord God shall be a witness against yoa He 
will descend, and Jlje mountains shall melt, the 
valleys shall be like wax in the fire, and as the 
waters flowing down a steep place." These 
similies are very expressive. He then says, "I 
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will make Samaria as a heap in the field, and will 
throw down the stonei of the structures into the 
valley and all the idols shall be burned, therefore, 
J wil Lbow l in nakedness and wail like a dragon 
and mourn like owls, for her wound is incurable 
which has come upon Judah. Declare it not in 
Gath, weep and fall in the dust, O thou inhabit- 
ants of Lachish. Fasten the chariot to the swift 
beasts, and make thyself bald." The prophet 
denounces a woe upon oppressors, and says 
"Woe to them that devise iniquity and work evil 
upon their beds, and when morning comes they 
follow their wicked designs. They covet fields and 
take them by violence, and take houses from the 
owners. "In that day" saith the Lord, "Iwill 
utter a parable against you, and with sore lamen- 
tations ye shall say, We be utterly spoiled," 

The restoration of Israel is promised and judg. 
ments predicted against the princes, false pro- 
phets, and upon Zion. The prophet uses several 
very expressive figures as Zion shall be plowed as a 
field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps ; the 
mountains of the House of the Lord as high places 
of the forest, but in the last days, the House of 
the Lord shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, exalted above the hills and the people 
shall flow unto it, and many nations shall come 
and say, " Let us go up to the mountains of the 
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Ix>rd to the House of the God of Jacob, and He 
will teach us His ways, and we will walk in His 
paths, ahd He shall judge the people. They shall 
beat their swords into ploughsharesi and their 
spears into pruning.hooks. Nation shall not lift 
up the sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. They shall sit every man 
under his vine and fig tree, and none shall make 
them afraid. In that day I will gather those that 
are driven out and afflicted and her that was cast 
ofF as a strange nation, and the Lord shall reign 
over them on Mount Zion, forever. Arise, O 
daughter of Zion ; I will make thy horn iron, thy 
hoofs brass, and thou shalt beat in pieces many 
people." 

Micah is explicit in designating the birth place of 
Messiah, He says, " Thou Bethlehem, Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah 
yet out of thee shall He come forth. He that is to 
be ruler of Israel, whose goings forth have been 
from everlasting," The prophet then speaks of His 
kingdom and conquests, and that He should be great 
to the ends of the earth. The remnant of Jacob 
should be as the dew and showers upon grass, and 
as a lion among the beasts of the forest, and a young 
lion among the flocks of sheep, and all their enem- 
ies shall be cut off. It shall come to pass that I 
will destroy all thy cities, overthrow thy strong 
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holds, and there shall be no more witchcraft, sooth- 
sayers, or graven images. Pull up the groves, and 
thou shalt no more worship the work of thy hands, 
and I will execute vengeance upon the heathen 
such as they have not heard. 

The prophet proclaims the controversy of the 
Lord with his people for their ingratitude, ignor- 
ance, injustice and idolatry. He says, "Arise, 
contend before the mountains, let the hills hear 
thy voice, Hear O mountains, and ye strong found- 
ations of the earth, O my people, what have I done 
unto thee, Testify against Me, I brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, and sent thee Moses, Aaron 
and Miriam, Remember what Balak a King of 
Moab, and Balaam son of Beor, said. How shall 
I come before the Lord, Shall it be with burnt 
offerings ? Shall I give my first bom for the sin of 
my soul? O man, what doth the Lord require of thee 
but to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
thy God," 

Micah laments the general corruption of his time. 
He says, "The good man has perished and no one 
is upright. They all lie in wait for blood, and hunt 
every man his brother with a net The best of 
them is like a brier and sharper than a thorn hedge. 
Trust not a friend, put no confidence in a guide. 
The son dishonoreth his father, and the daughter 
riseth against her mother, and a man's enemies are 
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those of his own hous^ but I will look unto the 
Lord for he will hear me, Rejoice not, O my enemy 
when I fell, for I shall arise, nor when I sit in 
darkness for the I-ord shall be my light, He will 
plead my cause though I have sinned, and He will 
bury me to behold His righteousness, and then my 
enemy shall see it and be ashamed." 

In a prayer the prophet pleads for his people 
that they may be fed and that their enemies may 
be confounded, and says, "Who is a God like Thee 
who pardons iniquity and overlooks transgressions, 
and delighteth in mercy," 

Nahura the prophet is supposed to have been a 
native of a village in Galilee, He belonged to the 
tribe of Simeon, but it is not certain at what period 
he lived. It is generally believed that he prophe- 
sied between the Assyrian and Babylonian captivi- 
ties, or about 715 B. C 

His prophecies relate solely to the destruction of 
Nineveh by the Babylonians and Medes, Nahum is 
said to surpass all the minor prophets in sublimity, 
ardor and boldness. His prophecy forms an entire 
and regular poem, his exordium is called magnifi- 
cent. The destruction of Nineveh, and the descript- 
ion of that event, are expressed in the most glow- 
ing colors, and according to his critics, the prophet 
writes with perfect clearness and eloquence, calcu- 
lated to excite the highest admiration. 
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■ He introduces his subject by stating the majesty 
and goodness of God to His friends and His sever- 
ity to His enemies. He says, "The Lord rules in 
the whirlwind and storm and the clouds are the 
dust of His feet. He rebukes the sea and maizes 
it dry. He also dries up all the rivers, Bashan, 
Carmel, and the flowers of Lebanon languish, the 
mountains quake and the hills melt. The earth 
and all that dwell therein are burned up by His 
presence," The prophet then inquires, " Who can 
stand before His indignation ? His fury drenched 
as it were in their drink, they shall be utterly de- 
stroyed as dry stubble. Out of the house of thy 
gods, will I cut off the graven image. I will make 
thy grave, for thou art vile, yet the Lord is good, a 
stronghold in the day of trouble, and he knoweth 
them that put their trust in him. His fury is pour- 
ed out like fire, the rocks are thrown down by Him. 
With a great flood He will utterly destroy the 
place and darkness shall pursue His enemies. 

"What do ye imagine against the Lord. He will 
make a full end, and though they will be like 
tangled thorns, and though immersed as it were in 
their drink, they shall utterly be destroyed as dry 
stubble. Out of :the house of thy gods, will I 
cut off the graven image, I will make thy grave for 
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thou art vile, yet the Lord Is good, a stronghold in 
the day of trouble fuid He knoweth tJigm that put 
their trust in Him." 

The prophet then describes the armies that 
march against Nineveh, He says, " The shield of 
the mighty men is red, the valiant ones are scarlet, 
the chaiiots bear flaming torches in the day of his 
preparation, and the fir tree shall be terribly shaken. 
Mantelett (or shield for the protection of men in an 
attack upon a fortress), is prepared, and they make 
haste for the wall. Huzzub shall be led away 
captive, she shall be led by her maids as with 
the vocie of doves. Nineveh is like a pool of 
water, yet the people shall flee away. They shall 
cry stand, stand, yet none shall look back. Take 
the spoil of silver, and gold for there is no end of 
the store, or of beautiful furniture, Nineveh is 
empty, void and waste. She causes the heart to 
melt, the knees to smite together, and the face to 
become dark. Where is the den of the lions, where 
the old lion fed her yoimg. The sword shall devour 
the young lions. 

" Woe to the bloody city," It is full of lies and 
robbery. There is the noise of the whip, the roll- 
ing of the wheel, the prancing of horses and the 
rumbling of chariots. The horsemen wield the 
sword and spear, and there is a multitude of slain, 
so that there is no end of corpses, and the people 
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stumMe upon them, and the children are dashed in 
pieces, and all the great men are bound in chains. 
They &haU hide, and all thy strongholds shall be 
shaken. Behold, the people are like women for fear, 
and the gates shall be set wide open for tbeir 
enemies, and fire shall devour the beams thereof. 
Draw water for the seige, fortify thy strongholds, 
make day and bum brick for thy forts. Fire shall 
devour thee, the sound of thee shall cause all who 
Bear it, to clap their hands for who doth not know 
thy wickedness." 

At the time of Jtmah about 840 B.C. Nineveh 
was an exceedingly great city, situated on the east- 
em side of the River Tigris, and was the capital 
of the powerful Assyrian Empire ; it contained a 
population of more than 600,000 and was more 
than 55 miles in circumference, and contained 
large gardens and other open spaces, within its 
walls. The city was entirely destroyed when cap- 
tured by the Medes and Babylcmians, about 606 
B.C. Sardanapolis, the last king, when he saw 
there was no hope of deliverance, burned his wives, 
servants and treasures, and then burned himself, 
A great inundation destroyed a part of the city as 
was predicted. 

The prophet Zephaniah said, "The Lord will de- 
stroy Assyria and make Nineveh a desolation, and 
dry like a wilderness. Flocks shall lie down in 
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the midst of her and also the beasts of the nations. 
The cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the 
upper lintels, their river shall sing in the windows, 
and desolation shall be on the threshold. This is 
the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly and said in 
her heart, " I am and there is none beside me." 
How is she become a desolation, a place for beasts 
to lie down in. Every one that passes by her 
shall hiss and wag his head." 

The complete ruin of so large, strong and mag- 
nificent a city, with its seemingly impregnable walls 
and towers is surprising. It was destroyed partly 
by water and partly by fire during the seige, and 
one of the most distinguished cities of antiquity, is 
left without a vestige of its splendor or wealth, as 
was predicted. 

What sadder spectacle than a country, once the 
home of powerful nation, with its magnificent 
cities and vast population, becoming a barren 
desert, the home of wild beasts, yet such a scene, 
many once flourishing countries and cities, now 
present 

During the Roman Empire, a city called Nineveh 
was constructed near the ruins of the ancient city. 
Mounds have been discovered by modem explorers 
containing the remains of great palaces on the walls 
of which, the scenes of Assyrian life and the records 
of Assyrian conquests are represented. 
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Habakkuk belonged to the tribe of Simeon, and 
is supposed to have prophecied about 605 B.C. and 
to have been alive at the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon. 
It is believed the prophet died in Judea. His 
principal messages from heaven referred to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, the captivity of the Jews, 
their deliverance, and the total ruin of Babylon. 
He confirms the promise of the Messiah and the 
certainty of God's promises. The concluding 
prayer or rather hymn recounts the wonders God 
wrought for His people when He led them from 
Egypt to Canaan, and expresses perfect confidence 
in the fulfilment of His promises. The style is 
highly poetical and the hymn in the third chapter 
is, perhaps, unrivalled for sublimity, simplicity and 
power. 

The prophet complains of the violence done in 
the land, and says, "O Lord, how long shall I cry 
to Thee, and Thou wilt not hear. Why dost thou 
cause me to witness the violence and strife. The 
land is not safe, the wicked surround the righteous, 
therefore wrong judgments are given." " I will 
perform a work ye will not believe," saith the Lord, 
" though it be told you. I will raise up the Chal- 
deans, that bitter and hasty nation which shall 
march through the land and possess the dwelling- 
places that are not theirs," 
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They are terrible, their horses are swifter than 
leopards, and more fierce than volves. Their 
horsemen shall come from afar, they shall fly as 
eagles, they shall come for violence and shall gather 
captives as the sand. They shall scoff at kings 
and princes, and shall divide every strong hold 
which they shall capture, and ascribe their victory 
to their gods." 

Nevertheless, the prophet has confidence in God 
and says, " Art not thou from everlasting, O Lord 
my God, and my Holy One, We shall not die. Thou 
art of purer eyes, than to behold evil. Why art 
Thou silent when the wicked devour those more 
righteous than they. Why treat men as fishes and 
creeping things, and catch them in their nets and 
drags and then rejoice. Shall they not refrain from 
slaying nations ?" 

The prophet stood watching upon the tower to 
hear what the Lord would say, and learn what an- 
swer to give. While in this attitude, the command 
came, " Write the vision and make it plain, upon 
tables, that he may run that reads it. The vision 
is for an appointed time, but it shall come to pass 
in the end. The proud is not upright, but the just 
shall live by faitK He that transgresses by wine 
forsakes his home, his desire is enlarged as hell and 
cannot be satisfied, he gathereth all nations about 
him. Shall not they taunt him saying, " Woe to 
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turn that increases what is not his own, Will they 
not rise up suddenly and bite and vex thee ? Be- 
cause thou hast spoiled many nations, those that 
remain shall spoil thee. Woe to the covetous, the 
stone shall cry to the wall and the beam shall answer 
it. Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, 
and a city with iniquity, the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glwy of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. Woe to him that giveth his 
neighbor drink and maketh him drunken." 

The prophet denounces idolatries, and offers a 
prayer asking the Lord to revise His work and in 
wrath to remember mercy. God's majesty is ex- 
pressed in the following language, "God came from 
Teman, and the Holy One from Paran, His glory 
covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His 
praise. His brightness was as the light, and before 
Him went the pestilence, and burning coals went 
forth at His feet. He measured the earth and 
drove the nations asunder. The everlasting moun- 
tains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow. 
Was the Lord displeased against the rivers, and 
was Thy wrath against the sea, that Thou didst ride 
upon Thy horses and in Thy chariots of Salvation. 
Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers, the moun- 
tains saw Thee and trembled, the deep uttered His 
voice and lifted up His hands on high. The sun 
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and moon stood still, at the light of Thine arrows 
they went, and at the shining of the glittering 
spear. 

Thou didst march through the land and thrash 
the heathen in anger. Thou didst go forth for the 
salvation of Thy people, and didst wound the head 
of the house of the wicked. Thou didst strike 
with stones the head of his villages, they come out 
as a wirlwind. Thou didst walk through the sea 
with Thy horses. When I heard I trembled, and 
my lips quivered. When he comes to the people 
will it be with troops ? 

Though the fig tree shall not blossom, neither the 
fruit he on the vines, though the olive shall fail, the 
fields yield no food, the flocks be cut off from the 
field, and there be no herd in the stall, yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, the God of my salvation. The 
Lord God is my sirength, He will make my feet 
like hinds' feet, and will make me walk upon high 
places," 
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ZeFHAKIAH HaGGAI ZSCHAKIAH — MALACHL 

The prophet Zephaniah was, probably, of a 
noble family belonging to the tribe of Simeon, and 
prophesied in the reign of Josiah, Kiog of Judah, 
about 630 B.C. He denounces judgment against 
the idolatry and other sins of his countrymen and 
exhorts them to repent. He predicts the punish- 
ment of the Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, and 
Ethiopians, and fortells the destruction of Nineveh. 
He denounces the corruptions of Jerusalem, but 
promises future blessings and the recall of his 
nation from their dispersion. 

His style is poetical, and generally animated 
and impressive, though not distinguished for spec- 
ial elegance or beauty. His message from the 
Ixjrd included threatenings against Judah and 
Jerusalem, in which both man and beast, the fowls 
of heaven and the fish of the sea, would be 
destroyed, together with the worshippers of Baal 
and the host of heaven, and all those who have 
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forsaken the Lord including the princes and 
the wealthy. Then shall be great mourning, 
for men of business shall be cut off, Jerusalem 
shall be searched as with candles, and the goods 
of merchants shall become a booty and their 
houses desolated. They shall build houses but 
not inhabit them, and plant vineyards but not 
drink of the wine thereof. The great day of the 
Lord is near when the mighty shall cry bitterly ; 
a day of wrath, trouble, and distress, of desolation, 
and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet of alarm 
against walled cities, and their high towers. The 
men shall walk as if blind, and their blood shall be 
poured out as dust, and their flesh will be treated 
with contempt Neither their silver nor gold shall 
deliver them, and the whole land shall be con- 
sumed by fire of jealousy." 

After these fearful predictions, the prophet 
exhorts them to repent before the decree is 
enacted and before God's anger comes upon them. 
He says, " Seek the Lord and it may be ye shall 
be hid in the day of vengeance." After denorni' 
cing the sins of his conntrymen, he turns to the 
heathen nations and declares the cities of Gaza, 
Ashkelon, Ashdod, and Ekron shall be destroyed. 
"O land of the Philistines, I will destroy thee, 
and the sea^coast shall be the dwelling places of 
shepherds and their flocks, but for Judah, the 
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Lord will visit them and turn away their captivity, 
but Moab and Ammon shall be as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, a place for nettles and salt pits, because 
they reproached my people, who shall possess 
them. The Lord shall destroy all the gods of the 
earth, and men shall worship Him, even all the 
isles of the heathen. 

The Ethiopians, Assyrians, and especially the 
Ninevites were threatened with destruction. The 
prophet agam rebukes Jerusalem for her sins, call- 
ing her the oppressing city and compares her 
princes to roaring lions, her judges to wolves, 
calls her prophets treacherous, and accuses her 
priests of polluting the sanctuary and violating the 
law. 

The Lord says, " I have cut off nations, the 
streets of their cities are laid waste, and their for- 
tresses are a desolation, and there are none to 
inhabit them. Israel is encouraged to wait on 
God for He will punish the heathen kingdoms, but 
for those who fear Him, blessings will be granted- 
The remnant of Israel shall feed and lie down, and 
no one shall make them afmid. Sing, O daughter 
of Zion ; shout, O Israel ; for the Lord hath cast 
out thine enemy ; the Lord is in thy midst and 
thou shall see evil no more. I will make you a 
name and praise among the people of the earth, 
saith the Lord. I will cut off the remnant of 



,11 by Google 



2o6 FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

Baal and those that worship the host of heaven, 
and them who have forsaken the Lord." 

Nevertheless, the prophet threatens Judah and 
Jerusalem with judgment for their sins, saying " I 
will utterly consume all things both man and 
beast." He then specifies the fowls of heaven, 
and fishes of the sea. " Hold thy peace, for the 
day of the Lord is at hand. He hath prepared a 
sacrifice and invited His guests. " I will punish 
the princes and all who are clothed in strange ap- 
parel, and all who fill their master's houses with 
silence and dread." 

The prophet, after rebuking his countrymen for 
their sins, has an encouraging message for the 
remnant who were faithful, and says, " Sing, O 
daughter of Zion ; Shout, O Israel ; Rejoice, O 
daughter of Jerusalem ; for the Lord hath cast 
out thine enemy. The King of Israel, even the 
Lord, is in thy midst ; thou shalt see evil no more, 
I will make you a name and a praise among all the 
people of the earth, and will bring back your 
captivity." 

Haggai the tenth of the minor prophets was, 
probably, bom at Babylon during the captivity of 
the Jews, and accompanied Zenibbabel to Judea. 
When the captives returned to their native land, 
they b^an to rebuild the Temple, but in the 14th 
year after they commenced the work, it was sus- 
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pendedjfor some reason not justifiable, when Hag- 
gai exhorted Zerubbabel, who belonged to the 
royal bouse of David, and Joshua the High Priest, 
to resume the work on the Temple, therefore in 
the i€tb year after the return from Babylon, and 
during the 2nd year of the reign of Darius, the 
Mede, one of the conquerors of the Chaldeans, the 
work was resumed, but when finished it did not 
give satisfaction to some who had seen the first 
Temple. 

The Lord commanded the prophet to say to the 
people that if those who had known the Temple of 
Solomon, considered the second house less beauti- 
ful than the first, not to be discouraged, because 
the latter would be more illustrious on account of 
the presence of the Messiah, The prophet re- 
proves the people for neglecting to build the 
Lord's House, and addressed them in the follow- 
ing manner. " Is it a time for you to dwell in 
your ceiled houses, and allow this House to lie 
waste ? Consider your ways ; you have many 
blessings. Go to the mountains, get wood and 
build the House, and I will take pleasure in it," 
saith the Lord, The people obeyed the Divine 
command and resumed the work so that in the 
6th month of the 2nd year of Darius, the Temple 
was completed. The glory of this House ex- 
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ceeded that (rf the first, from the fact that it was 
the one honored by the presence of the Saviour. 

Haggai had another revelation of fearful im- 
port, which was, "Speak to the governor of 
Judah, saying " I will overthrow the kingdoms of 
the heathen ; their horses and riders shall fall by 
the sword of his brother. I will make thee, O 
Zerubbabel my servant, as a signet." 

His prophetical Book contains only two chap- 
ters, and are largely historical, with few rhetorical 
figures. 

Zechariah prophesied during the captivity, in the 
reign of Darius the Mede, 520 B.C. He returned 
from Babylon with Zerubbabel, and with him en- 
couraged the people to resume work on the 
Temple, which had been interrupted for some 
time. 

He begins his prophecies by exhorting the 
people to return to the Lord, and foretells the 
coming of Christ, who would be poor, and ride 
upon ui ass. He also refers to the war of the 
Jews with the Romans, and also to the 30 pieces 
of silver given to Judas for betraying his Master. 

The Book of Zechariah is the longest, and said 
to be the most obscure, of those of the minor proph- 
ets, but his predictions concerning the Messiah 
are more particular than those of some others. 
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There is a difference of opinion about the author 
of some chapters, whether they were not written 
by Jeremiah. 

During the night, the prophet saw a man riding 
a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees, 
while behind him were red, speckled, and white 
horses. The prophet asked, " O my Lord, what 
are these ?" The angel who talked with me said, 
'■ I will show thee," when the men among the 
myrtle trees replied, "These are they whom the 
Lord hath sent to walk to and fro through the 
earth," They answered the angel saying, "We have 
walked through the earth and behold, everything 
is still and at rest." The angel said, "O Lord, 
how long before Thou wilt have mercy on Jerusa- 
lem and the cities of Judah, against which Thou 
hast had indignation 70 years ? " An answer of 
comfort came when the angel replied, "Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts. I am jealous for Jeru- 
salem, and greatly displeased with the heathen. I 
will return to Jerusalem and my House shall be 
built and my cities shall be established abroad." 

The prophet, upon raising his eyes, saw four 
horns, when he inquired what they represented, 
and the reply was, " These are the horns that have 
scattered Judah out of Jerusalem." 

Then he was shown four carpenters, and told 
that they came to cast out the horns of the Gentiles 
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from the land of Judah. The prophet then saw a 
man with a measuring linei an4 be inquired what 
the man intended to do. The reply was, "To 
measwe Jerusalem." The angel who talked with 
the prophet, m^ another angel who said, "Hasten 
and say to the prophet, that Jerusalem shall be as 
towns without walls for the multitude that inhabit 
it I will be a wall of fire about her and the glory 
in the midst of her, He fled from the land of the 
north, for I have spread you abroad as the four 
winds of heaven. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that 
dwellest with the daughters of Babylon. He that 
touches you touches the apple of his eye. 

The prophet saw Joshua the High Priest, stand- 
ing before the angel of the Lord and Satan on his 
right hand to resist him, The Lord said to Satan, 
«• The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the Lord 
who hath chosen Jerusalem, that is a brand plucked 
out of the fire," Joshua was clothed in soiled gar- 
ments when standing before the angel, who com- 
manded his garments to be removed, and a change 
of raiment given him, and a mitre placed upon his 
head, when the angel said, " If thou wilt walk in 
my ways and keep my courts, I will bring forth my 
servant the Branch, " saith the Lord, " A stone I 
lay before Joshua, engraved with seven eyes. In 
that day ye shall call every man his neighbor." 
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The prophet, in his next vision, was shown the 
golden candelstick and two olive trees, ^ith their 
explanation. 

His next vision was the flying roll and the ephah, 
an d their explanation. Following these came the vis- 
ion of the four chariots from between two mountains 
of brass. The first chariot was drawn by red horses 
the second by black, the third by white horses, and 
the fourth by grizzled and bay horses. What is the 
meaning of these inquired the prophet, "They are 
the fourspirits of the heavens," replied the angel, 
" The black and the white horses go to the north 
country, the grizzled to the south, and the bay to 
and fro through the earth." 

The prophet was told to take three captives who 
had returned from Babylon, go to the house of 
Jofiiah and obtain silver and gold for crowns to be 
placed upon the head of Joshua the H igh Priest, and 
say to him, thus saith the Lord, " Behold the man 
whose name is the Branch, He shall grow up and 
shall build the Temple of the Lord." 

In the fourth year of Darius, the word of the 
Lord came to Zechariah saying, "Oppress not the 
widow and the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor. 

Let no one imagine evil against his brother," 
but they refused to listen and made their heads ada- 
mant, therefore the Lord said, " I will scatter them 
with a whirlwind among all nations, and the land 
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shall be desolate. I was jealous for Zion, I wOl 
dwell in Jerusalem and it shall be called a city of 
truth and the holy mountain, Old people shall dwell 
in the streets and every man with a staff in his 
hand and the streets shall be full of boys and girls 
play." 

Many promises of future blessings were given to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and they were encour- 
uged to build the Lord's House. "These are the 
things ye must do. Speak the truth, execute judg- 
ment, live in peace, think not evil against yoiu- 
neighbor, and take no false oath, then shall the 
^ts be occasions of joy and gladness, and the 
people will pray and seek the Lord. Many nations 
shall come to Jerusalem to worship the Lord and 
shall hold the skirts of a Jew, saying, " We will go 
with you for we haveheardthat God is with yoa" 

Judgments were pronounced against some 
nations and cities, as Damascus, Tyre, Sidon, Gaza, 
Ekron, and Ashdod. The prophet says, " Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion, Shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem, Behold the king cometh unto thee lowly 
and riding upon an ass, and a colt, the foal of an 
ass. His dominion shall be from sea to sea." 

After pronoimcing these blessings, the prophd: 
changes his theme and denounces the Jewish nation 
for their sins, by expressive figures. He says, 
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" Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that fire may devour 
thy cedars, Howl, fir trees, for the cedar is fallen. 
Howl, O ye oaks of Bashan. 

There is a voice howling among the shepherds 
for their glory is spoiled, there is a voice of roaring 
among young lions for the pride of Jordan is spoiled. 
I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, 
I will deliver every man unto his neighbor and his 
king, and they shall smite the land, and I will make 
the governors of Judah like a heath of fire among 
wood and they ^shall consume all about them 
on the right and left. Jerusalem shall be inhabited 
again, and I will destroy all nations that come 
against her, for she shall make supplication to God 
and mourn as for an only son. Then shall a foun- 
tain be opened for the house of David and the 
people of Jenisalem, for sin and uncleanness, and 
I will remove the idols from the land and all false 
prophets, "Awake, O sword, against my Shep- 
herd," saith the Lord," and the sheep shall be 
scattered, but those that remain shall pass through 
the fire and be refined as silver and gold, when 
they shall say, "The Lord is my God." 

The prophet declares that all nations shall be 
gathered against Jerusalem to battle, when the 
houses shall be rifled, the women "assaulted, and half 
of the inhabitants shall be taken captives, and the 
remainder excluded from the city, but the Lord 
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will fight against their enemies, and His feet shall 
stand bn the Mount of Olives The day shall be 
neither light nor dark, but the evening shall be 
lights and Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited; The 
Lord shall smite her enemies with a loss of flesh, 
of sight, and speech, and then shall be a great 
tumult among them, and the remnant of the nations 
shall turn unto the Lord. 

The Lord my God shall come and all the saints 
with Him, In that day there shall be upon the 
bells of the horses, " Holiness unto the Lord," 
The hook of Zechariah contains a large number of 
beautiful and sublime figures of speech, of which 
the following are specimens, 

Man on a red horse. Speckled and white horses, 
Men among the myrtle trees, Four horns, Four 
carpenters, Man with a measuring Line^ Apple of 
the eye, Brand plucked from the fire. The Branch, 
Stone with seven eyes, Gold canldestick, Seven 
lamps, Olive trees, Plummet, Eyes of the Lord run- 
ning to and fro, Flying roll, a women with wings of 
a stork, Mountains of brass. Hearts of adamant. 
Scatter with a whirlwind, Ends of the earth and 
others. 

The prophet took two stones, one of which he 
called Beauty, and the other Bonds. He cut Beauty 
asunder, to signify that the covenant with the 
people was broken, and then he cut the staff called 
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Bond to represent that the brotherhood between 
Judah and Israel was broken. He pronounced a 
woe upon the worshipper of idols, Jcnisaletti ig 
represented as a cup of trembling, a burdensome 
stone, 

Malachi was the last of the twelve minor proph- 
ets, but it is doubted by some writers whether his 
name is that of a person, or one signifying a 
prophet, a messenger, or an angel of the Lord, 
while others believe he was the same as Ezra. He 
prophesied at the time of Nehemiah and Zecha- 
riah, a period of great disasters in Judah. He 
accuses the priests and people of living wicked 
lives, and pronounces judgment upon them. He 
lived about 400 years before the advent of the 
Messiah, yet predicted His coming, and also that 
of John the Baptist, His forerummer, under the 
title of Elias or Elijah. Speaking of Judah, the 
prophet says, " He married the daughter of a 
strange god," and accuses him of hypocracy, when 
he prayed and wept at the altar. He says, '■Will 
a man rob God ? Yet he hath robbed Mc," 
saith the Lord, "in tithes and offerings, though I 
will open the windows of heaven and pour you out 
a blessing." By another figure he says, "The law 
of truth is in his mouth, and iniquity was not 
found in His life. He walked with me in peace 
and equity, and turned many from iniquity." 
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Again He says, "I will send my messenger and 
he shall prepare the way before Me and the Lord 
whom ye seek shall come to His Temple, and who 
may abide the day of His coming, and who shall 
stand when He appeareth ? He shall be like a re- 
finer's fire, and like fuller's soap ; and shall sit as 
a refiner and purifier of gold and silver. I will 
come to judgment and be a swift witness against 
all sinners. Return unto Me, and I will return 
unto you. Will a poan rob God ? But ye say. 
Wherein have we robbed Thee?" In tithes 
and offerings. "Bring all your tithes into 
the storehouse and prove Me," saith the Lord, 
"if I will not open the windows of heaven and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room to contain it." 

Then they that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another. The Lord hearkened, and a book of 
remembrance was written for them that feared the 
Lord, and thought upon His name. 

The day cometh that shall burn as an oven, and 
all the proud and those that do wickedly shall be 
burned up as stubble, that shall leave neither rod 
nor branch, but unto you that fear My name shall 
the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in 
His wings, and ye shall grow up as calves in the 
stall. Ye shall tread down the wicked and they 
shall be as ashes under your feet. Behold, I wjU 
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send Elijah, the prophet, before that dreadful day 
of the Lord, and he shall turn the Jheart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the child- 
ren to the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse. 

The Book of Malachi closes the Old Testament 
Scriptures, so abundant in rhetorical figures, but 
the same' methods of illustrations were used by 
the authors of the New Testament, and perhaps 
no writer used them more frequently and appopri- 
ately than the Saviour in His teachiugs. He made 
very frequent use of the parable to illustrate his 
subjects. 

The Sacred Scriptures employ cities and nations 
to illustrate moral and religious truths. For ex- 
ample, Babylon, Elam or Persia, Media, Egypt, 
Tyre, Moab and Ammon, and some others, which 
are personified, Babylon especially, both by the 
Old and the New testament writers. Some other 
of the Old Testament writers besides those desig- 
nated, employed figures of speech. For example, 
Moses in his last song says, "Give ear, O ye 
heavens. Hear, O Earth, the words of my mouth. 
My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech dis- 
til as the dew, God is my rock. As an eagle stir- 
reth up her nest, and spreadeth her wings be- 
neath her young, so the Lord alone did lead 
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him." A waste howling wilderness. Shall we 
chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to 
flight ? Vine of Sodom, Grapes of gall. Whet the 
glittering sword. Thh Lord come from SinaL 
Dan is a Lion's whelp, etc. 
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Babylon — Tyre — Moab — Ahhon. 

The remarkable city of Babylon, situated on 
both sides of the River Euphrates, *as founded 
by the early descendants of Koah, and was en- 
larged and beautified by Nimrod, the grandson of 
Noah, 2000 B. C. It was rebuilt by Queeh Semi- 
ramis 1 200 B. C, and was strengthened and im- 
proved by several successive soverigns, until it be- 
come one of the wonders of the world. It cov- 
ered a square of 480 furlongs, and each of the 
four sides had 2 5 gates of solid brass, and at each - 
comer of the quadrangle was a strong tower ten 
feet high, [besides other towers. There were 50 
streets each 15 miles long, and 150 feet in width, 
crossing one another at right angles. Gardens, 
pleasure grounds, etc., were enclosed within the 
walls, which were 87 feet broad and 350 feet in 
height. These walls were surrounded by an im- 
mense ditch always filled with water, thus serving 
as a defense. The inhabitants Could easfly pass 
from one part of the city to another in boats. 
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There was also a remarkable bridge over the river, 
one furlong in length, and 30 feet in breadth, with 
a magnificent palace at. each end. 

Two canals were made some distance from the 
city, to prevent any disaster from the overflow of 
the Euphrates. 

The most remarkable structure was the Hang- 
ing Gardens, built by Nebabchadnezzar, but they 
are not mentioned in the Scriptures, which, how- 
ever, refer to the willows on the banks of the 
river, and Isaiah speaks of the valley of willows. 
In the 137 Fsalm it is said, " We hanged our harps 
on the willows in the midst thereof," etc. Was 
there ever a more pathetic dirge than that of the 
Hebrew captives on the banks of the Euphrates. 
They said, " By the rivers of Babylon there we 
sat down, yea, we wept when we remembered 
Zion. We hanged our harps upon the willows in 
the midst thereof, for they that carried us away 
captive required of us a song, and they that wasted 
us required of us mirth, saying, ' Sing us one of 
the songs of Zion.' How shall we sing the Lord's 
song in a strange land ? If I forget the^ O Jeru- 
salem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I 
do not remember thee let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
my chief joy." 
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How inexpressibly sad the condition of a nation 
in captivity. The feeling of attachment to one's 
country is so strong and tender, that no language 
can fully express it. What then must have been 
the emotions of this captive people in a heathen 
country, with its numerous idols, and their costly 
temples. That of Belus, their favorite god, was a 
remarkable structure, comprising 8 towers, 75 feet 
high, placed one above another, with a gold image 
40 feet in height. Besides this statue there were 
numerous other images. Jeremiah says, " Babylon 
is the land of graven images, and they are 
mad upon idols. It has been a golden cup in the 
Lord's hand that made the earth drunken." The 
Chaldeans were a warlike nation, ferocious and in- 
human, especially in their treatment of the Jews, 
Idolatry had its origin in Babylon, and thence 
spread among other nations. The prophecies about 
Babylon are numerous and very explicit, and have 
been literally fulfilled, as the discoveries of modem 
explorers prove. Since it was the first of idola- 
trous cities, it is an expressive emblem of enor- 
mous guilt, Babylon the Great is used as a iig- 
ure of speech in Revelations for the anti-christian 
diurch. 

The downfall of Babylon was predicted by sev- 
eral prophets. In Isaiah it is said that in her 
heart she claimed " I am queen of nations and my 



,11 i,v Google 



232 FIGURES OF SPEECH. 

reign is for ever. I am, and there is none else be- 
side me." Her pride and luxury, her cruelty to 
the Jeirs during their captivity at Babylon and 
the fearful impiety of her rulers caused her over- 
throw. She had been the instrumwit to punish 
guilty nations, but the time was approaching when 
she would be chastised. The prophet Isaiah fore- 
told her doom more than lOO years before its ac- 
complishment, named the prince who would fulfil 
the prophecy, before he was bom, and described the 
minute circumstances relating to the siege and cap- 
ture of the city. He composed an ode on the occa- 
sion which, it has been said, is for elegance, sub- 
limity, beauty, and force, unrivalled. He begins, 
" How hath the oppressor ceased ; the golden 
city ceased. Jehovah hath broken the rod of the 
wicked, the sceptre of the rulers. He who smote 
the people in wrath with a continual stroke, he 
that ruled the nations in vengeance is persecuted 
and none hindereth. The oppressed kingdoms 
and their rulers doioted by the fir trees and cedars 
of Lebanon, are represented as shouting with joy 
and the inhabitants of the earth triumphing ovei' 
the fall of the tyrant. 

The scene changes and the regions of the dead 
are opened, and Hades arouses the shades of the 
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departed monarchs to meet the king of Babylon 
and insults him for being reduced to the same 
humble condition as themselves. 

This has been considered the boldest figure ever 
used in poptical composition. These shades ex- 
claim, " Art thou become weat as we ? Is thy spirit 
brought down to the grave ? Is the vermin become 
thy couch and the earthworm thy covering ?" The 
The Jews then sing a funeral dirge over the tyrant 
as follows, " How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning ? How art thou cut 
oflE from the earth, tbou who didst subdue nations ? 
Thou hast said in thy heart, I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God, I will be like the Most High, yet thou art 
brought down to the mansions of the dead and to 
ihe sides of the pit." 

Strangers are next introduced who discover the 
corpse of the king of Babylon, cast it out among 
the slain and reproached him for his ambition, 
which brought him to such an end, and denounces 
vengeance upon his posterity. They say, " Is this 
the man who oade the earth trembly that shook 
kingdom^i destroyed pities and made the world a 
wilderness- All the kings of the nations lie in 
glofy, b)it thQu art cast out of thy graven like a 
carcass trodden underfoot." 
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The Lord is then introduced denouncing Baby- 
lon, its total desolation from age to age. "I wOl 
rise against them," saith the Lord, "and cast off 
the name and remnant, and it shall become a heap 
of ruins, a dwelling place for dragons, an aston- 
ishmait and hissing. Babylon, the glory of king- 
doms, the beauty of the Cbaldees' excellency, 
shall be as Sodom and Gomorrhh. It shall never 
be inhabited. The Arabian shall not pitch his 
tent, nor the shepherds make their fold there. The 
wild beasts of the desert shall lurk in its ruins, 
and the houses shall be full of doleful creatures ; 
owls shall dwdl there and satyrs dance I will 
make it a possession for the bittern and pools of 
water. I will sweep it with the broom of destruc- 
tion." 

The prediction of the prophet has been literally 
fulfilled. It was captured by Cyrus, the Persian, 
540 B. C, and Belshazsar, the king, was slain. 
Alexander the Great attempted to rebuild it, and 
restore its magnificence, but his death put an end 
to the undertaking. The city declined and suf- 
fered from various powers. At the close of the 
13th century only a few remains of Nebbuchad- 
nezzar's palace were left, but so full of serpents 
and other venomous reptOes that it was danger- 
ous to inspect them. 
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There b something extremely melancholly in the 
ruin of a great city, thoiigh such a misfortune may 
have been the result of its wickedness, yet a very 
large number of magnificent cities of ancient 
times have been utterly destroyed. The idea is 
suggested will modem cities share the same fate ? 

One figure of speech consists in attributing life 
and mental powers to inanimate objects, and also 
human feelings and purposes, as well as sex. 
The sacred writers have given many forcible illus- 
trations of this figure, especially in the history of 
nations. Tyrus or Tyre affords a remarkable ex- 
ample, since it has a wonderful history, which is 
briefly as follows. 

Tyrus, one of the greatest and most celebrated 
cities of the ancient world, was on the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea, bordering Phoenicia. It was a 
colony of the Sidonians, therefore is called in the 
Scriptures, "The daughter of the Sidonians," but 
it gradually surpassed the mother city and became 
the chief market of all Phcenicia, known for its ex- 
tensive commerce, and colonizing activity. In the 
time of Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram, King of 
Tyre and Sidon formed an alliance with the Hebrew 
monarch, whom he assbted in building the Temple 
and the royal palace, which proves they were dis- 
tinguished architects. 
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1ft% bad an isfmcose navy aad her ships ^ere 
the Ktost vemarkable of th^ times. They wece 
a\»de o£ iir trees ^aia, Sei»^the) Blasts were of 
the cedaia. of l^eba^pB ^^ tj^e oars ivere of the 
oaks of Bashan, ; aU theae treea aSording thq best 
kind of wood "t^ be^cbeft w deck^ were of 
ivorji- inlaid in bes-wod fson tb<^ iaiesi of Kjttim ; 
t^Q SiS^Js were of fiae liB#i\ wktt InroideEed woxk 
from £gyp^ ^ an eMiffiB^ 9iid blue a»d pui^ 
from the «]ies e{ Eliabawe^ the awBM^^ "Choice 
itpo«b ift wiRppiBgs. OS baJ^ oj bhiQ atMl chests of 
rich ai^Fel bound with, cords laade of cedar, 
belonged t© tbee, Ci Tyryfc The ships of Tarsh- 
ish were thy caravans for merchaodose ; thy sea- 
meB' vecs; &om Zjdoii wd Arvad, and thy wise 
mm ajwl the ancients, ol Gebol were thy calkers, 
and all the &h^ of Ui^ sea. with their mariners 
wNe eagaged ia thy commerce." 

The Fer^aas and the men of Lud and Phut 
were in thine anny, and placed their armor in thy 
cityi and the men of Arvad and Gammadim were 
stationed upon thy walls and in thy towers, 
Tarshish traded with thee in silver, iron, tin, and 
lead. The people of Javan, Tubal, and Meshech 
sold thee slaves and vessels of brass ; the men of 
Togamah sold thee horses, mules, and asses, and 
the people from the islands brought thee presents 
of horns of ivory and ebony. The Syrians at thy 
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fairs, brought a multitude of wares made by 
Tyriaas, and sold thee emeralds, purple and broid- 
ered works, fine linen, corals and agates. Judah 
and Israef traded in wheat, honey, oil, and balm. 
Damascus was thy merchant in wares, wines of 
HelboH and wool ; and Dan and Javan exhibited 
brighe ircm, cassia^ and calamus ; Dedan brought 
precious cbths for chariots, and Arabia and Kedar 
lambs, she^ and goats. 

Bud t^y riches,, thy faks» m^chandise, mariners, 
pilots, calkers, merchants, men of war, shall fall into 
the mid^t of the sea^ in tbe day of thy ruin. The 
s)d>ui:bs shall shake at the cry of thy pilots, and all 
seamen shall leave their ships and stand upon the 
land crying bitterly with dust upon their heads, and 
shall cover themselves with ashee. They will 
make thems^ves bald and gird themselves with 
sackcloth and in their wailing, will lament for thee 
saying, " What city is like Tyrus in the midst of 
the sea ? Thou didst enrich the kings of the earth 
with thy merchandise ; the inhabitants of the isles 
shall be astonished and their tings shall be a 
terror, and thou shall cease to exist." 

Because Tyrus sneered at Jerusalem in the day 
of her calamity, and exulted over her own prosper- 
ity in consequence of the de3tnictk>n of the holy 
city, she was threatened by the prophet Ezekiel 
who declared that many nations would come 
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ag^st it and destroy her walls, break down her 
towers, and make her like the top of a rock, a 
place for fishennen to spread their nets, and the 
people would be slain. The King of Babylon 
would come with an immense army comprising a 
powerful force of cavalry, and assisted by confed- 
erate kings, so that the walls of the city would 
shake at the noise. They would lay siege to the 
city, capture it and carry off the spoils, so that 
cotemporary nations would lament and be troubled 
at the calamity. 

TjTe was at one time besieged by the Assyrians 
five years without success, and again by the 
Babylonians thirteen years. When the Greeks be- 
came acquainted with Tyre, its old site had been 
abandoned and a new city was erected on a small 
island half a mile from the shore, which soon rose 
to a prosperity nearly equal to that of its prede- 
cessor, 322 B,C. The Tynans refused to open its 
gates to Alexander the Great, who after a siege of 
seven months, captured it and united the island 
on which it stood, with the main land, by a mote. 
After this, the city never regained its former im- 
portance, though it remained a strong fortress and 
port imder the Romans. The wars of the Cru- 
sades completed its destruction and even its ruins 
are nearly covored by the sea. 
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The prophet Zechariah predicted the ruin of 
Tyrus, He said, "Tyrus did build herself a 
strong-hold and heaped up silver as dust and fine 
gold as the mire of the street. Behold, the Lord 
will cast her out, and He will smite her power in 
the sea, and she shall be devoured by fire. They 
shall break down thy walls and destroy thy pleas- 
ant houses, and they shall lay thy stones and thy 
timbers in the dust. I will cause the noise of thy 
songs to cease and the sound of thy harps shall be 
no more heard " saith the Lord. " I will make 
thee a bare rock, a place for spreading nets. The 
isles shall shake at the sound of thy fall, and the 
princes shall come down from their thrones and lay 
aside their robes, slip off their broidered garments, 
and clothe themselves with trembluig : They 
shall sit on the ground and take up a lamentation 
for thee. The isles shall tremble in the day of 
thy fait I will bring thee down with them that 
descend into the pit, I will make thee a terror, 
and thou shalt be no more. O Tyrus, for thou 
hast said, I am of perfect beauty. Thy builders 
have perfected thy beauty. They made thy ships 
of the fir trees of Senir." 

The predictions of the prophets concerning 
Tyre have been literally fulfilled. It suffered these 
calamities on account of the idolatory and wicked- 
ness of the people. There is no event in the hia- 
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tory -of nations so fearfully sad, as its overthrow 
and ilAer de^mction. Some <^ &e lost cities 
were among ttie most illastrious, for their efdendid 
buiHiiigs, thdr laagnifieent Works of art, th^ cul- 
ture, thdr literatare, libraries, and remarkable »m- 
provemeats, for example, Nineveh, Bafeylc«, ^d 
some other eraiaent cities. Tlie thought is sug- 
gested. W31 cities ol modem times share the 
sane destiny i ScHne have and perh^s others 
may. Nothing earthly can be implicitly depaided 

UpOTl. 

The names Of several countries srA pet^e 
are mentioned in connection with commer- 
cial jntercourse with Tyre. Some of tiiese have 
been "defined as follows, Lebanon was the most 
cdekated mountain or c^m cJL motmtains in 
Syria^ distinguished in all ages for jts excellrat 
cedars. 

Bashatt on the east side of the Jord^m was con- 
sidered oBe of the most fruitful countties of the 
world. Its rich pastures, o^cs, and fine cattle are 
highly commended. 

Chiftim, ft fa exposed, included all the coasts 
and islands of the Mediterranean. 

hits of Elisktt, named for the preset, brought 
to Tyre their Uue and putple dies^ perhaps. 

Zidon or Sidon, was a celebndied cit; fa 
Fhoenica and one of the oldest in the world. 



«i by Google 



BAB YLON— TYRE— MO A B— A MM ON. 23 1 

Helbon was a city of Syria, famous for its vines. 

Arvad. It is not known what region is meant 
name. 

Tubal and Meskeck, sons of Japhet, it is sup- 
posed, represented the Muscovites and Tibarens. 

Togamah, according to the Scriptures, was the 
son of Gomez, and Jos^hns says he was the 
Mher of the Phrygians, but writers do not agree 
as to the locality of the place called by this name. 
It has been laid in Tartary, Scythia, and Cap- 
padocia. The latter was femous for its horses, 
mules, anci asses. Other writers believed ft was 
Armenia and even GettnaJiy. 

Sjnia. Its origin^ naine was Aram, 'and its 
caphal was Antiocti. David subdtied tlie Syrians, 
and they w*e also ■conqHCred by the Assyriams 
and caTried into tapirivity, but »-dtWfied, ^d -were 
subdued by tfie Chaldeans, and SibfteqpjeMiy by 
Alexander ttie Gveat. AA«r his death the empire 
was divided among his pi^rc^al officers. Fintdly, 
Pcmpey tnade ^ a Roman ipfovisce. 

Botii these naticns were the descendants of Lot, 
therefore t^y were the loodred Kif the Israelites. 
Thek couBtiy w^ east ^ tlie Jordan^ adjacent to 
the Dea4 Sea. Ar a capital city of the Moabites, 
was on both -sides of Che Amoa river. Their 
country was originally, inhabited by a race of 
giants whom the Moabites conquered. The cities 
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of Moab were numerous, the principal being 
Chemosh and Baal-Peor. 

The prophecies concerning Moab are numerous 
and remarkable. There is hardly a single feature 
peculiar to this country, that is not mentioned by 
the prophets. The soil was very rich and wheat 
was especially luxuriant, the grains being of re- 
markable size. 

On account of its wickedness, Moab was laid 
waste, and the region abounds in ruins, at the 
present day. One writer mentions 50 ruined 
cities within its borders, in some of which, have 
been discovered the remains of temples, tombs, 
and other structures of stone some of them being 
20 feet long. There were also traces of hanging 
gardens, columns 30 feet in diameter lying on the 
ground, and a cistern cut in the rock. The 
Arabs are now almost the only inhabitants of this 
ancient and remarkable country. 

The prophet says, " O ye that dwell in Moab, 
leave the cities and dwell in the rock, and be like 
the dove that maketh her nest on the sides of the 
hole's mouth." Nebo, one of the famous moun- 
tains, is connected with Jewish history, and also 
the cities of Heshbon, Debon, Aroer and some 
others. 
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Though the Moabites were the kindred of the 
Israelites, yet the two nations were frequenty at 
war with each other. Eglin, King of Moab, made 
war against Israel, and it is said that Mesha the 
King who had been subdued by the Israelites, and 
paid them in the reign of Ahab, 100,000 lambs, 
and the same number of sheep with their wool, as 
tribute, but after the death of Ahab, they rebelled, 
and this caused a war in which the Moabites were 
defeated, tbeir county invaded and their cities cap- 
tured. 

Jeremiah the prophet says of Moab, " I will 
pluck them out of the land, saith the Lord, Wo 
unto Nebo ; it is spoiled, Let us cut it off from 
being a nation. Moab is destroyed ; her little 
ones have caused a cry to be heard. Flee for 
your lives and become like heath in the wilder- 
ness. The spoiled sb^ come upon eveiy city. 
Give wings to Moab, that it may flee away. Moab 
hath been at ease from his youth. How say ye, 
"We are mighty and strong men for war." The 
calamity of Moab is near ; his affliction hasteth, 
and all bemoan him saying, " How is the strong 
staff and beautiful root broken ? 

Tell it in Amon that Moab is spoiled, and to all 
the cities of the land, far and near. We have 
heard of the pride of Moab, his arrogancy and 
haughtiness. Joy and gladness have ceased. Every 
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head shafi be bald, and evety beard id^iped, 
and asitt sball tread the w^n^e press 'wft^ 8lioutiB|^ 
There shall be l^m^tation uptxi aQ house tapt ^h1 
in the streets <rf Moab. Fear and the jHt shall be 
for thee, and he that fleeth througti fear, shall feiH 
into the pit ^d he that escapes the pit ^lall be 
taken in the snare, and Moab shall be destroyed 
from being a. tiaticn, y€t will I bring again the ts^ 
tivity of Ktoab m the latter days." 

The 'prophet <l»iounced Annnon, saying ■"Be- 
hold the days come," saith the Lord, "that Kab- 
bah of the Ammotiites shall be a descAaite iwap, 
and ber daughters shall be burned ivJtb fire. 
Lament and rvia to and fro, for her kmg, prince^ 
and priests shall go into captivity, yet afterwards I 
wfll bring agfun the captivity of the cbiidren of 
Ammon. The country of the AnsnBonitiefi was 
east of Palestine, and now belongs to the Turks 
and Arabs. They, with the Moabites were op- 
posed to the Israelites and made war upon tbem, 
yet Jephthah repulsed them and captured 20 of 
their citiies, though they ccMitinued to harass the 
Israelites, but were subdued by David and made 
tributary. They, however, regained their inde- 
pendence, until subdued by Jothan, Kkig of Judah, 
and made tributary. Their country at the preseiA 
time is occupied by Turks and Arabs, chiefly the 
latter. Its towns and villages were totally de- 
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stroyed but the niins of temples and other bu3d- 
ings remain, as a few walls, heaps of stones and 
cisterns. No traces of the Ammonites remain. 
Rabbah-Ammon was tli^ chieS city. 

The pro{^«t said, " I will make Rabbali of the 
Ammonites, a stable for camels and a couching 
place for fiocks. I will destrcf? them and they 
shall not be remembered among nations. All this 
once populous country is now a vast desert, and 
its ruins are seen in every direction, ft is written, 
"Because thou saidst> Aha: aga^st my sanc- 
tuary when it was profaned, and against the faod 
of Israel when h Was desolate, and against tlie 
house of Judah wten tln^ were caJtied ftrto xap- 
tivity. \ wBl deliver thee to the meo t* W»e west 
and they shall set palaces On thee aird flfafce their 
dwellings in thee and eat the ftu?ts xrf'ftiy iMrd. 
These punishments ate fcecaose thou ftdst (fepp 
thy liands, laiid stamp *ith thy feet ■Jmd »eJoi« Sa 
thy heart, againSt the land -of IsKiel, 1 will ■destroy 
thee, and thou shah know that I 'am tiK LonL" 
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CHAPTER X 

Egypt — Syria — Elam — or Persia. 

Few countries of the world equal Egypt, for its 
very ancient and interesting history, and the re- 
markable events that have occurred within its 
territory, and what is more wonderful, it has sur- 
vived the wars, revolutions, and destructions of 
ages. Its illustrious history, its influence upon 
other nations, and its connections with the 
IsraeHtes, render it an appropriate figure of speech. 
The Egyptians are supposed to have been the 
descendants of Ham, a son of Noah, and they 
early developed an advanced civilization, but on 
account of its sins, Egypt was called by the 
Hebrew prophet, "the great dragon in the midst 
of the rivers," "Because Pharaoh declared, "My 
river is my own, and I made it myself, " I will put 
hooks in thy jaws," saith the Lord, "and cause 
thy flesh to stick to thy scales. I have given thee 
for meat to the beasts of the earth, and the fowls 
of heaven. The land of Egypt shall be a desola- 
tion ; no one shall pass through it, neither shall it 
be inhabited during 40 years, and I will scatter 
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the Egyptians among the nationii, but at the end 
of 40 years, I will gather them and cause them to 
return to the land of Fathros, their native country, 
and establish their kingdom, but it shall exalt itself 
no more, above the nations, or rule over them. 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon received no 
recompense for his services against Tyre, there- 
fore, he shall have the land of Egypt and take the 
spoils for his army's wages. 

"A sword shall come upon Egypt, and anguish 
upon Ethiopia. The King of Babylon shall sub- 
due it, the cities shall be laid waste, and the land 
shall be filled with the slain. I will destroy their 
idols and there shall be no more a prince in Egypt, 
I will make Fathros a desolation, and will set fire in 
Zion and execute judgments in No. I will pour 
out my fury upon Sin, the stronghold of Egypt, and 
break her yokes, and the pride of her power shall 
cease Her young men shall fall by the sword, 
and her daughters shall be carried into captivity 
and Israel shall place no more confidence in 
Egypt." 

The prophet gives warning of the approaching 
danger and calls upon the inabitants to mourn with 
loud lamentations, because the threatened destruc- 
tion is near. He says, "Howl ye, for thy day is near. 
The sword shall come upon Egypt and great dis- 
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tress upon Slhiopia. 904 all tb* natipas. w leagw 
with ^]FpU ^aU faU vitH it, I wU make faihroa 
desolate and vill aet fixes, ia Zoa«». «cecvAe> j:)w%^ 
ra«its itt No, and pour out my fuiy upoD Sb^ the 
strengthof Egypt, and N<^ shafi faU by tb« swofd 
and aB the kibal»tants shalt go into captmty. Ute 
arms of Hiaraoh ^all be broken and they shall not 
be bound up nor healed." 

The prophet was told to say to Pharaoh Mid his 
subjects,, " Whom art thou Hke in thy greatness. 
The Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon, of high stat- 
ure and fair branches. His top was among the 
thick boughs, rivers flowed about his plants, the 
fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and 
the beasts ot the fields took shelter under his 
branches. Not any tree in the Garden of God was 
like him in his beauty, so that he was the object of 
envy among all the other trees. Because he was lifted 
up with pride, \ delivered him into the hands of 
the mighty,, and he was forsaken upon the moun- 
tains and in the valleys. His branches were broken 
off, so. that noi^e- of the trees should exalt them- 
selves, but they shall all be destroyed," saith the 
Lord* "There was great mourning, and all the trees 
of the field faiated for him, The nations shook at the 
noise of his fall, when he was cast down into the 
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pit, and all the trees of Eden and Lebanon were com- 
fortedii This is the punishment of Pharaoh and his 
subjects," saith the Lord. 

The prcf>h«t had another revelation concerning 
Egypt, in substance as follows, "Thou art like a 
young lion of the nations, and as a whale in the 
seas. Thou hast made the waters o£ thy rivers 
foul Tvith thy feet, therefore, I will spread my net 
over thee, and thou shalt be caught and cast upon 
the land, and the fowls of heaven shall feed upon 
thee, and thy flesh shall be upon the mountains 
and in the valleys, and I will make the stars dark, 
and cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall 
not give her light; I wUl vex the heart of my people 
and bring destruction upon the nations thou hast 
not known. Many people will be amazed, and their 
kings will be fearfully afraid, and every one shall 
tremble for his own life, in the day of thy faU. TTie 
sword of the king of Babylon shall come upon thee, 
multitudes shall fall and the pomp of Egypt shall 
be spoiled, I will destroy all the beasts^ and the 
rivers ahaU overflow the land. 

Wail for the multidudes of Egppt, for she is de- 
livered to the sword, her graves are in the pit, all 
of them who caused terror in the land. There is 
Elara and her multitudes about her grave, all of 
them slain with the sword, There is Meshech, and 
Tubal and their multitudes about their graves, all 
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have gone down to Hades with their weapons of 
war, their swords under their heads. They were the 
terror of the mighty in the land of thehving. There 
is Edom, her kings and princes, the Zidonian and the 
princes of the north, Pharaoh and all slain by the 
sword shall see them. 

Some of the places mentioned is this prophecy, 
are Pathros, a division of Ancient Egypt, called by 
the Greeks, Thebais now Thebes. 
- Zoan a very ancient town, was a royal city of 
Egypt, named Tamis by the Greeks. 

No or No-Ammon is supposed to have been the 
same as Moph or Memphis. It was the capital of 
the ancient kings of Egypt until the time of the 
Ptolemies who commonly resided at Alexandria. 
The prophet predicted that Memphis would suffer 
from the Chaldeans and Persians, but it regained its 
splendor which it retained until conquered by the 
Arabians, about 64 1 A. D. 

Sin or the Desert of Sin is memorable in the 
history of the Israelites. A month after they left 
Egypt, there was a want of bread, therefore they 
were fed with manna 40 years, until they came to the 
borders of Canaan, when the Sabbath was revived 
as a day of rest. It having been intermitted during 
their bondage in Egypt. 
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Ethiopia called the Land of Cush, was peopled 
by his descendants. Their country was first limited 
to the region on the Pereian Gulf, but subsequently 
they spread over India, the greater part of Arabia 
and invaded Egypt as Hycsos or Shepherd kings, 
thence they passed into Central Africa and Abys- 
sinia. The name Ethopia in the Scriptures applies 
to different region. 

The names Aven, Pi-beseth, and Tehaphnehes 
mentioned in the history of Egypt are uncertain. 

Egypt, the most celebrated country of antiquity, 
was the subject of many prophecies, and they have 
been literally fulfilled. The country has been con- 
conquered alternately by Persians, Macedonians, 
Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Tartars, Marmalukes, and 
Saracens, yet it remains today, though under the 
control of different rulers. 

Syria, called also Aram, included, in ancient 
times, the region between the Euphrates and the 
Mediterranean, with Celicia on the north. Phoene- 
cia, Judea, and Arabia on the south. Its capital 
Was Antioch. The Syrians were subdued by 
David, but after the reign of Solomon they re- 
volted and were conquered during the reign of 
Jereboam IT. They formed a league with the 
Israelites against the King of Judah, who solicited 
the aid of the Assyrians, when their armies took 
Damascus and put Rezin, the king, to death. 
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Syria was subsequently conquered by difiEerent 
cations, as the Chaldeans, Persians, and Greeks 
under Alexander the Great. After his death it 
was divided among his officers, but Pompey made 
it a Roman province. 

Damascus, the capital of Syria, is one of the 
most ancient cities of the world. It is supposed 
to have been founded by the son of Aram, and 
was in existence in the time of Abraham. For 
300 years it was the residence of the Syrian kings, 
but it shared the fate of most other ancient cities, 
being captured by different conquerors, including 
the Chaldeans, Greeks, the Maccabaes and Rom- 
ans. It was called the eye of the whole East. 
During the present era Damascus has been taken 
by the Saracen princes, who made it the place of 
their residence until Bagdad become their capital. 
It was captured by Tamerlane, then by the Mame- 
lukes, and finally by the Turks. 

The modem city extends nearly two miles in 
length and is surrounded by a wall. One of the 
streets in the time of Paul was called Straight 
The city is situated on a delightful plain 80 miles 
in circumference and with pleasant gardens of 
great extent. 

It is prophesied of Syria, that " Damascus is 
no longer a city, it shall be an enormous heap ; 
the cities of Aroer shall be for flocks ; the king- 
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dora of Damascus shall cease. These predictioaa 
referred to the ancient city. 

After Damascus was taken by the combined 
forces of the Assyrians and Judah, the Syrians 
were transported captives beyond the Euphrates, 
and afterwards came under the control of the 
Chaldeans, then the Persians and finally Alexan- 
der the Great, but after his death it was divided 
among his principal ofHcers as previously stated. 

The Hebrew prophets uttered their predictions 
about this country and its inhabitants, using as 
usual several impressive figures of speech to illus- 
trate their subject. 

Elah or Persia and Media. 

Persia, a very ancient kindgom stfll existing in 
Asia, became famous in the time of Cyrus, the 
founder of the Persian monarchy, 559 B. C. The 
ancient name of the Persians was Klamites, and 
in the period trf the Roman Empire they were 
called Parthians. Elam was the name of the eld- 
est son of Shem, whose grandfather was Noah. 
He gave his name to the region where he settled,, 
but the Jews applied the name Elam to the Per- 
sians, though some writers, perhaps without evi- 
dence, gave the name to the Assyrians. 

The prophecy against Elam is as follows, " Be- 
hold I will break the lawof Elara," saith the Lord, 
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"the chain erf their might, and I will bring up<Mi 
it the four winds of heaven, and wiU scatter them, 
and there shall be no more a natun, whither the 
outcasts of Elam shall not come. I UriU cause 
EUua to be destroyed before their enemies* and 
will bring evil upon them. Z will cause Elam to 
be dismayed before their enemies, and will send 
the sword Eifter them till they &re consumed, I 
wUl set my thnme in Elam and wilt destroy both 
king and princes, but in the latter days X will 
bring again the captivity of Elam." 

Media, whose history is intimately connected 
with that of Persia, its neighbor, was situated in 
an elevated region and was one of the most im- 
portant countries of Asia, on accoimt of its posi- 
tion, temperature ftnd feitnay. After the cap- 
tivity of the ten tribes by the Assyrians, they 
were settled in this country. The Magi, priests of 
Persia and Media, renounced the adotatiDn of 
images and worshipped the Lord by fire. They 
believed there were two principles to be observed 
or avoided. One Was the source of all good, and 
the other of all eviL They were called fire-wor- 
shippers, because they considered that element 
sacred, and kept perpetual fires on their altars and 
in their houses. The Magian religion, however, 
declined, but was revived by Zoroaster, who was 
the first to erect temples for the worship of God, 
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since, before his day, the Magians performed their 
religious rites on the tops of hills and in the open 
air, 

Cyrus was chosen to overthrow the Babylonian 
Empire for the deliverance of Israel, and to make 
known the true God among nations. The terra 
Magi was also applied to distinguished philosophers, 
especially astronomers, throughout the East 

Thus saith the Lord of Cyrus, King of Persia, 
" He is My shepherd and shall perform all My 
pleasure. He will say of Jerusalem, '-Be built, and 
to the Temple, Thy foundations shall be laid." 
Thus saith the Lord of Cyrus, His annointed. "I 
will command the kings to open the gates ; I will 
make the crooked places straight ; I will break in 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in pieces the 
bars of iron. I have called thee by thy name, for 
Jacob My servant's sake, and Israel Mine elect." 

The gospel was early preached in Persia, hut 
the Christians suffered fearful persecutions. It ia 
estimated that about i6,30O in the course of 40 
years suffered martyrdom. In the 7th caitury 
A-IX the country came under Moalwt rul^ and it 
remains such at the present day. though, it k sai4> 
a consideiable number of Christians still remain in 
Persia. The ancient capitals were I^isaigada and 
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Persepolis. The Persians bore a close affinity to 
the Medes and adopted the same customs and 
religion. 

Media was a fertUe country yielding tropical fruits, 
as figs, oranges, citrons, and also honey, besides 
an excellent breed of horses, hence the skill of the 
Medes in horsemanship. It is claimed there were 
eight kings before its conquest by. Cyrus, when 
the inhabitants attemtped to regain their independ- 
ence, but they were soon subdued. Both Persia 
and Media were conquered by Alexander the 
Great, but after his death they formed a part of 
the dominions of the Selucidse from whom it was 
taken by the Parthians, and then by the Persians. 

The ruler of Persia of the present day, is called 
the Shah, who possesses absolute authority over the 
lives and property of his subjects, and the gov- 
ernors of the provinces have the same power, but 
are controlled by the Shah. Elementary educa- 
tion is generally diffused among all clases, and 
there are a large number of colleges where stu- 
dents are taught Persian and Arabian literature 
and religion. 

These ancient countries afforded themes for the 
prophetical utterances of some of the Hebrew 
seers, who have given to the world so many and 
varied examples of rhetorical figures of great 
beauty, force, elegance, and sublimity. Without 
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these ornaments, their writings would be deprived 
of their poetical power and inspiration, and would 
lose their fascinations and, to a great extent, their 
influence over the human mind. 

Other countries might be mentioned as illustrat- 
ing prophetical and figurative writings, but the 
above afford sufficient examples for the subject 
under consideration, namely, Figures of Speech. 
It has been the purpose of these sketches, chiefly 
to select illustrations from ancient writers only, 
especially, the sacred historians. 
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New Testament Writers and Later. 

Rhetorical figures were frequently used by the 
writers of the New Testament, and the Saviour 
himself employed many of the most forcible and 
beautiful figures, in His discourses. Some of the 
figures applied by Christ are the following. 
Anointed One, The Beginning, The Life, The 
Word, The Lamb, The Shepherd, The Bride- 
groom, The Tree of Life, The Branch, The Vine, 
The Bread of Life, The Light of the Worid, The 
Day Star, The Rock, The Truth, The Captain, 
Refuge, Strength, and many others- 
Some of the figiu-es employed by the New Tes- 
tament writers, are the following ; Generation of 
vipers. Tree that bears good or bad fruit, Fan in 
His Hand, Wheat gathered into garners,' Chaff 
burned with unquenchable lire. In the shadow of 
death. Fishers of men. Salt of the earth. Pluck out 
thy right eye if it offend thee. Cut off thy right 
hand. Your heart will be with your treasure. The 
eye the light of the body. Serve mammon. Fowls 
of the air neither sow nor reap, Who can add one 



,11 by Google 



NEW TESTAMENT H'RITEgS AND LATER, 249 

cubit to hia stature, Consider the liles of the field ; 
they toil no*, neither do they spin, yet Solomon 
was not arrayed like one of these, Clothe the grass 
of the field, The mote in thy brother's ey^ The 
beam in thine own cye^ Cast pearls before swine, 
Straight gate. Wide gate, Sheep's clothing, Roar- 
ing waters. Gather grapes from thorns, Figs from 
thistles, A good tree bears good fruit, a corrupt 
tree evil fruit, A house upon a rock, a house upon 
the sand. Outer darkness, Foxes have holes, birds 
have nests, but the Son of man has not where to 
lay His head. The whole city came to meet Jesus. 
Thy faith hath made thee whole, The plenteous 
harvest. Laborers few, Lost sheep of the house of 
Israel, Sheep in the midst of the wolves, Salute 
the house. Wise as serpents, harmless as doves 
Hairs of the head numbered, I «ame to send a 
sword. To set a man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother, A reed shaken by the wind, 
A man clothed in soft raiment. Take My yoke 
upon you, A bruised reed, Smoking flax. Genera- 
tion of vipers. 

Jesus taught His hearers, frequently, by para- 
bles a kind of figurative language; for example 
the parable of the sower, the mustard seed, the 
leaven, hid treasure, the pearl, the fisher's net, the 
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king, who took account of hb servants and many 
others, of which there are 27 recorded by the 
evangelists. 

Some additional figures used by the sacred 
writers, are the following. Candd under a bushel. 
Spoil the house. Leaven of the Pharisees, Take up 
the cross, A camel to go through the eye of a needle 
Drink the cup, Devour widow's houses, Nation 
against nation. The sua shall be dark, The mo(m 
shall not give her light, the stars of heaven shall 
fall. Gather from the four winds. Take, eat, this is 
My body. This cup is My blood. Smite the Shep- 
herd, the sheep shall scatter, Held his peac^ 
Mouth opened, tongue loosened, Horn of salva- 
tion. Day-spring from on high, In the face of the 
people, A light to the Gentiles, the glory of Israel, 
A sword shall pierce thy sold, A voice crying in 
the wilderness. Valley filled, hills and moimtains 
brought low. Children raised from stones. Axe 
laid at the root of the tree. Baptize with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. Seeing they might not see. 
Whoever shall save his life, shall lose it ; whoever 
will lose his life for My sake, shall save it. Gain 
the whole world and lose himself, Put the hand to 
the plough, and then look back, Lambs among 
wolves, Woe to Chozazin, to Bethsaida, Sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes, Satan as lightning, Make 
clean the outside the cup and platter. Consider the 
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ravens, they toil not neither do they spin, yet 
they are fed by their Creator, Jerusalem that killed 
the prophets. As a hen gathers her brood raider 
her wings, The dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
God, A burning and shining Light, Lifted up the 
Son of man. Many mansions in my Other's house, 
I am the true Vine, My father is the Husband- 
man, Life eternal is to know Him the only true 
God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent, Make 
thy foes thy footstool. Cut to the heart, Gnash 
with the teeth, Make havoc of the church. Breathe 
out threatening and slaughter. Kick against the 
pricks. All nations of one blood, BadcsUders, A 
guide to the blind. Oracles of God, Throat an 
open sepulchre, Poison of asps under their lips. 
Mouth full of cursing and bitterness. Feet swift to 
shed blood. Come short of the glory of God, Faith 
made void. Death reigns. Dead to sin. Our old 
man is crucified. Death the wages of sin, In the 
flesh ; in the Spirit, Walk after the Spirit, Carnally 
minded; spiritually minded. The whole creation 
groaneth, How beautiful the feet of thera that 
bring glad tidings, A wild olive tre^ Bow the knee 
to Baal, A root of Jesse, Spiritual Rock, Angel of 
the churches. Alpha and Omega, Brightness ctf 
His glory. Image of His person. Purge away our 
sins, Sit at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
Sceptre of righteousness, Laid the foundation of 
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